
Institute of Oral History

Interviews

University of Texas at El Paso Year 1976

Interview no. 265

Pedro Saucedo

This paper is posted at DigitalCommons@UTEP.

http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/interviews/265



UNIVERSITY OF

INSTITUTE OF

TEXAS AT EL PASO

ORAL HISTORY

I IIITERV I EIdEE :

II{TERV IEI,IER:

PROJECT:

DATE OF INTERVIEII:

TERI"IS 0F USt:

TAPE NO. :

TRANSCRIPT I IC.:

TRAI{SCRIBER:

DATE TRANSCRISED:

45 minutes .

10  pages

Pedro Saucedo ( l91 1 -

B i l l  V .  Ab i lez

Class Project

November 30, 
. l976

Unrestri cted

265

265

B i l l  V .  Ab i iez

No,lember 30-December 7, 1976

BI0GRAPHICAL SYN0PSIS 0F itttTERVIEi' lEE:

Former ASARCO and railroad employee.

SUi'ii'lARY 0F iIITERVIEi'l:

Biography; work exper iences; discr iminat ion;  Mexican American supervisors
at the rai l road and their  pract ices in deal ing wi th other Mexican Americans
and Anglo workers; dispute over wages paid to }4exican Americans at ASARC0;
opinions about the Chicano Movernent.

***The transcr ipt  of  the interview has been translated into Engl ish by the
transcr i  bers.



A:

S :

A:

Mr .  Saucedo ,  cou ld

born and where you

I  was bonn . )u1y 15,

Sou th  E l  Paso .

you te1 I  us about your background, where you were
'l 
i ved'?

S:

A :

S :

1911 ,  ' i n  E l  Paso,  Texas ,  in  what  was and s t i l l  i s

Could you tel l  us where youn parents were born,Mr.  Saucedo? Were they

born  here  in  E l  Paso,  Texas?

No, they were both born in M6i ico.

What k ind of  work did your father do, lv l r .  Saucedo?

He was jus t  a  common laborer .  He had no  sk i l l s  to  speak  o f .  He worked

at whatever there was.

After your parents moved to El  Paso, Mr.  Saucedo, where did you grow up?

[^1e11,  we moved to  what  was o ld  For t  B l  i ss ,  o f f  Don iphan road.  I t  was

ca l led  the  ba l r io  ba io ,  because thene vvas  a  bar r io  Pa jp  and a  bar r io

al to.  We I  ived at  the ba.r l lq bqjo,  where my mother used to make

tor t i l l as  to  se l l .  l v l y  fa ther  d ied  when I  was  very  young.  I t  was  here

in  e l  bar r io  ba ja  where  she met  th is  man whom she mar r ied ,  Mr .  Luc io

Va ldez .  S ' ince  he  was work ing  a t  the  Smel te r  we moved to  Smel te r  Town,

wh ich  was  ca l led  bar r jo  a l to .

Could you tel l  us something about your educat ion,  Mr.  Saucedo?

I  d idnr t  have much educat ion  to  speak  o f .  I  on ly  went  to  the  5 th  g rade

and I  only went because my mother made me do so. I  went to a school

named Courchesne. We had to wal  k about three mi l  es one way and I  iust

f l a t  go t  t i red  o f  wa lk ing  to  schoo l ,  so  I  i us t  qu i t  schoo l .  However

the company had a vocat ional  school  which was run by Mr.  Carrasco. He

was a  very  to le ran t  man and he  taught  us  how to  do  d i f fenent  th ings .

My brother Cruz went there too.

The company also had what we cal led the company store.  Everythi 'ng

we needed was there .  A l l  you  had to  do  was charge i t  and s ign  on  the

A:

S :
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dot ted  l ine .  L ike  fo r  Chr is tmas the  men wou ld  a lneady  be  bor rowing  on

the i r  sa la r ies  fo r  the  months  o f  February  and sonet imes as  fa r  as  Apr i ' l

or  May, df ld here i t  was on' ly November or Decenber.  The only money we

rece ived was about  f i f t y  cen ts  because tha t ls  how much the  ha i r  cu ts

used to cost .  The conpany did not have a company barber.  So the com-

pany used to  g ive  you a  b ig  check ,  bu t  on ly  in  paper  because the  amount

was always the same-- just  f i f ty  cents.  One good thing was that we never

had prob lems in  ge t t ' i ng  any th ' ing ,  the  company jus t  wanted  us  to  s ign

our I  i fe away. hlhen the sons of  the men who worked there grew up they

were assured of  a steady job,  so as to pay of f  the debt wh' ich the father

had accrued. ,c,nd that 's the way i t  went f rom generat ion to generat ion.

t , r le used to make a l i t t le extra money by going along as caddies to

gol fers in the El  Paso Country Club. They used to pay us seventy-f ive

cents  fo r  e igh teen ho les .  P lus  they  used to  g ive  us  a  b ig  lunch,

which was real' ly too much for one person. [r{e had some good times work-

ing  as  cadd ies .

