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i n te rv ievr  w i th  Co l .  H .  Crampton Jones  by  Rober t  H .  Novak  on  Apr i l  lB ,  1974.

N:  Co lone l  Jones ,  to  s ta r t  why  don ' t  you  jus t  g ive  me a  l i t i l e  b i t  o f

b iognaph ica ' l  background about  yourse l f .

J :  A l l  r igh t .  I  was  born  Novernber  4 ,  lB93 in  a  l i t i l e  a rmy pos t  on  the

Columbia River,  Vancouven Baracks or Fort  Vancouver.  I t ,s across f rom

Port land, 0regon. My father was an of f icer in the old Sixth infantry.

The army then was rather smal l .  He had gone to West Point  in the same

year '  lBB2 '  tha t  h is  c lassmate  Genera l  Persh ing  had gone.  I  was  then,

na tura l l y ,  b rought  up  in  the  army,  an  army bra t  as  we ca l l  ourse lves ,

and traveled with rny father and mother and sister f rom one army post

to  another '  ac ross  the  cont inent  and tw ice  to  the  Ph i l ipp ine  Is lands .

Before I  was twelve I  had been around the wor ld by army transport .

So I  natural ly had a love of  the army and I  fo l lowed my father to
'  Wes t  Po in t ,  en te r ing  the re  in  ]912 .  I  g radua ted  1916  in  June .  V i l l a

had already raided Columbus, New Mexico, which was of  course in March

l916 '  wh i le  I  was  s t i l l  a  cadet .  l ^ le  fo l lowed w i th  in te res t  the  events
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of  the  Pun i t i ve  Exped i t ion .  I  was  ass igned to  the  f ie ld  a r t i l l e ry

branch of  the army and speci f ical ly to the old Fourth Field Art i l lery"

which is known as pack art i l ' lery,  mountain batter ies.  The weapon is

a 2.95 inch howitzer,  equivalent to the 75 mi l l imeter French gun in

cal iber.  0f  course, the weapon is div ided into four loads for a mule

and packed on the top of the mules so that they can go anywhere in the

mountains,  just  anywhere. I  jo ined the Fourth Field Art i l lery as a

f i rst  l ieutenant,  having been promoted rapidly.  A hlest  Point  graduate

is f i rst  a second l ieutenant,  but  Woodrow Wilson, the president,  had

urged Congress to pass a law that increased the army by five yearly

increments, because the European war was on and he saw the need for

a larger army. I t  was only 75,000 of f icers and men together at  that

t ime. That Puni t ive Expedi t ion urged congress to put not only the one

increment through, but al l  f ive of  them at once. That made me a f i rst

l ieutenant.  I  then jo ined Battery "C" of  the old Fourth Art i l lery down

there at  camp in Colonia Dublu 'n n.ur"  Casas Grandes, about 125 mi les south

of the border at  Columbus. I  d id not io in immediately af ter  graduat ion

in June, but was granted the usual  so-cal led "graduat ion leave,"  which

I  took.  I  then jo ined in the middle of  september 1916. I  went by rai l

to Columbus, New Mexico and got of f  the t ra in there and transfemed to

a truck t ra in.  That was general ly the mode of  t ransportat ion south of

the border for  long distances. I t  took two days to arr ive at  colonia

Dubla'n. The roads were very poor; in fact, there were no real roads

at al l .  Almost each day the truck t ra in would seek out a new road

because the ruts became so deep, f i l led ei ther wi th mud or wi th dust.
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Incidental ly,  one could see a t ruck t ra in z0 or 30 mi les away by the

cloud of  dust that  i t  ra ised. There were about 24 or 25 trucks in a

train,  four wheel  dr ive.  Many of  them were FWD' which means four

wheel dr ive,  and some were the white company trucks.  so I  arr ived

at my stat ion and commenced my dut ies as a young of f icer.  we cal l

a  young o f f i cer  a  shaveta i l ,  and  tha t  t i t le  las ts  un t i l  some younger

off icer comes along. My dut ies were general ly camp dut ies because the

movement of  t roops, the chase af ter  v i l la,  had f in ished. I  found that

my battery had been long enough in th is one camp to construct  for

themselves adobe bamacks, an adobe mess hal l ,  and quarters for  the

of f i cers '  s imp ly  mix ing  the  c lay  there  w i th  a  l i t t le  s t raw and bu i ld ing

very comfortable bui ' ld ings.  The cavalry had not done qui te so much.

