






Pol k 37

S:

P :

misrepresenta t ionr  exaggera t jon ,  spec ia l  in te res ts ,  and some o ther  words .  Most

peop le  knew what  i t  meant .  So when I  labe led  the  s tu f f  Propaganda,  they  thought ,

"0h ,  boy ,  hers  smar t .  He  knows i t ' s  a  bunch  o f  j unk . "  So  i t  d jdn ' t  mat te r  be-

cause i t  covered i t  and I  d jdn ' t  have to  dea l  w j th  i t ,  you  know.

Cou ld  you te l l  us  v rha t  your  du t ies  u rere?

t ^ j e11 ,  I  was  re l  i eved ,  f  i na l l y ,  o f  t each ing .  A t  t ha t  t ime ,  my  du t i es  were  p r imar -

i l y  t o  ac tua l l y  d i r ec t  and  supe rv j se  a l l  t he  ac t i v i t j e s  o f  t he  L i b ra r y - - coo rd ina t -

i ng  book  pu rchas ing  and  se lec t i on  w i th  the  facu l t y ,  wo rk ing  on  budge ts  and  p lan -

n ing  bu i l d ' i ngs  and  a l l  t ha t  so r t  o f  t h ing .  And  I  m ' i gh t  say  he re . . . I  ha te  to  say

i t ,  bu t ' i n  g rea t  d isappo in tment  I  rea l l y  never ,  never  in  any  o f  these  ca tegor ies

got  what  I  wanted  or  what  I  thought  th is  schoo l  shou ld  have.  The L ib rary  has

been much mal igned and ind i rec t l y  I  have been mal ' igned.  I 'm no t  t ry ing  to  wh i te -

wash  myse l f ,  bu t  no  one  man f jgh t ing  a lone  in  th i s  a rea  cou ld  ever  have  ach ieved ,

I  don ' t  th ink ,  any  more  than  I  d id  because  o f  the  agenc ies  we  had  to  dea l  w i th .

In  the  f j rs t  p lace ,  we had on ly  about  th ree  rea l l y  good pres idents  o f  the

co l lege here  who rea11y worked fo r  j t  and  rea l l y  wanted  i t  to  be  someth ing ,  whom

themse lves  le f t  to ta l l y  d is i i l us ioned  because  they  cou ldn ' t  do ' i t .  I  th ink  tha t

Aus t jn ,  p r imar i l y  our  represen ta t ion  in  Aus t in  has  been  weak .  I  a l so  th ink  tha t

our  Regen ts  have  no t  been  too  concerned  abou t  th i s  co l lege ;  i t ' s  k ind  o f  a  le f t -

handed  concess ipn  to  E l  Paso .  They  don ' t  rea l l y  th ink  we ' l l  ever  be  g rea t  and

they  don ' t  want  us  to  be  grea t .  l ^Je  probab ly  have no t  had the  pu11 there  tha t

Ar l i ng ton 's  had ,  o r  tha t  Da l las  i s  ge t t ing  now,  o r  the  Permian  Bas in ,  o r  any  o f

the  o thers .  For  example ,  th j s  j s  one  inc iden t .  When they  o rgan ized  the  Permjan

Bas in  and  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  a t  Da l las  and  San  An ton io  and  a l l  those  p laces ,

they  gave the i r  l ' i b ra r ies  enough money to  se t  up  a  bas ic  co l lec t ion  o f  
. |00 ,000

vo lumes.  Okay .  When I  came here ,  we had 13 ,000 or  14 ,000.  And I  recommended
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t h i s - - t ha t  f o r  a  co l l ege  t h i s  s i ze ,  even ,  a  bas j c  co l l ec t i on

wou ld  be  a  qood  co l l ec t i on  to  bu i l d  on .  We neve r  qo t  i t .  l l l e

of  
' |00 ,000 

vo lumes

nere! got i t l  And

here  i t  j s  38  years  la te r  and we ' re  s t i l ' l  s t rugg l ing  be tween 300,000 and 400 '000

vo lumes.  But  you see,  they  go t  th is  f rom the  beg ' inn ing .