Mr .  Car rasco rea l l y  he lped us  a  lo t .  When we d idn ' t  have money

for  the  rea l  necess i t ies  o f  l i fe ,  he  wou ld  d ip  in to  h is  own pocket  and

wou ld  g ive  us  some--no t  much,  bu t  s t i l l  he  wou ld  he lp  us .  Mr .  Car rasco

came up with and idea about start ing a boy scout t roop and asked how

nnny o f  us  wou ld  be  in te res ted  in  jo in ing .  S ince  the  t roop was to  be

out f i t ted  we a l l  vo lun teered to  jo in .  Heck ,  we were  a l l  bare foo ted

and now we were  go ing  to  have shoes ,  new pants ,  sh i r ts ,  and the  who le

bi t .  So they took us to the Populan Department Store and we got sui ted

out.  When we got to the storer l  was asked how many blankets I  needed,

and I  to ld them two, s ince I  was a cold blooded boy. Anyway, I  got  two
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blankets.  They showed us how to cook and make pies and a few other

th ings-  Some o f  us  d idn f t  learn  any th ing ,  we were  there  jus t  to  pass

thet imeand get the goodies that we could get '  l l |e had some good t imes'

There  was no t  much vanda ' l i sm or  s tea l ' ingn  because We d idn ' t  have

anyth ing  to  s tea l  f rom each o ther .  Bes ides ,  i f  you  go t  ou t  o f  l ine  a

judge was there  too .  The iudgers  name was Mr .  Dominguez.  He took

care  o f  a l l  the  sentenc ' ing  there  was.  A  po l i ceman ca l led  Mr .  F le tcher

used to  round up  a1 l  the  drunks  because tha t  was  a l l  there  was,  no

drugs  on  no th ing  l i ke  tha t .  We had a  good t ime.  We had every th ing

we needed, we had the company store and we could get anything we needed

there .  Mr .  Car rasco he lped my bro ther  Cruz ,  who is  an  eng ineer  in

M6x ico ,  a ' lo t .  Mr .  Car rasco sent  my bro ther  to  Ch icago so tha the  cou ld

study over there.  When he f in ished he came back to El  Paso, but '  he

told Mr.  Carrasco and my mother that  there was no future for  h im in

E l  paso as  a  Mex jcan,  and s jnce  he  had been born  in  M6x ico  he  went  back

to  Mdx ico .  There  he  mar r ied  and most  o f  h is  ch i ld ren  now are  a lso

engi  neers .

$ne day l4r .  Carrasco asked this f r iend of  mine to get a ladder

out  o f  the  too l  room where  i  worked,  because they  d idn ' t  g jve  me very

hard  jobs  because  I  rea l l y  d idnr t  do  too  much .  I  d ' i dn ' t  rea l l y  have

too  much smar ts .  I  jus t  d id  p la in  labor  iobs .  A t  any  ra te  Mr .  car rasco

knew that th is ladder could not come out of  the tool  room' but he

wanted to  see what  th is  f r iend  o f  mine  wou ld  rea l l y  do .  So th is

fr iend of  mjne went and asked me for a hammer'  a saw' and a square.

We11,  I  was  surpr ised  to  hear  tha t  f rom h im,  and I  asked h im '  "HaVe

they made you a boss?" He laughed, and answered that he was supposed
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to  ge t  tha t  ladder  ou t ,  and s ince  the  ladder  couJd no t  come out  o f  the

tool  t^oom in one piece, nly f r iend thought that  i f  he took the ladder

apart  he could do i t .  l^ le l l  when Mr.  Carrasco got back and saw what my

fr iend had done. He threw the new cowboy hat he had just  bought in

town on the  f loor  and s tepped a l l  over  the  ha t ,  jus t  because he  was so

mad.

