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I n te rv iew  w i th  Manue l  T .  Es t rada .

DE:  What  i s  your  name?

ME:  Manny T .  Es t rada.

DE: Where were you born?

ME:  In  E l  Paso,  Texas .

DE: What were your parents '  names?

ME:  Romulda B lanco S i fuentes  and V icente  Es t rada.

DE: Do you remember where your mother was born?

ME:  Somewhere  in  Mex ico ,  I  th ink  j t  was  Cha lch igu i tes  (s i c ) .

DE: What about your dad?

ME:  I  don ' t  know.

DE: How was i t  that  your mom came to the Unjted States?

ME:  I  th ink  she  came down dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion ,  a round  the '20s ,  ac ross  the

br i  dge .

DE:  D id  she have to  pay  to  come in?

ME:  No ,  she  jus t  wa lked  ac ross  the  r i ve r ;  a t  l eas t  tha t rs  wha t  she  to ld  me.

DE:  What  d id  your  mother  do  when she came? What  was her  iob?

ME:  I  don ' t  know.  Ac tua l l y  she  was jus t  a  housewj fe ,  and d jd  odds  and ends ,

and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .

What do you remember about your chi ldhood?

0h ,  a  lo t  o f  th ings .

Such  as?

You mean,  tha t  s tand ou t?

Yes, something you remember.

t ^ le l l ,  i  know I  used to  ge t  up  a t  3 :00  in  the  morn i rg ,  go  ou t  and de l i ver

papers.  Then when we moved to Ochoa Street,  I  saw this guy get hi t  wi th

a  b ig  o ld  b r ick  l tha f l  bus ted  h is  sku l l .  That  sor t  o f  made a  b ig  impress ion ,

and a  few o ther  th ings" -1 ike  somebody go t  h j t  w i th  an  ax ;  you  know,  someth ing

nt r .

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:



DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:
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tha t  keeps  w i th  you fo r  a  long t ime and makes a  b ig  impress ion  on  you.

And / f  remembef a lot  of  work we'd do when we were kids,  a whole bunch

o f  th ings .  Bu t  i t  wou ld  be  a  long  s to ry .

DE:  Cou ld  you  exp la in  the  l i v ing  cond i t i ons  in  wh ich  you  l i ved?

ME:  0h ,  we d idnr t  have no th ing .  I  remember  we used to  l i ve  in  two rooms most

of  the t ' ime. We used to have an old wooden stove, we used to chop wood

for  i t .  And we had a  tab le ,  a  coup le  o f  cha ' i rs ,  a  bed,  and someth ing  to

pu t  our  c l  o thes  i  n .

Where did you get the wood?

We bough t ' i t  f o r  abou t  a  n ick le  a  pa i l ,  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  a  gunny  sack .

We used to go about three or four blocks to buy some every day. We used

to cook everything in the wooden stove; / I t  woul ! /  keep us warm in the

win ter  and ho t  in  the  summer .

What  schoo l  d id  you a t tend?

i  started at  Alamo Elementary.  From there I  went to Bowie Jr .  High. At

tha t  t ime they  had jus t  s ta r ted  i t .  Then fwent  to7  Bowie  H igh  Schoo l ,

which was on Seventh and Cotton, then they made the new school .  I  got  out

o f  there  jn  1946.  A f te r  tha t  I  went  in to  the  Serv ice ,  go t  back ,  and went

to  E l  Paso Techn ica l  Ins t i tu te .

DE: How were you treated in the schools?

ME: In grammar,  ' i t  was kind of  rough, I  guess; f ike every other school  I  guess

i t  was  pre t ty  good.  They  taught  us  the  fundamenta ls  and they  d jdn ' t  have

anyth ing  ex t raord inary .  i f  you  were  s low,  you were  s low,  and tha t  was  ' i t ;

there were no special  c lasses. t , lhen I  was a k id,  I  used to be pret ty good

in  Math .  I  remember  an  inc ident :  We used to  have those Math  qu izzes

f iher{  they send us up to the board.  This guy was kind of  s low in Math,

and he used to stand next to me and copy what I  wrote on the board,  'cause
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i t  was a speed test  at  the same t ime. And the teacher sort  of  sneaked up

and grabbed h im by  the  ha i r  and to ld  h im,  "Don ' t  copy  Manny 's , "  and h i t

h is  head aga ins t  the  b lackboard .  Usua l ly  tha t ' s  how they  kept  you f rom

copy ing .  I  guess  to  keep you ' in  l ine  lThey 'd7  padd le  you and th is  and tha t

when you went  too  fa r  ou t  o f  l ' i ne .  I  don ' t  th ink  we had as  many prob ' lems

as  we have  today  on  d isc ip l jne"