l ^ je11,  I  worked fo r  years  t ry ing  to  work  th rough. . .we l l ,  I  cou ld  on ' l y  go

through the  pres jdents  because peop le  in  my pos ' i t ion  cou ld  no t  address  themse lves

to  the  Regents .  I  d jd  occas iona l l y  v io la te  a  Regent  regu la t ion  and  ta lked  to

our  Representa t ives  and Senators ,  and la te r  on  some o f  them d id  t ry  very  hard ,

l i ke  Senator  Joe Chr is t ie .  He rea l l y  worked fo r  the  schoo l  and the  L ib rary ,

bu t  he  d ' idn ' t  ge t  any  more  than the  o thers  had go t ten .  And o f  course  we ' re  no t

in  the  popu la ted  a rea  o f  Texas .  We ' re  no t  cen t ra l ,  we ' re  no t  o i1 ,  pa r t i cu la r l y ;

we ' re  no t  the  b igges t  ca t t l e - ra ' i s ing  th ingo  God knows there 's  no th ing  fo r  the

cows to  ea t  ou t  here .  And you know,  we jus t  don ' t  have much to  o f fe r .  The

l i t t l e  E l  Paso  Va l ley  doesn ' t  p roduce  enough  wea l th ,  even ' in  co t ton ,  to  have  the

res t  o f  the  s ta te  much concerned about  i t .  la le  don ' t  have the  o i l  and  na tura l

gas  in te res ts .  We don ' t  have a l l  those b ig  in te res ts  tha t  they  have a t  Houston ,

and  a t . . .  We l l ,  th ink  how recen t l y ,  fo r  example ,  the  Un ' i ve rs i t y  o f  Hous ton  came

in to  ex is tence.  When was j t?  About  
. |950,  

somewhere  around there?  A l l  r igh t .

A t  f i r s t  they  were  a  c i ty -opera ted  schoo l .  They  were  no t  in  the  Un jvers i ty  o f

Texas System, they weren' t  even state.  So just  as soon as they had good opportu-

n i ty ,  the  ves ted  jn te res ts  down there ,  the  es tab l ' i shement - -whoever ,  peop le  tha t

run  th ' ings- -go t  tha t  jn to  the  s ta te ,  and jus t  ou ts t r ipped us  comple te ly  as  an

independent  ins t i tu t jon .  But  Houston  money suppor ted  tha t  schoo l .  They  have a

fabu lous  l i b ra ry ,  I  th ink  they ' re  approach ing  a  m i l l i on  vo lumes .  And  you  see ,

they ' re  a  l i t t l e  over  20  years  o1d .  And  here  we 've  been  in  ex is tence . . .we l l ,

the  schoo l  s ta r ted ' in  l9 l3  bu t  as  a  l i be ra l  a r t s  schoo l  s ince  
. ]93 . l ,  

and  we ' re
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s t i l l  s t rugg l ing  w ' i th  a l l  th i s .

We11,  vo lumes  i s  a  bas ic  p rob lem.  What  abou t  space  and  fac i l i t i es?

0h,  space and fac i l i t i es  were  abso lu te ly  ]q ! j f .  I f  we had go t ten  the  vo lumes,

we wou ldn ' t  have had any  p lace  to  pu t  them.  The f i rs t  s tep  fo r  a  new bu j ld ' ing

was  the  o1d  par t  o f  th j s  bu i ld ing ,  wh ich  was  bu i l t  i n  
. l 937 .  

We occup ied  j t  i n

'38 ,  I  be l ieve .  Anyway ,  i t  was  the  WPA Pro jec t  and  cos t  exac t l y  $ . |00 ,000  do l la rs .

And i t  was  a  combined Admin is t ra t ion-L ib rary ,  as  you know,  wh ich  was r id icu lous- -

because those two th ings  are  no t  compat ib le ,  they  have no t t r ing  to  do  w i th  one

ano ther .  So  we had  the  top  f loo r in  the  back  annex .  I  ca l led  i t  a  l i t t l e  ca r -

bunc le  on  the  back  o f  our  neck .  So we pu t  up  w i th  tha t  un t i l  
. |956  

when the

admin  js t ra t ion  bu i l  t  themse l  ves  a  new bu ' i1d ing ,  and i t  shou l  d  have been the  o ther

way around.  A f te r  a l l ,  those peop le  jus t  need o f f i ces  to  work  in  w i th  enough

wai t ing  space fo r  peop ' le  to  come and see them.  But  they  go t  the  who le  new bu j ld -

ing ,  because i t  was  the  Pres ident  and the  Reg is t ra r  and the  Bus iness  Manager .