Wel l ,  Mr .  Car rasco was a  very  n ice  man.  Once in  a  wh i le  we s t i l l

ge t  together  and ta lk  about  those o ld  t imes.  Mr .  Carnasco wou ld  check

on the guys at  n ight to see ' i f  they wene doing thein homework.  The

company a lso  prov ided good th ings  fo r  us  such as  the  vocat iona l  t ra ' in ing ,

because most of  us were good on' ly for  odd jobs.  However th is type of

t ra in ing did help uS, and some of the best mechanics came from Mr.

Car rasco 's  schoo l .  Mr .  Car rasco a lso  had g i r l s  and he  used to  teach

h is  g i r l s  how to  cook ,  mend and o ther  th ings  tha t  g ' i r1s  do  when they

grow up and ge t  mar r ieo .  He had about  twe lve  g i r l s  he  used to  teach.

Not to long ago the company donated some land for a monunent honor-

ing  Mr .  Car rasco,  and I  be l ieve  tha t  some o f  our  names were  in  tha t

plaque that was erected here in El  Paso. I t  was erected a' long the same

place Mr .  Car rasco used to  teach schoo l .  I  be l ieve  the  company d id  a

good th ing  by  p ' lac ing  a  smal l  monument  in  honor  o f  th is  g rea t  man '  Mr .

Car rasco .  He  rea11y  d id  do  a  lo t  fo r  a l l  o f  us .

Cou ld  you te l l  us  a  l i t t le  about  your  schoo l  ac t i v i t ies ,  Mr .  Saucedo?

For example,  how did you spend a typical  Saturday or Sunday-- that is

to  say ,  when you d idn ' t  work?

We11,  we  rea l l y  d idn ' t  have  much  to  do ,  There  was  a  Y .M.C"A.  c lose

tha t  used to  show us  mov ' ies .  
' f  
he  Y.N.C.A.  was a t  the  bar r ig  - !S jg

and we had to wal  k down there.  Other than that we
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could also caddie and make ourselves and extra seventy-f jve cents for

e igh teen  ho les ,  p lus  tha t  one  b ig  lunch  we go t .  We cou ld  a lso  go  to

the plaza and watch the people there.  We djdn' t  have any money to

speak o f .  The mov ies  a t  the  Y.M.C.A.  were  f ree  so  we were  to  go  there

more of ten and there we coulo also take a shower.

Mr.  Saucedo, could ycu tel l  me about your f i rst  employment?

l , l le l l ,  I  s tarted working at  a lumber company fon ten cents and hour.  I

used to  work  there  ten  hours  a  day .  One day  (Sunday) ,  I  jus t  d idn ' t

wake up  in  t ime to  go  to  work ,  and when I  go t  there ,  the  boss  (wh i te )

sa id  tha t  I  no  longer  had  a  job .  I  sa id ,  "Okay ,  you ' re  the  boss . "

I  took  my lunch box ,  go t  my t ime pa id  and went  home.  As  luck  wou ld

have i t  there  was an  e lec t r i cp lan tgo ing  up  and I  managed to  ge t  on

with them. I  started to work for  twenty-f ive cents an houn. Then i t

went  up  to  th i r ty - f i ve  cents  an  hour  un t i l  i t  go t  to  f i f t y  cen ts  an

hour .  But  then a  ques t ion  arose as  to  why we,  the  Mex ican-Amer icans ,

shou ld  ge t f i f t ycents  and hour ,  tha t  tha t  was  too  much money fo r  us

(Mex ican-Amer icans) ,  tha t  we d idnr t  need tha t  much money.  I  r .ea11y

d idn ' t  l i ke  the  way they  t rea ted  us  because they  ( the  boss)  rea11y

favored the  wh i te  guys .  They  (wh i te  guys)  go t  the  eas ie r  jobs ,  wh i le

we got  the  d i r ty  ones ;  a

I  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t  so  I  j u

got my t ime card and lef

done.  He to ld  me not  to

me a  job .

We11,  I  s ta r ted  wor

I stayed there unt' i l  the

that happened very of ten throughout the day.

t  to ld  them tha t  they  cou ld  keep the i r  job ,

.  I  went and told my step-father what I  had

worry,  to just  go l^r i th him and he would get

ing  a t  the  smel te r  as  a  pa in te r rs  he lper  and

Depression started to come upon us.  I  was

A:

S :
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l a id  o f f  and I  jus t  cou ldn ' t  ge t  any th ing .  I  s tayed o f f  work  about

th ree  years ,  About  
' l935 ,  

my s tep- fa ther  go t  k i l led  in  an  acc ident  a t

the smelter and we received about $8,000, wi th which my mother bought

a house. And the rest  of  the roney, my mother put i t  in the bank. I

went to r^rork for  the smelter aga' in about 1935. I  got  mam'ied, and my

mother gave me the nroney to buy the house in which we now l ive f rom the

money we received from my step-father 's acc' ident.  Then my wife said

that the house was too big and that she was afraid to I  ive in ' i t  by

hersel f .  So my mother sold her house and bought hal f  of  our house from

us,  and she s tayed there  un t i l  she  d ied  in  1967.

