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4 DANIEL CHACON f

Chicano Chicanery

Daniel Chacén was bomn in California and graduated from CSU-
Fresno and from the University of Oregon. Currently, he lives in
Minnesota and teaches at Southwestern State University. This
excerpt from “Andy the Office Boy™ comes from Chicano Chican-
ery, his debut short story collection.

ALL THE LAWYERS AGREED, ANDY'S LOYALTY SHOULD BE RICHLY
rewarded in the form of a Christmas gift. They chose Rachel Gar-
cia, the youngest and newest of the attorneys, a recent Harvard
graduate, to take up the collection. Carrying a cigar box around
the floors of the firm, she managed to get fifty dollars from each of
the partners, twenty-five each from the attorneys, and ten dollars
each from the paralegals and secretaries, so after a week of solicit-
ing, she had collected $780. No one knew how much she had
collected, nor did they care what she got him —“Something nice,”
they told her —so, embittered for being asked to do such a menial
job, after having graduated at the top of her class, she walked to
the parking garage in the drizzling snow, pulling her coat over her
face like a vampire, tempted to suck a commission from the total.
Perhaps, she thought, her black eyes glittering with ideas, she
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