Each two men in one shel ter  tent  had dug down and bui l t  up the s ide

wal l  so that  they cou' ld stand up in a sma] l  tent  using the shel ter

tent as a roof only. But it was decided by my battery commander to

be advisable to have more comfortable quarters.  The men were not occupied

in chasing Vi l ' la anymore. We had marches and we had target pract ice,  and

a young of f icer such as I  would spend t ime on rout ine dut ies --  taking

ear iy  morn ing  reve i l le  and superv is ing  s tab les ,  the  grooming and feed ing

of the animals.  But I  was assigned to special  duty two t imes. I t  was

rather interest ing one t ime when the commander of  a wagon train got a

month's leave and came back to the United States to v is i t  h is fami ly;

I  was assigned as commander of  th is long wagon train.  I t  consisted of

two wagon companies of 24 four-mule team escort wagons. Its duty was

to haul forage for the cavalry farther south. I,. le took hay and oats from
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the train at  Casas Grandes over Charcos pass, which was Z0 ni les away,

on down into the val ley to El  val le,  in an adjacent r iver val ley,  and

back again -- it was a three day trip each way. That was very

interesting -- for the month that I was in command I was the only

of f icer,  though I  d id have a c iv i l ian veter inar ian who was very

capable.  we were able to t ravel  day af ter  day and this l i t t le

veter inar ian,  Doc welch, I  remember as being very fa i thful  and f ine.

Incidental ly,  h is father had had a l ivery stable in san Francisco at

the t ime of  our engagement wi th the Fi l ip inos in the insurrect ion of
. |899 

and had sold the mules to the u.  s.  government.  I  had beside

Doc Welch a very f ine wagonmaster --  no,  I  should cal l  h im a t ra in-

master since we had two wagon companies -- o]d Sergeant Toft had been

in the cavalry for  many years and he handled those teamsters very wel l .

The teamsters ,  inc identa l l y ,  though in  un i fo rm and ca l led  so ld ie rs ,  were

rea l1y  jus t  mu lesk inners  f rom the  fa rm.  They  d idn , t  know much,  i f

anything, about the manual of arms, and yet each was armed and had by

h is  seat  a  boot  w i th  a  r i f le .  In  add i t ion ,  though,  I  had a  guard ,  and

si t t ing on the other s ide of  the seat f rom the dr iver or teamster I  had

an in fan t ryman.  Then a t  n igh t  I  cou ld  park  the  veh ic les ,  usua l ly  in  a

c' i rc le as they did in the old Indian dayso and had a guard around camp.

we encountered Mexicans on the road, a t roop of  cavalry now and then,

but they were carrancistas and of course friendly. The chase after

v i l la was given up, as everyone knowsn about chr istmast ime of  19. |6.

I t  was decided that the expedi t ion should wi thdraw. I  supposed that

everyone realized that we might be drawn into l,{orld l l lar I, which had
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been going on for two to three years in Europe. Incidental ly,  1

think i t  might be interest ing for  people to know about l i t i le

experiences I had before we withdrew. I happened to be on christmas

Day 1916 the of f icer of  the guard,  in charge of  the pr isoners in a

wire stockade. That day has been recorded as a very stormy weather

day al l  a ' long the Mexican border.  I t  af fected us down there at

Colon' ia Dubldn next to Casas Grandes because Gen. Pershing had planned

an enormous barbecue for the men. For two days he had prepared these

steers and they were being barbecued in a trench. But when this

storm came along, one could not see but a few feet in f ront  of  h im,

and of  course the barbecued beef was ruined, coated with mud and dust.