I  went to work for  the smelter again for  two dol lars and forty

cents  a  day ,  and I  saw tha t  the  cond ' i t ions  had no t  changed.  I  to ld

the boss I  was going to qui t  because I  needed more money, and since

they  cou ldn ' t  g ive  a  ra ise  and the  work  was rea l  hard ,  I  jus t  to ld  the

boss  tha t  I  was  go ing  to  look  fo r  someth ing  be t te r .  He sa jd ,  "Oka! ,

here's you t ime,"  so I  went home. My real  chance at  a better job came

when the wan got started and I  went to work for  the Southern Paci f ic

Ra i l road.  One good th ing  the  ra i l road has ,  and tha t ' s  good fo remen

and superv isors .  However  there  was much d isc r im ina t ion  aga ins t  us

Mexican-Americans, but that  was expected. The Anglos always got the

bet te r  jobs ,  however  I  go t  a long w i th  a l l  the  bosses .  And even though

we were harassed by the Mexican-Amerjcan supervisors,  we nnnaged to

give them a few white hairs.  l^ le got the worst  jobs.  The ones that

had the npst danger were assigned to the Mexican-Americans; however,

the same wages that were paid to the Anglos were paid to us.  We only

had a few Mexjcan-American supervisorsr dr ' rd th is was not too iong ago
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that  they were made supervisors.  For a long t ime there were no Mexican-

Amenicans as supervisors,  even though they knew the job or knew how

the job was supposed to be done. The Mexican-American supervisors

a' lways got us to do npre work for  them, more work than what the Anglos

pu t  ou t .

How did the supervisors t reat  you-- that  is,  comparing the two, say the

Ang lo  aga ins t  the  Mex ican-Amer ican?

Wel '1,  the Anglo always treated me better than the Mexican-American.

That 's  why  I  a lways  pre fer rec i  to  work  fo r  an  Ang lo  superv isor .  They .

treated me better.  The Anglo stood by you jn certain th ings or they

wou ld  back  you up .  The Mex ican 'Amer jcan d idn ' t  s tand up  fo r  you ;  they

often iust  let  you go see the boss by yoursel f  and they were afraid

to  see the  boss  themse lves .

Did you have means to get back /at l  these supervisors that  t reated

you bad?

0h,  yes .  We used to  go  ou t  and check  a  t ra in ,  and when i t  shou ld  take

about  an  hour  to  f in ' i sh ,  we used to  take  twr lce  as  long then h jde .  The

superv isor  wou ld  come look ing  fo r  us  and kept  look ing ,  bu t  we jus t

le t  h im go on  search ing .  The superv isor  wou ld  ge t  mad as  heck ,  bu t

they  cou ldnr t  do  any th ing  because they  cou ldn ' t  f i re  us .  Then the  boss

would give them heck for not f in ishing the trajn on t ime. l , . le had to

work to please the supervisor /even i f  i t  wasT not the best way to do

the job.  0nce we had to take oi l  to the head of  the t ra in,  some sixty

cars away. t ' le could have started r ight  where we were, but the boss

sa id  we  were  to  s ta r t  a t  the  o ther  end ,  so  we  d jd  i t .  Bu t  we  d id ' i t

because we had to,  not  becauqe i t  was the best way.

A :

S:
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A: Mr.  Saucedo, do you remember World l^ lar  I I  and could you te1] us sone-

th ing  about  i t?

S: l , , le l l ,  I  remember that  there were a lot  of

mean ing  b lack  peop le / ,  a l ' l  over  the  p1ace.  You cou ld  see the i r  b ig

eyes  and sh in ing  tee th  a l l  over  the  p lace .  These fo lks  were  jus t

wa i t ing  to  see i f  they  cou ld  ge t  jobs .

In  regard  to  the  Ch icano Movement ,  what  i s  your  op ' in ion  on  the  sub jec t?

l^ Ie l1 ,  I  be l ievewe are  very  d isorgan ized.  There  is  no  un i ty  ' in  our  race .

