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I always enjoy my 
time here in El Paso, 
especially being able to 
spend some time with 
the kids and being able 
to have some fun with 
them too.

- Danny Green
San Antonio Spurs’ 

shooting guard

Follow Mike Flores on Twitter @MikeyTheReal

Spurs’ Danny Green brings camp to El Paso

By mike flores
The Prospector

For the second year, Gold Level 
Sporting Events brought Danny 
Green, NBA champion and shooting 
guard for the San Antonio Spurs to 
El Paso. This time around he was at 
Parkland High School from July 8 - 9.

“I always enjoy my time here in El 
Paso, especially being able to spend 
some time with the kids and being 
able to have some fun with them too,” 
Green said. “Last year was a good 
turn out, so it was really a no-brainer 
for us to come back here (El Paso).”

With the cost of $199 to join and 
learn from the star shooting guard 
and professional coaches at the sum-
mer camp, kids from the ages of 8 to 
17 got their money’s worth through 
improving their skills in ball han-
dling, shooting, passing and defense–
something Green prides himself on. 
He is coming off being handed to the 
NBA All-Defensive Second Team. 

Green’s main focus is to teach kids 
the right way to play basketball. The 
flash and the showboating cannot 
beat old-fashioned fundamentals, ac-
cording to Green.

“I want to show the kids the fun-
damentals of basketball and also the 
fundamentals of life. There’s no secret 
to it, if you want to be good at some-
thing, you have to keep working at 
it. I want to help them find the right 
ways to approach the game and attack 
it,” Green said. “I show them the ba-
sics on how to shoot and pass prop-
erly, on how to use both hands when 
dribbling the ball.”

The kids are not only being taught 
by Green himself, but also by profes-
sional coaches from all levels, who 
made time to teach them more than 
they could have bargained for. A lot of 

coaches who dedicated their time to 
the kids are former Division 1 coach-
es, or former Division 1 players.

“These aren’t regular people out 
there coaching the kids, they are peo-
ple that are very passionate about the 
game. They know the game inside out 
and understand it. They know how to 
present it to them better than I do,” 
Green said. “The coaches do a collec-
tively good job on getting the kids the 
right information about the game.”

To start off the camp, all of the 
coaches worked with the kids on de-
fensive drills in both full court and 
half-court scenarios. Shooting drills 
were taught as well as a wide variety 
of different dribbling drills that the 
kids could take home with them. 

After all the drills, scrimmages were 
next on the to-do list. In these full-
court scrimmages, the coaches were 
very active in the games themselves, 
as they would coach from every angle 
of the court and tell them what they 
are doing right or what they could 
have done better on a specific play.

A chance to perform under an NBA 
standout such as Green is a rare op-
portunity for young El Pasoans. For 
some parents with children hoping 
to continue improving in basketball, 
Green’s skill camp was a must.

“I think the way they teach the 
kids here with their skills, I think it 
will benefit the kids in the long run,” 
said Jim Jurado, a parent of one of the 
campers. “Last year, my kid came to 
this camp, and I saw him improve a 
lot afterward in his game and his de-
fense, so I wanted him to come again.” 

As a treat for everyone in the gym, 
and after the hard-fought scrimmag-
es, the kids in the camp would gather 
around for a question and answer ses-
sion with Green. He informed them 
about the NBA lifestyle and what it 
takes to become a better person and 
basketball player. 

Green said he had to work for ev-
erything he has right now, nothing 
came easy for him and he wanted to 
share that message with the kids who 
participated in his clinic.

“To be successful, you have to sac-
rifice a lot of your time. You have to 
put in the hours that no one wants 
to, and while everyone else is sleep-
ing. That’s what I did,” Green said. “I 
had the height, but I wasn’t the fast-
est, most athletic or most talented 
player, so I had to work at everything. 
I worked on my foot speed, dribbling 
and shooting day and night.” 

Every camper received an exclu-
sive Danny Green camp shirt, “Team 
Green. Basketball never stops.” All 
of them also got the opportunity for 
a photo with Green as well as his au-
tograph. Next on Green’s schedule, 
is to hold his clinic in San Antonio, 
followed by a trip to Corpus Christi, 
McAllen and his last stop in Laredo.

NINA TITOVETS / THE PROSpECtOR
San Antonio Spurs shooting guard Danny Green brought his skills camp for the second consecutive year to El Paso. 

‘Verano Caliente III’ brings former WWE stars to the Sun City

NINA TITOVETS / THE PROSpECtOR
On Sunday, July 9, wrestlers from all over the world joined together at the El Paso County Coliseum to compete in “Verano Caliente III.” Former WWE wrestler Jack Swagger, Carlito, Hilo De Dos Cara, Rey Mysterio, Chavo Guerro Jr. and many oth-
ers showed off their moves and wowed the crowd.
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Do not dump waste,
chemicals, paint, 
custodial waste, and
general rubbish 
items (tires, old car parts,
shopping carts, etc.) into
storm drains, channels,
or ditches.
No tirar basura, aparatos
electrodomésticos, muebles,
llantas, y chatarra a
canales y acequias del 
systema de drenaje pluvial.

Recicle aceite,
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Recycle oil, antifreeze,
and other vehicle fluids,
or dispose of them
properly to prevent the
pollution of stormwater,
groundwater and the
Rio Grande.