DE: Did the educat ion help you through the t imes? As of  now, has the educat ion

you got he' lpeci  you?

ME:  l ^ le l l ,  i t  has  he lped me.  I  guess  I  a lways  wanted  to  learn  someth ing ,  ' cause

I  d idn ' t  wan t  to  s tay  in  tha t  p lace  where  I  l i ved  veny ' long .

DE:  Th is  educat ion  tha t  you  go t ,  were  the  teachers  Ang los ,  Mex icans ,  o r  o f

what ethn' ic background were they?

ME:  Wel l ,  I  th ink  about  90  percent  were  Ang ' los .  I  can  on ly  remember  about  two

or three of  them. There was one very good teacher,  she was part  Mexican.

Her mother was Mexican and her father was Ang1o. She was real  good. She

s t i l l  i s ,  jn  fac t .  She 's  a  good teacher .  But  most  o f  them were  Ang los .

Maybe one out of  ten,  or  less than that ( two that I  can remember) were

Mex ican;  no t  Mex ican,  bu t  o f  Mex ican descent .

DE:  When you were  a  l i t t le  k id ,  d id  your  paren ts  o r  mother  ever  vo te?

l {E :  No,  they  d ' idn t t  know too  much.  They  never  go t  jnvo lved in  po l i t i cs .  In

fac t ,  I  don ' t  th jnk  they  had any  t ime to  ge t  in to  po l i t i cs "  L i fe  was lFoug!7 ;

we were  too  poor  to  spend t ime,  you know,  ge t t ' i ng ' invo lved"

DE:  To  bo ther  w i th  po l i t i cs .

ME:  That ' s  r igh t .  Nobody ac tua l ' l y  go t  invo lved

DE: How old were you when you started dat ing?

ME: I  started dat ing maybe when I  started high

4  O ian ' t  da te /  too  much ;  I  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd

w' i  th i  t .

schoo l - -abou t  
. |4 ,  

l 5  years  o1d .

i t  and a t  tha t  t ime you had to
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DE:

l'|E:

have a t  leas t  someth jng  to  p ick  her  up ,  to  do  someth ingn make

on the  g i  11  .

[^ lhy did you have to make an impression?

0h, I  don' t  know. lM-aybg7 because most of  us thought that  we

lower  par t  o f  the  town or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  We jus t  had an

complex ,  I  guess .

How old were you when you got marr ied?

25 ,  I  th ink .

l , lhy did you take so long?

I  don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  too ' long .  I  wan ted  to  f i nd  ou t  a  lo t  o f

l i fe ;  and maybe,  I  f igured  I  had to  have a  career ,  a  good job ,

even go t  mar r ied .  I f  I  wou ld  have mar r ied  when I  was  younger ,

an  impress ion

I  j ved  on  the

i nferi ori ty

th ings ,  en joy

before I

I know I

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

Ll

wouldn' t  have anything to support  my kids and 6h.y would be as bad of f

as  I  was  when I  was  a  k jd - -no t  have enough money and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .

wanted to have a good job.

Where exact ly were you born?

In South El  Paso, around the 600 b' lock /of  0cho

What  was the  da te  o r  your  b i r th?

June 3  ,  1928,  a round I  2 :00 ,  on  a  Sunday.

What were the jobs you he]d?