I  rememben when I  f i rst  came to wonk here at  Southern Paci f ic  Rai l road,

a  fe l low co-worker  d id  no t  want  to  te l l  me wh ich  t rack  was wh ' i ch .  A l l

he  sa id  was,  "You111 know,  you '1 I  know."  Th ' i s  guy  was Mex ican-Amer ican,

bu t  do  you th ink  he  to ld  me what  to  look  ou t  fo r?  Heck  no ,  he  jus t

d idn ' t  vo lun teer  any th ing .  I  be l ieve  he  was a f ra id  I  was  go ing  to  take

h is  job  away.  I  be l ieve  some men a t  one t ime wanted  to  burn  the  Popu lar

Depar tment  S to re ,  and  I  don ' t  go  fo r  th i s .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in  th l s

k ind  o f  th ing .

When was the f i rst  t ime you voted, Mr.  Saucedo?

I  s ta r ted  to  vo te  about  1933.  I  had ro  pay  one do l la r  and seventy - f i ve

cents  fo r  i t .  Bu t  some fo lks  d idn ' t  want  to  pay  fo r  i t ,  they  be l ieved they

/5hou1d have Seen able to vote forT f ree. Thefe were Some pol i t iCians

Cuerv i tos  /T i t t le  b lack  c rows,

A :

S :

A :

S :

A :

inut ,r.o to pay

what of a common

I  i ke  tha t .

Mr.  Saucedo, why

representat i  ves

We:l l  ,  because i t

your pol l  tax i f  you voted for them. This was some-

pract ice;  there was no one to watch out for  th ings

do you uhink t 'hat there has been few Mexican-American

in  po l i t i cs?

goes back to the quest ion of  uni ty.  There ' is  no un' i ty.5 :
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We do not cooperate wi th each other.  ! ' le t ry to get at  each other

ins tead o f  he lp ing  each o ther .  The pr ide  tha t  has  kept  us  down js  s t i l ' l

there.  I  have gotten more he1p at  work f rom Blacks than from Mexican-

Ane ri cans .

Do you renember  a  Mex ican-Amer icanpo l i t ' i ca1  leader  here  in  E l  Paso?

Mr .  Raymond 'Te l les ,  I  be l ieve ,  go t  the  Mex ican  vo te  by  pu l l i ng  us

together .  He d id  a  lo t  fo r  the  Mex ican-Amenican.

Could you tel l  me when and how youn fami ly came to El  Paso?

l , . le1 1 ,  my parents came to El  Paso because of  the Revol  ut ion and because

there  wasn ' t  any  agr icu l tu ra l  work  fo r  my fa then.

What did your parents th ink of  , ludnez-El  Paso when they f i rst  got  here?

We' l1n  they  l  i ked  " i t .  My mother  l i ked  i t  because i t  was  b ig  and i t

of fered a better opportuni ty,  a better p ' lace my father could f ind work.

Can you te11 me when you f i rst  heard the word Chicano and what i t  means?

l^ le l l ,  I  f j r s t  heand i t  about  th ree  years  ago.  Everybody was say ing

Chicano,  bu t  I  rea l l y  d idnr t  use  i t  much.  h le  wou ld  th row the  word

around when we upuld get together and joken but that  was the extent of

i t .

What do you th ' ink about the Chicano Movement?

l , . Ie l1 ,  l i ke  I  sa id  be fo re ,  i f  we

wi th  each o ther ,  then we cou ld

What  abou t  i11ega1  a l  i ens?

could on' ly come together and cooperate

certa i  n ' ly  do better.

A:

S:

A:

S:

A :

s .

A :

S:

n .

q .

A:

S: t ^ le l1 ,  they  take  jobs  away  f rom U.S .  c i t i zens .  I  don ' t  l i ke  i t  a t  a l l .

I  be l ieve  they  shou ld  go  back  and do  i t  the  r igh t  way ,  under  the  nu les

and regu ' la t ions  o f  the  U.S.  government .  The f i rs t  th ing  they  do  is  to

get on wel fare and other federal funded programs so as not to do any work
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but  s t i l l  ge t  a l l  the  benef i t s .  i  th ink  the  government  shou ld  s tep  in

a I  ot  npre and get nid of  these i1 
' l  
egal  a l  iens .

Mr -  Saucedo,  I  nea l l y  want  to  thank  you in  beha l f  o f  Dn.  0scar  I ' l an t inez

of the 0ral  Histony Department fon your contr ibut ion.  I  know that th is

informat ion wi l l  be appreciated by the History Department.

A :