The only roof that  we had at  Colonia Dubldn, our camp, was on the

s igna l  corps  bu i ld ing ;  i t  was  ga lvan ized i ron .  I t  b lew up and in to

the stockade, set t ing f i re to the tents in there.  we huddled the

pr isoners in one corner --  four of  them had been charged with murder,

so i t  was a di f f icul t  s i tuat ion.  One other specia ' l  duty job that I

had whi le I  was st f l l  down in Mdxico,  and that wi th the quartermaster

department,  was that of  of f icer in charge of  the issue of  meat.  The

expedition had a contract with the two Houghton brothers who had a
'large 

ranch halfway down from Columbus, as I remember, to Casas Grandes.

They would supply each day to us 12 head of  cat t le.  The Mexicans would

slaughter them and we would hang them in a long adobe house which had

no windows, hang them on one side, and issue the other 12 which had

been slaughtered the day before. you see, of course there was no

refr igerat ion.  The meat was palatable,  but  at  f i rst  men who had been
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used to refrigerated meat or meat he'ld longer were not pleased with

i t '  bu t  g radua l ly  they  began to ' l i ke  i t ,  and  i t  was  a l l  r igh t ,  Then

we were ordered out and we marched. My regiment did not come out as

far as Columbus but branched of f  to the northeast below Columbus,

jo in ing the rai l road between Columbus and El  Paso at  about midpoint

where water cars were spotted for us.  we arr ived at  Fort  Bl iss,  I

th ink  in  about  the  midd le  o f  Januaryr lg rTrand went  in to  camp.  I t ' s

there that we were on April 6owhen war was declared against Germany.

My regiment was divided into two parts, forming a new regiment and

maintaining the old.  The new regiment was the Fi f teenth Field Art i l lery,

to  wh ich  I  was  ass igned.

N: Let me go back and ask you iust  a couple of  quest ions I  have about the

Punit ive Expedi t ion and then we could ta lk about your exper iences in

Wor ld  War  I .

lde l l '  o f  course ,  tha t ' s  a l l  been wr i t ten  up ,  about  wor ld  ldar  I .  I  was

assigned, as I  sd.y,  to the Fi f teenth Field Art i l lery,  which was part  of

the  second D iv is ion ,  wh ich  went  overseas  ear ly  and fought  we l l .  Bu t  I

had been ordered to Fort  Si l l ,  0klahomaras an instructor where I  taught

gunnery and mater ie l .  I  only went to France fol lowing the armist ice

where I  was on duty,  var ious dut ies,  and then had a leave. I  then

came home, back here to Fort  Bl iss,  where I  was assigned ear ly in
. |920 

to the 82nd Horse Art i l lery and where I  met Harr iet  Howze, the

general 's  daughter.  We were marr ied that year.

Let me ask you this regarding the Pershing Expedi t ion at  the t ime you

were at  Colonia OublJn. What was the general  morale among the soldiers
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that had been chasing Vi l la? Was there a feel ing of  d iscouragement

that they hadn' t  captured him? How would you assess the morale of

the veterans of  the expedi t ion?

