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Miners foothall team finished their spring season and now await the fall season.
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tackles, one tackle for a loss and
one interception, and Brendan Roy-
al, who finished with three tackles
and a sack.

“I think we played real fast and
real hard) Royal said. “We've been
making improvements all spring, so
I think we played good today.”

Kugler was extremely impressed
with Royal’s progression from the
start of spring ball until now. Al-
though he was not projected to
start, Kugler believes that he has
taken a big step this spring.

“All spring, Royal has established
himself as a part-time starter,” Ku-
gler said. “He’s going to be an im-
pact player on the defense”

UTEP lost a lot of their identity
on defense last year after the gradu-
ations of playmakers like Jimmy
Musgrave and defensive captain
Roy Robertson-Harris. Those po-
sitions are being filled by Cooper
Foster and Brian Madunezim.

“It was a great day,” Madunezim
said. “We all executed, we all played
fast, we played hard, we played
physical, we executed on every end,
we did everything coach asked of
us— it was a great way to end spring
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ball and head into the summer and
put in the grind”

Under new defensive coordinator
Theron Aych, the Miners’ defense
put on an impressive showing in the
spring game. Players who used to be
in different positions have adjusted
to new spots, which Kugler admits
is becoming a solid transition.

“That’s back-to-back scrimmages
they have come out and lit it up all
phases—short yardage,” Coach Ku-
gler said. “I'm really pleased with
the defense—more excited about
the guys we are going to get back
after the spring”

The Miners will continue their
off-season when they head for camp
later this year. Overall the spring
game will give younger players a
chance to play and a way to gauge
where the team is.

“We got a lot of progress to do
between now and training camp—it
starts in the weight room, it starts
in the classroom,” Kugler said. “This
gives us a starting point of where we
need to be”

UTEP football will start their sea-
son in the fall against New Mexico

State on Sept. 3 in the Sun Bowl.

Juon Corlos Novorette  may be reached af
theprospedordaily.sporfs@gmail.com.
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UTEP soccer stunts PAC- 12 teams

' MICHAELA ROMAN/ THE PROSPECTOR
Bri Thomas scored the go-ahead goal against the Arizona Wildcats on Sunday, April 18.
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The UTEP Miners’ spring exhibi-
tion games ended successfully over
the weekend, making their pres-
ence felt against two PAC-12 teams
and showcasing their strengths on
the field.

The Miners (5-1 exhibition) had
an impressive 2-0 win over Ari-
zona State on Saturday, April 16.
Goalkeeper Alyssa Palacios had
significant stops in the win, and in
the second half, UTEP had the Sun
Devils back peddling, scoring two
goals and stealing a 2-0 spring ex-
hibition win over the visiting team.

On Sunday, April 17, the Miners
controlled a valuable win over the
University of Arizona, who was a
previous sweet 16 team, at Univer-
sity Field, winning 2-0 in a com-
petitive match.

“We did very good,” head coach
Kevin Cross said. “We beat two
PAC-12 teams, and Arizona made
it to the sweet sixteen last year and
was ranked 20th in the country, so
this was a huge performance for
us’

In the first half, the Miners’ tough
defense moved the Wildcats out of
their comfort zone. Palacios had
another impressive game defend-
ing against several big shots that
the Wildcats had early on in the
game. The Wildcats were aggres-
sive at the start of the first half, but
UTEP’s tough defense pressured
Arizona and left them scoreless.

In the second half, the Min-
ers were the stronger aggressors.
Junior midfielder/defender Bri
Thomas took control on offense
quickly, and at the 15-minute
mark, she scored the first goal of
the game to give the Miners a 1-0
lead.

With time ticking down the last
10-minute mark, the Wildcats
again had a strong offense moving
down the field, but again, the Min-
er’s strong defense prevailed as Pa-
lacios saved two goals. On the first
save, Palacios made a diving catch
to save a potential game-tying goal
at the five-minute mark.

To cap the game, senior forward
Angela Cutaia dribbled down the
field, avoiding two Wildcat de-
fenders, and scored another goal
for the Miners with 2:20 remaining
in the game.

The Miners had Arizona panick-
ing for a goal with the final min-
utes remaining in the game, but the
Miners’ defense held on and they
pulled off a shutout victory 2-0 win
over Arizona.

Although the game may not
count in the record books, Cross
believes that the exhibition season
helps him scope out the ins-and-
outs of his team.

“This is where it starts,” Cross
said. “We showed that we can
beat two PAC-12 teams, so there’s
no reason we shouldn’t beat Con-
ference-USA teams. This should
only motivate us and help to train
harder because we can do it. Some
people might say one good perfor-
mance was maybe lucky, but two
wins against these teams shows
a sign of a good team and we've
shown it all spring. This team has
character and heart and they've
proven they can get the job done
this coming fall”

The Miners’ last spring exhibi-
tion game will be Saturday, April
23, against Eastern New Mexico at
University Field. Kick off for the
game is slated at 5 p.m.

(hristopher ~ Pifiones may be reached o
theprospeciordaily.sporis@gmail.com.