Wel l ,  I  de l i vered  papers  f rom one end o f  town to  another  when I  was  seven

or eight.  Me and another k jd held that  for  about three or four years maybe,

un t i l  I  was  about  l l  o r  12 .  Then we s ta r ted  he lp ing  here  and there ,  a t

the  C i ty  Marke t ,  un load ing  vegetab les  and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  A f te r  tha t

when I  was about 
. |3,  

I  started working as a busboy at  the Hotel  Paso del

Nor te  un t ' i l  I  was  
. |5 ,  

t lhen  I  was  a  Jun io r  in  h igh  schoo l ,  I  s ta r ted  work-

ing  a t  A"B.  D ick  un t i l  I  was  a  Sen ' io r .  A f te r  tha t ,  I  go t  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo ' l
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DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

and I  went  in to  the  Serv ice .

After I  got  out of  the Service,  I  worked for M&M Refr igerat ion,  w' ind-

ing  up  e lec t r i c  motors .  I  learned the  t rade pre t ty  goodn I  th ink .  0 f

course ,  I t  d idn ' t  pay  much .  I  then  s ta r ted  in  re f r ige ra t ion ,  se l f i ng  re -

f r igera t ion  and heat ing  app ' l iances  and a l l  tha t  k ind  o f  s tu f f .  La ter  on

I got out of  there because I  f igured there was no chance of  advancement

in  tha t  p lace ,  ' cause a t  tha t  t i rne  they  jus t  h j red  Ang lo  sa lesmen.  Me

and the  boss  go t  in to  a  hass le  because my name wasn ' t  "Jones , "  so  I  go t

"d ismissed , "  as  he  ca l led  i t ,  because  I  d idn ' t  go  w i th  the  o rgan ' i za t ion .

Then I  s ta r ted  work jng  w i th  e lec t r i c  motors ,  go ing  back  to  the  o1d job  o f

w ind jng  motors  and armature .  In  the  meant ime,  I  made app l ica t ions  a l l

a round and f ina l l y  go t  a  job  a t  ! {h i te  Sands.

How I  ong have you been worki  ng there?

I ' ve  been work ing  there  20  years  and I ' ve  go t  two years  in  the  Serv ice ,

wh ich  a lso  counts  toward  re t j rement .  That ' s  22  and a  ha l f  years .

D id  h lo r ld  War  I I  have an  impact  on  you and your  l i fe?

Wel l ,  Wor ld  h la r  I I ,  I  spen t  par t  o f  i t  i n  the re - -ac tua1 ly ,  a f te r  i t  was

jus t  abou t  over l  I t  wasn ' t  rea l l y  dec la red  over ,  though .  Bu t  I  d id  lea rn

a  lo t  o f  s tu f f ;  i t  made me grow up.  I  go t  a l l  my in fe r io r i t ies  w ' iped ou t .

I  had a  l i t t le  b i t  more  conf idence in  myse l f  when I  go t  back  f rom the

Serv ' i ce .  I  learned my iob .  I  spoke a  l i t t le  be t te r  Eng l ish  than when

I  went  in ,  because I  p rac t iced  a  l i t t le  more .  0 f  course ,  I  had a  lo t  more

conf jdence when I  go t  ou t  than when I  went  jn .  I t  made a  man out  o f  me.

The  Serv ice  he lped  no t  on ly  me,  I  th jnk  i t  he lped  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  peop le .

Then I  go t  oppor tun j t ies  tha t  I  d idn ' t  have be fore .

How many chi ldren do you have?

I have two boys and two gir ls.
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DE:

ME:

Was i t  rough ra ' i s ing  the  ch i ld ren?

Wel1 ,  i t  wasn ' t  rough TBecauseT most  o f  the  t ime the  w i fe  took  care  o f  them

pretty good. I  helped her out,  t r ied to as much as I  could.  I  brought them

up jus t  r igh t ;  I  thought  I  d id ,  anyway.

How ol d are you now?

I  'm  48 .

What do you do in your spare t ' ime?

0h,  I  don ' t  th ink  i  have too  much spare  t ime.  I  t ry  to  make a  l i t t le  spare

t ' ime once in  a  wh i le ,  bu t  usua l ly  I  work  a round the  house,  do  odds  and ends ;

F i i l  leaky  faucets ,  to rn  screens ,  bus ted  w jndows,  e tc . ,  e tc .

Do you vote in elect ' ions?

Yes,  I  t ry  to  vo te  in  most  o f  the  e lec t ions .  I  t ry  to ' in fo rm myse l f  who 's

running for what,  what they are doing, what they've done, what they haven' t

done,  what  they  have promised,  and j f  they  have kept  them or  no t .