And every th ing  took  pr io r i t y  over  the  L ib rary ,  and then the  L ib rary  inher i ted  tha t

mess  o f  a  bu i ld ing .

So we were  conf ron ted  w j th  tear ing  down wa l ls  and pu l l ing  ou t  c lose ts  and

dea l ing  w i th  co lumns .  And  l i b ra r ies  need  long  a reas  o f  space  to  pu t  the  books

and fo r  peop le  to  s j t  and read.  So we se t t led  fo r  tha t ,  because the  Pres jdent

tha t  we had a t  tha t  t ime wasn ' t  energet ic  enough and d idn ' t  care  enough to  do  any-

th ing  about  i t .  We found ou t  la te r  tha t  the  two peop le  who rep laced Dr .  Wigg ins ,

the  two succeed ing  pres idents ,  spent  a l l  the i r  t ' ime look ing  fo r  another  iob .  So

they  cou ld  hard ly  have been very  in te res ted  in  what  was go ing  on  here .  And I 'm

no t  say ing  any th ing  i11  abou t  them.  They  d idn ' t  I ' i ke  the  p1ace ,  they  were  fa i l -

ing  in  the i r  jobs .  I  don ' t  know whether  they  admi t  i t  today  or  no t ,  bu t  they

were .  They  weren ' t  ge t t ing  any th ing  fo r  the  L ib rary  o r  the  schoo l  o r  any th ing
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e lse .  So  they  le f t .

Then Dr.  Smi ley came and he stayed two years because they beckoned him

somewhere  e lse .  I  th ink  he  wou ld  have qo t ten  th inqs  done Then Joe

Ray came and he  go t  a ' l l  k inds  o f  he lp  and he  t r jed  very  hard  to  bu j ld  up  the

L ib rary  and the  schoo l .  We were  s t i l l  j n  the  o ld  combined Admjn is t ra t ion- l f ib ra ry

Bu i ld in i l ,  bu t  we were  downsta i rs  and ups ta i rs  and the  basement  and a l l  over  the

p1ace .  Nobody  cou ld  f i nd  any th ing .  You  cou ldn ' t  o rgan ize  i t .  So ,  then  we

sweated and we sweated and we sweated. And f inal ly somewhere dur ing that per iod

we got  th is  s tack  space- - tha t  annex  back  there  was added- -wh ich  re l ' i eved us  a

l i t t l e  b i t ,  bu t  we  a l ready  had  enough  th ings  to  f i l l  a l l  t ha t  up .  So  you  see ,

there  was no  ex tended expans ion  p lanned fo r  the  fu tu re .

So we used a l l  tha t  up  and then we f ina l ' l y  go t  bookcases  on  the  s ta ' i rcase,

s ta r ted  board jng  up  w indows a l l  over  the  p lace  and every th ing  fo r  bookshe lv ing

space.  l ^ le l1 ,  they  sent  a  bunch o f  peop ' le  ou t  f rom Aust jn  to  look  a t  our  cond i -

t i on .  One o ld  guy  sa id ,  "We l l ,  your  s i tua t ion  i s  se r ious  bu t  no t  c r j t i ca l . "  I

s imp ly  sa id ,  "What  does  j t  have  to  be  to  be  c ry ' t i ca l? "  I  meann they  cou ldn ' t

even wa lk  th rough the  bu i ld ' ing l  h le 'd  taken down the  handra i l s  on  the  s ta i rcases

and pu t  up  she lves  and books .  So they  f ina l l y  hem-hawed around and I  had th ree

or  four  nervous  breakdowns.  Th is  was be fore  the  bu i ld ing  use  fee .  You peop le

pay  fo r  the  bu i ld ings  now and i f  you 'd  been pay ing  fo r  the  L ib rary  you wou ld  have

got ten  a  much b igger  bu i ld ing .  The Regents  then appropr ia ted  ou t  o f  what  they

ca l led  the  Ava i lab le  Fund- -and  I  never  have  found  ou t  wha t  tha t  meansr  i t ' s  wha t -

