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DAN IEL CHAC6N 
Bt,rn in California, Daniel Chacon (1962-) ):;rew up in Fresno. He):;raduaud from 
California State University-F resno and received an M. f A. from the University of 
Oregon. Chacon tau):;hf at Modeslo junior College in California and Southwest­
ern State University in Mmnesota and is currently on the faculty oj the Creative 
Wri tin):; Department at the University oj Texa.~EI Paso. His short stories have 
appeared in such publications as Zyzzyva. Americas Review , Bilingual Review, 
New England Review, The Rivers Edge, and Callal oo, and his playshaw been 
produced in California and Oregon. His two worksoj fiction include Chicano Chi ­
canery (2000) and the shadows took hi m (2004). In this storyJrom Ch ican o 
Chicanery, ehaaln wnres aboutPortland'sJirst Chicano newscaster 

Aztlan , Oregon 
Whe n whi le people in Ponland stared at Ben Chavez as if they had neve r 
seen a Mexican, it pissed him orr. He had fantasies about ccldcocktng them, 
feeling their noses explode on his fist. Pulling open the doors of the Cafe del 
Ctelo and walking in , sure enough , a white boy with round glasses and a 
head shaped like a penc illooked up from his book ar Ben. II didn't occur to 

him that the guy might have recognized him from TV. 

Mara Solorio sal in the co rne r reading a newspape r. She 100 looked up at 
Ben, who now stood acro ss from her. 

"Aren't you gell ing coffee?" she said, 
"No, I'm fine," he said. 
"Are you sure? " 
"Really. I'm fine. Maybe we can go somewhere else." 
She nearly folded up the newspaper. 
"Where do you wanna go?" 
"I don't know. I guess this place is fine ." 
Reluctantly he sat. 
"Somebody's been asking about you , Ben," she said, pushing awa y a plate 

with a half-eaten blueberry muffin. "But be fore l tell you about it, you have 
10 promise me two things. Two th ings , Ben, promise two th ings . O kay?" 

"Are you going 10 ear thar" 
"No, you want it? Two things: O ne, )'OU listen 10 my advice wn hout get­

ling defensive . Two, nobody kn ows that 1 told you this . You galla promise 
thar . Ben, are you listening?" 

Ben noticed tha t she 'd taken only lWO or three biles of the muffin. 
"So you 're just going to waste it?" he said. 

Al fourteen he had learned nor to waste food. One afternoon , he had plopped 
an egg into the pan, bUI the yoke broke , so he dumped ir into the garbage 