Keep material out of the
stormwater conveyance
system (curbs, gutters,
sidewalks, streets, drains,
culverts, and arroyos).
Dispose of grass, leaves,
yard waste, and construction
debris properly
No tapar el flujo pluvial a
canales, alcantarillas y arroyos
con basura. Disponga
correctamente de basura
vegetal (césped, ramas, y hojas)
así como basura de construción.

Leave natural vegetation
in place where possible
to prevent erosion.
Si es possible, deje
crecer a vegetación en 
forma natural para evitar
la erosion.

Properly dispose of
hazardous wastes,
pesticides, and fertilizers.
Call UTEP EH&S to
schedule waste pickups.
Deseche correctamente los
residuos peligrosos,
pesticdas, y fertilizantes.
Llama al departamento
EH&S en UTEP y agendar
fecha para recoger
los desperdicios.

Storm drains are easily
identified with “NO DUMPING”
decals at stormwater inlets.
Alcantarifado fe aguasAlcantarifado fe aguasAlcantarifado fe aguasAlcantarifado fe aguasAlcantarifado fe aguasAlcantarifado fe aguas
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Report illegal dumping in
storm drains, culverts, or
arroyos to UTEP EH&S.
Reporte el veritdo illegal de
arroyos to UTEP EH&S.
Reporte el veritdo illegal de
arroyos to UTEP EH&S.

residuosen los drenajes o
arroyos al departamento
EH&S en UTEP
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By eddie velazquez
The Prospector

For a business 
with the kind of 
global outreach 
that ‘the beautiful 
game’ has, the un-
realistic monetary 
figures attached to 
professional soc-
cer should come 
as no surprise. 

To put it into 
perspective, the 

world’s most watched league, the English 
Premier League (EPL) signed a mon-
strous TV deal last year. According to an 

article on ESPN, a pool of £10.4 billion 
was distributed among the 20 EPL clubs 
for their broadcasting rights from 2016 
to 2019. In fact, £5.3 billion came from 
domestic broadcasting in the United 
Kingdom, while the remaining £5.1 bil-
lion came from overseas broadcasts.

In turn, a higher budget for all clubs 
means higher wages and transfer fees. 
Clubs in England’s top flight managed 
to pile up £2 billion in wages alone. Ac-
cording to the Deloitte Finance Annual 
Review of Football Finance, that is more 
than what the Bundesliga and La Liga 
spend on wages combined.

These Monopoly-like sums of money 
also affect transfer fees in significant 
ways. For example, Belgian midfielder 

Kevin De Bruyne transferred to Man-
chester City in England from German 
club Wolfsburg for €74 million in 2015. 

In 2011, a player in a similar situa-
tion like Spanish midfielder Juan Mata 
transferred from Spanish club Valen-
cia to English side Chelsea for €23.5 
million. Mata was 23 years old at that 
point, while De Bruyne was 24 when he 
moved to Manchester.

The effects these sums of money have 
had on some of these young players are 
starting to peek. Recent court cases in 
Spain regarding tax evasions have been 
painting a bleak picture for big-name 
players such as Barcelona stars Lionel 
Messi and Neymar and Real Madrid 
icon Cristiano Ronaldo. Aside from 

their massive salaries, they also make a 
lot of money through endorsements, 
which has led to the Spanish govern-
ment investigating whether or not in-
come has been properly taxed.

According to ESPN, Messi and his fa-
ther had to pay €2 and €1.5 million re-
spectively to the Spanish government af-
ter they were found guilty of having shell 
companies in the UK and Switzerland 
to avoid paying taxes on earnings from 
image rights from 2007 to 2009. These 
shell companies do not have any com-
mercial activity aside from “purchasing” 
the players’ image rights, and that is how 
the Spanish government has been able to 
track down some of these practices.

Messi was given a 21-month prison 
sentence. However, non-violent crimes 
with a sentence of fewer than two years 
can be waived off with a fine in Span-
ish law. While the Argentine had to pay 
€252,000 to the Spanish government to 
waive off his prison sentence, this is a 
pennies-on-the dollar type of scenario 
for a player who earns millions a year.

Portugal’s favorite son Ronaldo is es-
timated to owe €14.7 million in unpaid 
taxes to the Spanish government and is 
scheduled to present evidence for his 
case on July 31. The company that owns 
his image rights is called Tollin Associ-
ates and is located on the British Virgin 
Islands, a supposed “tax haven.”

Coaches haven’t been exempt from 
this either. One of the most prominent 
coaches in Europe, Jose Mourinho, was 
also accused of owing the Spanish gov-
ernment €3.3 million during his tenure 
at Real Madrid in 2011-2012.

The Spanish government showed le-
niency to players and foreign investors 
in its tax laws during the early 2000s. In 
2003 the “Beckham Law” was put into 
effect. The law was named after famous 
English player David Beckham who saw 
a 24 percent tax ceiling throughout the 
course of six years, that is half of what 
Spaniards earning six figures had to pay. 
However, thanks to the local league’s 
growth, the law was scrapped in 2010 for 
taxpayers earning over €600,000 a year.

It is going to be impossible to revert 
to a cheaper, less over inflated market 
in a sport this big. However, Fédération 
Internationale de Football Association 
(FIFA) is already working on measures 
for a more communist approach to fi-
nances. They imposed unclear financial 
fair play regulations in 2009, and while 
they are rarely respected, it is a small step 
to impose a salary cap of some kind.  

Soccer in Europe comes at heavy taxation

  Follow Eddie Velazquez on Twitter @ezvelazquez