ever  they  want  to  make  ava j lab le ,  I  guess- - tha t  we  cou ld  have  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs

fo r  a  new L jb ra ry .  Now,  th i s  was  in  
. l 966 ,  

I  guess ;  ' 65 , '66 .  A  m j l l i on  do l la rs

w i th  cos ts  wha t  they  were - - labor ,  mate r ia l s ,  a l l  t ha t  so r t  o f  th ing .  We l l ,  I

cou ld  see  tha t  wasn ' t  go ing  to  do  any th ing ,  wasn ' t  go ing  to  do  us  any  good  a t
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a l l .  And  i t  d jdn ' t .  Th is  mons t ros i t y  tha t  we  have  now is  l i v ing  ev idence  o f

what  happened.

So  we go t  the  m i l l i on  do l la rs  and  tha t  wasn ' t  enough  to  rea l l y  bu i ld  the

bu i ld ing  even,  and they  rea l i zed  sudden ly  tha t  wasn ' t  enough fo r  equ ipment  and

furn ish ings ,  so  they  go t  a  $500,000 do l lan  gran t  f rom the  government .  So we had

one  mi l l i on  and  a  ha l f  do l la rs  fo r  th j s  add i t i on  to  the  L ib ra ry .  Now here  i s  the

four th  add i t i on  to  an  o ld  bu j ld ' i ng  tha t  wasn ' t  p lanned  fo r  a  l i b ra ry  to  beg in

w ' i th .  So ' i t ' s  j us t ,  "L ib ra ry  take  th is ,  and  L ib ra ry  take  tha t . "  Jus t  messed ' i t

a l l  up .  Th is  bu i ld ing  j s  so  d iso rgan ized- - l  don ' t  know why  peop le  ius t  don ' t

sc ream and ye l1  every  t ime they  come jn  here .  I t ' s  no t /anybody '5 ]  fau l t  in  par -

t j cu la r  because  there  i sn ' t  any  p lace  to  pu t  any th jng- - I  mean a  who le  co l lec t ' i on

o f  any th ing .  L ike  th i s  s tupLd  th ing  they 've  done  now,  pu t t ing  those  per iod ica ls

up  in  the  o ld  Read ing  Room.  I t ' s  r i d i cu lous l  And  then  what  they 've  done  w i th

those  s tacks .  I  don ' t  know;  none  o f  i t  makes  sense .  Bu t  I  can  see  tha t  i t  i s

a  p rob lem t ry ing  to  reorgan ize  because you cannot  f ind  enough space fo r  any th ' ing .

R igh t  now,  Spec ia l  Co l lec t ions  / i s  in7  one  b ig  room and  i t ' s  ou tdone  i t se l f .  I f

we  go t  a  b ig  co l lec t ion ,  a  p r i va te  co l lec t ion  o f  n j ce  books ,  we  wou ld  have  no

p lace  to  pu t  ther - ' r .  I  was  hop ino  somebody wou ld  o f fe r  a  f ine  lco l lec t io i l  wh i le

I  was  s t i l l  r ' n  th i s  job  ( I  don ' t  th ink  they ' re  go ing  to  now)  / so /  tha t  I  cou ld

jus t  s imp ly  te l l  them,  "A l1  r igh t ,  w€ 'd  have  to  dea l  w i th  the  admin is t ra t ion .

Ask  where  they ' re  go ing  to  be  pu t .  Keep them or  g ive  them to  anothen 1 ib rary . "

I ' d  have  had  to  have  sa id  tha t ,  rea11y .

Go ing  in to  donat ions ,  you 've  had qu i te  a  few peop le  who have donated .