J: The men were good --  they were good soldiers.  They knew the whole

si tuat ion.  They were anxious to go on to do something i f  there was

something to be done. These were wonderful men in the old army, and

they would suf fer hardships and not complain.  For example,  i t  began

to get qui te cold before we withdrew and the men had only these ol ive

drab sweaters that  had been issued. Before I  jo ined, al l  of  the weather

had been temperate and they went into Mdxico in summer uniforms. But

i t  began to  ge t  a  l i t t le  co ld ,  bu t  there  was no  comp' la in ing .  The men

not having, of  course, €rtertainment provided for them would t ry to

entertain themselves. Perhaps the greatest entertainment was that of

the card games, of  poker and of  gamb' l ing.  The f i rst ,  or  payday, every

soldier had a l i t t le money, but pret ty soon i t  would get concentrated

in the hands of  the best playersr €v€h to the point  where in one

regiment some men and the supply sergeant,  for  example,  of  an adjacent

battery seemed to have been most successful. I say that because when

we had arrived here at Fort Bliss from Mdxico he had enough money to

buy severa'l cars and estab'l ish his own taxi system -- I remember that

qui te wel l .  Wel l ,  that  was one form of entertainment,  but  there was

not very much. l^ le t r ied to keep the men busy, taking care of  animals

and on marches and target pract ice,  but  I  don' t  bel ieve that af ter  I

arr ived in Mdxico that there was any enemy act ion --  possibly that

engagement at  Carr izal '  I  don' t  remember the date --  but  not much else.
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N:

J :

How about th is idea that you read about that  the Pershing Expedi t ion

was soi t  of  a t ra in ing ground for wor ld war I  for  the soldiers --

how would you assess that?

I  donrt  th ink that  i t  was at  a l l  assured that we would enter hjor ld

war I  at  that  t ime, certainry when the expedi t ion entered Mdxico.

0n the other hand, I  bel ieve that president Wi lson and the War

Department, which was the name then for the present pentagon --

I  don' t  bel ieve that the war Department fu l ly  expected us to be in

the war, though the motto of the army is "In peace be prepared for

war . "  So i t  p rov ided an  excuse, ' le t  us  say ,  fo r  o rder ing  ou t  Nat iona l

Guard troops, establ ishing them in camps along the border,  not  to

enter Mdxicoebut to congregate for  t ra in ing. I t  d id serve that purpose

and i t  was  a  he lp  in  our  in i t ia l  dep loyment  and engagement  in  wor ld

l r lar  I .  That 's about al ' l  I  can say --  the cont inuat ion of  the t radi t ion

of in peace prepare for war.

cou' ld we ta]k about some of the personal i t ies you remember f rom the

expedi t ion? For instance, how do you remember General  pershing --  any

inc idents  in  par t i cu la r  tha t  wou ld  te l l  us  any th ing  about  h is  charac ter?

hlell '  General Pershing was a very good friend of my father and he seemed

to  take  a  l i k ing  to  me,  inv i ted  me to  h is  own pr iva te  mess  and th ings  o f

that  sort .  He always would send, through me, his regards to rny father

because they were cadets together. l^lhen General Pershing went into the

cavalFJ, t l ty father went into the infantry;  I  don' t  remember their  ever

serving together.  My father,  when the expedi t ion was in Mdxico,  was in

command of a regiment of infantry, the Fourteenth Infantry, camped at
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N :

' J :

Doug las ,  Ar izona.  But  tha t ' s  about  a l l  - -  Genera l  persh ing  was very

nice to me. I  th ink i t 's  because he l iked ny father.  I  knew the

staf f  of f icers of  General  Pershing and I  had contact  wi th them in

connect ion wi th my dut ies as commander of  the wagon train.  I  would

report back to them each time I made a round trip to El valle and

back. hle were on the road al l  the t ime.

How about George Patton -- I guess he was Lieutenant patton at that

t ime. Did you have any contact  wi th him?

I  d id  no t  know h im a t  tha t  t ime.  He was an  ear l ie r  c lass  a t  West  po in t .

He was 1909, as I  remember,  and I 'm a c lass of  19. |6.  So we were not

cadets together. But when I came back from World l^lar I to Fort Bliss,

General  Patton, then a major I  bel ieve, as I  was, was on the staf f  of

General  Howze, my father- in- law, and we were here together at  that  t ime.