What  i s  your  op in ion  o f  the  word  "Ch icano?"

Wel l ,  I  th jnk  a  Ch ' i cano  ' i s  usua l l y  a  La t in  Amer ican ,  mos t  o f  the  peop le  tha t

are born and raised here f rom Mex' ican descent.  Wel l ,  not  only Mexican des-

cent ,  t6u i l  La t in  descent ;  le t ' s  pu t  j t  tha t  way .

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

DE:

ME:

hlhat do you associate or th ink when you hear the term

0h,  when I  hear  " la  razar "  tha t  means most  o f  my own

cans.

Where do you I i ve now?

I  l i ve  here  in  E l  Paso a t  
. |525  

Nueces  Way.

Do you ever want to move from this house?

We11,  tha t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  op in ' i on .  I  ac tua l ' l y

Would  you cons ider  mov ing?

Not  i f  I  can  he lp  i t .

" l  a  raza? "

peopl e,  Lat i  n Ameri  -

but  the w' i fe does.
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I f  you had one dream come t rue,  what  would you want  i t  to  be?

See my k ids grow up to  make me feel  proud of  them, I  guess,  see that  they

don ' t  go  th rough  the  same l i f e  t ha t  I  wen t  t h rough  and  have  a  n i ce  l i f e .

Let  everybody care for  the i r  mother  and fa ther ,  I  guess.  Most ly  make

somebody out of  themsel ves.

DE:  Whj le  you were  growing  up ,  was  there  any  pre jud ice  or  d id  you fee l  any

pre jud ice  bes ides  the  inc ident  you sa id ,  7 fn  wh ich /  you  were  se l l ' i ng  and

your  name wasn ' t  "Jones?"  Was there  any  o ther  p re jud ices  or  d jsc r im ina-

t i  on?

ME:  0h ,  yeah,  dur ing  my t ime when I  was  a  k id  and every th ing .  t {os t  o f  the

t ime you lwou l {J  go  and app ly  fo r  a  job  (espec ia l l y  when I  go t  ou t  o f

the  Serv ice ,  I  guess) ,  and they  never  had 6n i l ,  o r  they 'd  say ,  "Come

back  la te r , "  "We ' l l  ca l l  you , "  o r  th i s  o r  tha t .  And  you  cou ld  te l l  tha t

you 'd  never  ge t  h i red  because you weren ' t  an  Ang1o,  most  o f  us .  A t  the

t ime, I  don' t  th ink the El  Paso Electr ic Company or the Telephone Com-

pany or  b ig  compan ies  around here  had any  Ch icanos ,  as  you ca l l  them.

They didn' t  have them. But I  guess af ter  World l , lar  I I ,  af ter  everything

s tar ted  mov ing  around here  and there ,  th jngs  s ta r ted  to  change.  But  ye t

I  go t  ou t  o f  tha t  ra t  race ,  work ing  fo r  Whi te  Sands.  And Whi te  Sands,

i  guess, has / toqg.7 preiud' ice.

DE:

ME:

What are you dong to do af ter  you ret ' i re? Do you

I t  w i l l  be  a  wh i le  be fo re  i  can  re t i re .  I  don ' t

I  jus t  want  to  en joy  l i fe ,maybe do  l i t t le  th ings

have any  p lans?

make very  many p1ans.

I always wanted to

Maybe I  won ' t  evendo  /6uV haven ' t  done- - re lax  a  l i t t l e ,  I  guess .

r e l  ax .

DE:  Do you th ink  you have accompl ished much f rom where  you were  or ig ina l l y

and where you have gotten to now?

ME:  Yes ,  I  th ink  I  d ' id ,  bu t  on ly  th rough se l f -de term' ina t ' ion .  0nce you ' re  a t
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a  ce r ta in

you suf fer

haro 1a-n{

p lace  you

through a

educat i  ng

don ' t  wan t

lo t .  And

yoursel  f ,

t o  s t i ck  a round  tha t  p lace  ve ry

the  on l y  way  you  can  ge t  ou t  i s

have a good educat ion.

l ong  ' cause

worki  ng