Peop le  have  rea11y  been  wonder fu l  j n  th i s  town.  Now,  I  w j l l  say  th i s '  du r ing

Joe Ray 's  admin ' i s t ra t ' ion  he  se t  up  the  Deve lopment  0 f f i ce .  i  th ink  i t  was  organ-

' i zed  under  h jm.  S tee le  Jones  and those peop le  took  over  to  so l i c i t  funds  f rom,
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f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  ex -s tudents ,  and then f rom the  wea l thy  members  o f  the  communi ty  who

were  in te res ted  in  the  Un ive rs i t y .  And ,  a l though  we havenr t  any  rea l l y  la rge

gi  f ts other than the Josephi  ne Cl ardy Fox Estate and the l t {ae Be' l  I  e Hocker Estate: :

those are  the  two b jgges t .  Mae Be l le  Hocker  went  d i rec t ' l y  to  the  L ib rary ,  and

the  L ib rary  ge ts  por t ' ions  o f  the  Joseph ine  C lardy  Fox  /Es ta t f l .  Bu t  I 'd  l i ke  to

ment ion  here  too  tha t  Mr" .  and Mrs .  E .  J .  D j tmen have g iven us  a l ready  $20,000

do l la rs  and  a re  go ing  to  g ive  an  add i t j ona l  $80 ,000n  and  the i r  endowment  w i l l  be

$ . |00 ,000 do l la rs  fo r  the  L ib rary  a lone.  I  can  take  c red i t  fo r  tha t  one myse l f ,

because they  are  f r jends  o f  mjne .  She worked on  her  Master ' s  degree up  here  and

I  he lped her ,  and she s ta ted  in  her  bequest  tha t  she  was do ing  i t  because o f  my

k indness  to  her .  And o f  course  they  have the  money.

But  Joe Ray promoted a l l  o f  th js  and d id  very  we l l .  He probab ly  d jd  more

than  any  o ther  Pres jden t  we 've  had  to  s ta r t  th i s  g i f t -g i v ing ,  and  o f  course  he

d id  f i na l ' l y  favor  nhe  L ib ra ry .  For  a  wh j le  he  d idn ' t  because  Dr .  Ray  and  I  had

some persona l  d i f f j cu l t ies  wh ' i ch  s tood in  h is  way and shou ldn ' t  have fo r  the  we l -

fa re  o f  the  L ib ra ry .  Bu t  tha t ' s  bes ' ide  the  po in t .  I  d jd  b lame h im fo r  no t  f i gh t -

ing  fo r  more  money than tha t  mi l l ion  do l la rs  f rom Aust in .  But  he  was in  a  very

precar ious  pos ' i t i on  here  h  jmse l f  a t  tha t  t ime ,  so  he  d idn ' t  push  i t ,  he  accep ted

i t .  And  I  was  fu r ious  abou t  i t  because  I  knew i t  wou ldn ' t  bu i ld  the  bu i ld ing  we

needed.  Inc identa l l y ,  I  saw jn  the  newspaper  the  o ther  day  they ' re  p lann ing  a

new Student  Center ,  w ' i th  a  new f je ld  house.  I  don ' t  know what  th is  th ' ing  is  a l l

about ,  the  paper  descr jbed i i .  And Dr .  Temple ton  was asked i f  there  were  any

o ther  p lans  fo r  any  o ther  bu i ld ings .  He  sa id  yes ,  bu t  he  was  no t  a t  l i be r ty  to

pub l ic ' i ze  thenr  now.  The L ib rary  wasn ' t  ment ' ioned anywhere ,  you  see.  So,  we ' re

s t i l l  i n  the  do ld rums.

The  Un ion  Bu i ld ing - - rec rea t ion  more  o r  less ,  and  aux i l i a ry  se rv ' i ces  to  the
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ma ' in  bus jness .o f  th i s  Un ive rs i t y - -has  the  b igoes t  bu i ld ing  on  the  campus .  F ine

Ar ts  has  done very  we l l  desp i te  the ' fac t  tha t  I  unders tand the  cur ren t  admjn js t ra -

t ion  i s  ve ry  an t i - f i ne  a r ts .  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  hear  f rom the  peop le  invo lved  over

there .  But  the  L ib rary ,  the  very  core  o f  the  p1ace,  the  very  hear t  o f  any  ins t i -

tu t jon ,  s t i l l  su f fe rs .  I  cou ld  never  f i nd  ou t  why .  Everybody  d id  l i p  se rv ice

to  i t .  "0h ,  Bax te r ,  we  want  to  bu i ld  a  beau t i fu l  I i b ra ry ,  a  b iq  l i b ra ry ,  a  won-

der fu l  1 ib ra ry . " - - fo r  a  m i l l j on  do l la rs .  l l l e  go t ,  accord inq  to  a  cons t ruc t ' i on  man,

no t  the  peop le  tha t  ac tua l l y  bu i l t  the  bu i ld ing - -he  f igu red  ou t  the  cos t  on  th is .