That was, of  course, fo l lowing the expedi t ion --  I  d id not know him

during the expedi t ion.  I  knew him and his wi fe better f rom I  924 to

1927 in the Hawai ian Is lands when we were together in the Hawai ian

Department there,  the Hawai ian Div is ion.  He was then the s-3 or

operat ions of f icer for  the Hawai ian Div is ion.  We were very c lose to

them social ly because Beatr ice Patton was a good fr iend of  ours.  we

would v is i t  them at Hamil ton near Boston and were there when their

daughter Beatr ice Jr .  was marr ied to General  t^ la l ters,  Johnny Walters.

That ' s  perhaps  a l1  you ' re  in te res ted  in .  I  admi red  h im as  a  so ld ie r

and in the manner in which he commanded the Third Army in World War I I .

I  had contacts wi th him in that  war but was not in his Third Army --

I  was in Bradley's First  Army and then General  s impson's Ninth Army
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J :

a t  the  end.

How about General Howze -- what could you tel1 us about General Howze?

we] l ,  of  course he's r4y father- in- lawrand Genera' l  Howze I  knew very

wel l .  He, incidental ly,  went to West point  when my father was already

there.  He fol lowed my father and General  Pershing and entered in 1883.

So he was a c lass behind General  pershing and my father.  But my father

became i l l  and was turned backr as the!  SaV, to the c lass of  lgg7,

which is the c lass that General  Howze was in.  General  Howze, though,

in turn became sick and was turned back to the c lass of  lggg and

graduated in that year. so each one for the same reason turned back

one year.  Genera' l  Pershing, though, cont inued and graduated without

i l lness  in '1886,  the  regu la r  t ime.  Genera l  Howze was,  o f  course ,  in

the Puni t ive Expedi t ion.  He vlas a major then of  the Eleventh cavalry.

The E leventh  prac t ica l l y  led  the  exped i t ion  and the  chase a f te r  V i l la .

General Howze had formed a crack squadron of picked men and picked

horses at  the f inal  stages of  the chase for Vi l la and made the longest

24 hour march that I  know of - -  i t  was 75 mi les,  the same man on the

same horse, of  course leading, the man would walk a whi le.  But that

is a measure of  the endurance and training of  those soldiers.  General

Howze was a Medal of  Honor man. He was engaged in Indian f ight ing

fo l low ing  h is  g raduat ion  in  1888 in  the  B lack  H i l l s  o f  South  Dakota .

He was awarded the Medal of Honor for escaping an encirclement by the

Indians and going with a corporal  back to the post and gett ing

reinforcements that saved the command. General Howze commanded,

before he came here to Fort  Bl iss,  at  the end of  1919, iust  before
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J :

I  d id .  the  Th i rd  D iv is ion  o f  our  a rmy on  the  Marne in  the  las t

stages of  the Argonne in hjor ld war I  and had then taken his Third

Divis ion to occupy the Rhine fol lowing the armist ice.  But then he

was ordered back here wi th a v iew to organiz ing the First  cavalry

Divis ion,  which was done commencing at  the t ime I  came in 1920. I t

was f inal ly organized one or two years later when al ' l  the t roops were

assembl ed.

The last  name that I 'd l ike to ask you about is Major Tompkins,  Tommy

Tompkins --  d id you know him?

Yes, I  knew Tommy Tompkins qui te wel ] .  He was a widower when I  came

back from world ! ' lar I. He commanded the seventh cavalry here then,

custer 's own. He v ' tas a colorful  man. I  was a bachelor and he was a

widower,  so I  would see him at  part ies and in Ju/rez and other places.

