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BETWEEN DIXIE AND AZTLAN
 

by Daniel Chacon 

"Texas? Everybody's go t chain saws and gll n racks and pickups and 
confederate flags. Aren't yOIl scared?" 

-c-Sand rn Cisneros, Wom an llo11erin8 Creek 

I told my frie nd fro m Honduras tha t I would be moving fro m rural Minnesota to 
take a position at the Un ive rs ity of Tcxas. She teaches Spa nish at a hi gh school in Ohio, 
and she sa id in her thick Hond uran accen t, "Tex as? It 's so humid over there. And 
racist." 

"Not only tha t" I said, "hut th ey talk funny." 
1 kn ew tha t s he was ta lking a bou t a part o f Texas I had never known, o r had never 

seen. She was tal kin g abo ut the Sou th. 
"No, no," I told her, "I' ll be in EI Paso . That's Az tlan."! 
She has only been in th is co un try for a lit tle Over two yea rs, both of them in Ohio in 

grad schoo l. but she had heard things about the Sou th and about Texas and the mention 
of them conjured images of racism . She's dearly a Latina, long black ha ir, black eyes, 
and a thic k acce nt. Wt' talked abo ut her coming to visi t me in El Paso.and she wondered 
if peo ple would be hos t ile to her . She d idn't realize that EI Paso is the least Texas city 
in Texas, cultura lly close r to New Mexico or even Mexico than to the images she hold s of 
Texas and the South. Rarely does one see in EI Paso a Dixie flag decal s tuc k to the ba ck 
wi ndow ofa Ford p ickup. In fact, many of the For d p ickups in EI Paso have Ch ihu ah ua 
license plates . the Mexican state ac ross the line, and one would be more likel y to see 
Mexican flags stuck to the back wi ndow tha n they would to see Dixie flags. 

About HOOf" of th e popula tion of thi s city of over 600,000 is Mexican or Xican@Jor 
Latino or however yo u label us, and when yo u add £1Paso' s twin city, Ciud ad Juarez, 
w ith a po p ulat ion of 1.6 million, yo u're talking abou t a lot of Mexicans. a lo t of Spanish 
langu age. a metropol itan cu lture that is d ifferen t not only from the rest ofTexas-c-and 
thu s th e South-but more unique and tolerant than places like rura l Minnesot a and 
Ohi o. The major dai ly Engl tsh -language newspaper he re ha s Spanish ad ve rtisements 
asa norm, and the daily en tertainment sectio n is ca lled Vamos, "le t's go," but wi th no 
tra nslation . There ar e more Spa nis h langua ge radio sta tions in the city than there are 
sta tions in Eng lish. Walk around the university where I teach, and alm ost a ll the 
conversa t ions yo u hear are in Span ish . There art' mort' taco places pl' r capita, and 
d amn ed good ones, than there are in any U.S.city.vl'his is not what one pictures when 
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