He  f igu red  ou t  an  $850 ,000-do l la r  bu i ld ing .  Bu t  we  were  no t  / charg in i l  bu i ld ing

use  fee .  So ,  we  were  the  las t  o f  the  ava i lab le  funds .

I  don ' t  know what  the  pr " io r i t y  commi t tees  are  do ing  now,  p lann ing  fo r  the

fu tu re ,  bu t  I  doubt  very  much i f  th js  p ro jec t  j s  be ing  pushed by  anybody a t  the

moment .  I  d id  hope ,  Dav id ,  f rank ly  tha t  I  wou ld  see  a  love ' l y ,  1ove1y ,  rea11y

f  i rs t -c lass  I  ib ra ry  bu i l t  here  be fore  I  le f t ,  and i  d ' id  know the  d ' i f fe rence

between a  f i rs t - ra te  one and the  bu i ld inq  tha t  we have.

Wel1 ,  so  much  fo r  the  bu i ld ing  p rogram here .  I t  j s  a  shame tha t  we  can ' t  seem

to  ge t  the  impetus  we need to  rea11y  bu i ld  a  f ine  l ib ra ry  here .  I t  cou ld  have

been done and shou ld  have been done when the  admin ' i s t ra t ion  moved ou t  o f  th is  o ld

bu i ld ing .  Th is  bu i ld ing  shou ld  have  been  gu t ted  and  a  who le  new l ib ra ry - - ius t  a

spec i f i c  l i b ra ry  bu i ld ing - -shou ' ld  have  been  p lanned  and  bu i l t .  And  I  t r i ed  to  ge t

tha t  done,  bu t  I  go t  no  coopera t ion  f rom anybody.  I t  was  dur jng  tha t  t ime too

tha t  we go t  on  probat ion  a lmost  by  the  Southern  Assoc ja t ion  because o f  the  L i -

b rary  budget  and bu i ld ing ,  and the  Regents  had to  appropr ia te  some ex t ra  money.
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You can  look  th i s  up  in  the  papers ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t  was ' in  December  o f  
. |955  

o r

'56  tha t  the  Sou thern  Assoc ' ia t ion  ca l led  the  ins t j tu t ion 's  hand  on  l j b ra ry

staf f .  So, the Regents appropr iated some extra money r" ight  away to keep us

o f f  the  p roba t ion  l i s t .

By  the  way ,  the re  i s  someth ing  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  have  f i l ed  w i th  th i s  t ran -

sc r ip t ,  Dav id ,  i f  you  can  f ind  i t .  Mr .  Hoo ten ,  Ed i to r  o f  the  E l  Laso  T imes ,

go t  a1 l  worked up  because he  was ask ing  in  h js  co lunn /o fT  everyday  events ,

"Who a re  those  peop le  t r y ing  to  te l1  us  how to  run  our  co l lege?"  So ,  f i na l l y

I  go t  so  angry  about  what  he  was say ing- -  and the  Pres jdent  o f  the  Co l lege

wou ldn ' t  say  any th ing- - I  wro te  h im a  le t te r ,  a  long le t te r ,  and to ld  h im who

these nosey people were and why they were nosing in and what good things they

were  t ry ing  to  do  fo r  us ,  and  what i t  a l l  meant .  We l l ,  i t  was  a  long  th ing .

I  th ink  M iss  C lay ton  and  I  s igned ' i t ,  and  I  be l ieve  Dr .  S t r i ck ' l and ,  who  was  then

Cha i rman o f  the  L ib rary  Commi t tee ,  Dr .  Rex  St r j ck land a lso  was on  the  le t te r .

We composed j t  together.  And Hooten r , r las so impressed wjth j t  that  he gave his

who le  co lumn to  the  pub l j ca t ' i on  o f  tha t  l e t te r .  And  ac tua l l y  I ' d  l i ke  to  have

a  copy  o f  i t  i f  we  can  f ind  i t .  I t  whou ld  be

i t ' s  e i ther  December  o r  January ,  
. |955  

or  
. |956.

the  E l  Paso T imes and I  th ink1n

I know i t ' s  one  o f  those  years .