I  go t  to ' l i ke  h im very  much.  H is  daughter ,  inc identa l l y ,  mar r ied  D ick

S inger  - -  I  th ink  west  Po in t  c lass  o f  about  
. |920 - -  who was a lso  in

my regiment in Hawai i  in 1924 in the Eleventh Field Art i l lery.  Tommy

Tompkins had a facul ty of  arousing enthusiasm in his regiment.  The

regiment,  of  course, had a colorful  record already, and Tommy would

develop that. Every man was proud to be in the o]d Seventh. There

are many stor ies about him, and I  
' l iked 

him very much. Now i f  you

are interested jn the Pershing Expedi t ion,  I 'm sure you've probably

read chaslng vi ' l la by his brother,  colonel  Frank Tompkins.  Tommy

wasn' t  the k ind who wou' ld wr i te stor ies much --  Colonel  Frank Tompkins,

his brother,  was.

Jus t  one more  persona l i t y  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  about ,  sw i tch ing  over  to  theN:
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J :

other  s ide  - -  what  d id  the  so ld ie rs  th ink  about  pancho v i l la?

what was the general  at t i tude toward pancho vi l la at  the t ime

you v,rere at  Co' lonia Dubla6?

Wel l ,  you see, he was only a name to them. In the old army, a

so ld ie r  wou ld  know genera l l y  what  the  s i tua t ion  was,  bu t  spec i f i ca l l y

they cared only about the immediate commanders and orders. They

knew they were on an expedi t ion into Mejxico but the indiv idual  soldier

didn' t  know whether i t  was a puni t ive expedi t ion or whether i t  was to

prevent fur ther incursions of  our Uni ted states.  The men in general

don ' t  th ink  above the i r  own command - -  tha t ' s  fo r  the  h igher -ups ,  fo r

the staf f  of f icers.  And even the staf f  of f jcers,  General  pershing

h imse l f  - -  o f  course ,  I  can ' t  be  sure  o f  th is  - -  cou ldn ' t  have been

sure of  how long the expedi t ion wou' ld last ,  when they would be

withdrawn, or of  anything I ike that .  He was a subordinate,  he took

orders ,  and tha t ' s  the  way i t  i s .  You have a  da i l y  miss ion ,  you  have

a longer  m" iss ion  perhaps ,  and you car ry  i t  ou t ,  bu t  you  don ' t  a lways

know the  s i tua t ion  back  o f  the  par t i cu la r  miss ion .  And tha t ' s  the  way

i t  is  wi th soldiers --  they're not interested too much in anything

beyond their own command and making a good record for their own

command, performing their  dut ies in the most outstanding manner.

That ' s  about  a l l  the  ques t ions  I  have,  unress  you have any  o ther

exper iences  o f  yours ,  spec i f i c  inc idents  tha t  you ,d  l i ke  to  te l l  us

about .

I  th ink  one l i t t le  in te res t ing  th ing  is  tha t  on  the  banks  o f  the  Casas

Grandes River we used to hunt ducks. They wou'ld come from the north
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to the south and I ight on the water. I had sent back for my shotgun

and we of f icers would hunt there.  h le would r ide on our horses up

the r iver unt i l  we spotted them ahead and then turn our horses over

to the orderly to hold. I was puzzled by the small mounds that we

rode up upon along the r iver.  I  spotted on one of  them some pieces

of shel l  and pottery.  One t ime I  took some men with entrenching

tools,  shovels and picks,  to excavate and found that these were old

dwel l ings and had been occupied about a thousand years before by

Ind ians  who had migra ted  fa r ther  south .  Now,  fo l low ing  tha t ,  there 's

qui te a bi t  of  excavat ion in that  area of  Casas Grandes. I  d id not

save any  o f  the  re l i cs ,  l i t t le  wh i te  she l ' l so  each p ie rced to  make a

necklace and things of  that  sort ,  but  we would excavate a whole room

and f ind charred raf ters,  we would f ind a big pot in the corner where

they kept grain or water.  Nowadays, of  course, they know more about i t .

I  guess  tha t ' s  about  a l ' l  I  have.  Thank you very  much,  Co lone l  Jones .

Not  a t  a l l ,  Mr .  Novak  - -  I 'm very  happy to  have he lped you.
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