I t ' s  j n  Hoo ten ' s  co lumn ,  ' i t ' s  t he  who le  co lumn .  You ' l l  see  ou r  names  a t  t he

bo t tom.  I ' d  l i ke  to  have  tha t  i f  we  cou ld  /Tnc ludeZ  a  copy  w i th  th i s ,  t o  exp la ' i n

wha t  we  d id  to  exp la in  the  s i t ua t ' i on .  I  t hough t  j t  was  ex t reme ly  generous  o f

Hoo ten  to  be  open-m inded  enough  to  pub l j sh  ou r  l e t t e r  exp la in ing  who  these  peop le

were  and  wha t  t hey  were  up  to  and  why  i t  was  bene f i t t i ng  the  co l l ege .  Because

i f  we 'd  l os t  ou r  acc red i t a t j on  even  w i t h  t ha t  ve ry  1ow  o rgan i za t i on . . .  The j r

s tandards  a re  ex t reme ly  1ow because  i t  cove rs  the  who le  Sou th .  We shou ld  have

been  in  the  Nor th  Cen t ra l  Assoc ia t j on  as  Las  Cruces  i s ,  New Mex ico  S ta te .  Bu t

because  we  were ' i n  Texas  we  fe l l  j n to  the  sou the rn .  They  have  the  l owes t  s tandards



Pol  k

in  the  na t ion ,  and we hadn ' t  even met  Lhem.  So,  th is

let ter  we wrote to Hooten. Wel l ,  that  was the end of

S:  Dur ing  the  cons t ruc t ion ,  the  L ib rary  was supposed to

4 5

i s  a l1  po in ted  ou t  jn  tha t

tha t .

be  so l id ,  no t  have  tha t

l i t t l e  pa t io ,  was  i t?

P :  A l l  th i s  a rea  was  supposed  to  have  been  enc losed .  The  redes ign ing  o f  the  bu i ld ing

took  p ' lace  because they  sa id  they  cou ldnr t  a f fo rd  to  f i l l  i n  tha t  f loor .  I t

d idn ' t  requ i re  much  more  bas ic  suppor t ing  s t ruc tu re  to  bu i ld  leve ls  c lea r  ac ross

that courtyard.  I  daresay they spent almost as much money terrac' ing and land-

scap ing  tha t  cour tyard  as  j t  wou ld  have cos t  to  pu t  f loors  across  there  a l l  the

way /W the  top .  You see,  I  had thought  un t i l  I  saw the  f ina l  p lans  and the

bu i ld ing  under  cons t ruc t ion  tha t  these  were  a l l  f l ex ' i b le  leve ls - -we  cou ld  use

them fo r  any th ing .  And there  i t  was ,  a  g rea t  b ig  gap r igh t  down the  mjdd le .

You  see ,  f rom the  ou ts jde  j t  l ooks  l j ke  to ta l  bu i ld ing ,  un t i l  you  come ' in .  And

tha t ' s  what  I  thought  we were  go ' ing  to  ge t .

I  was ' in  and  ou t  o f  the  p lace  a t  tha t  t ime ,  un fo r tuna te ly .  I  m igh t  have  had

a few th ings  changed bu t  I  doubt ' i t  very  much,  because we were  dea l ing  w i th  a

group o f  a rch i tec ts  Fro i l  Aus t in  who d jdn ' t  come out  here  very  o f ten .  And then

we got  a  g roup here  tha t  were  no t  te r r ib ly  in te res ted ,  I  must  say .  So,  we had

two se ts  o f  a rch j tec ts ,  a l l  o f  whom were  argu ing  w i th  one another .  But  i t  was

at  the  t ime tha t  my w ' i fe  was ser ious ly  i1 l ,  my f  i r s t  w i fe ,  and I  was ' f l y ing  to

and f rom Boston ,  where  she was conf ined.  And I  wasn ' t  here  when a  lo t  o f  ma jor

decis ions had to be made. I  was pret ty upset at  the t ime anyway because she was

dy ing  o f  cancer  and  I  cou ldn ' t  g i ve  my  und iv ided  a t ten t ion  to  wha t  was  go ing  on

here .  So,  a  lo t  o f  th ings  happened tha t  I  m igh t  have prevented ,  bu t  now tha t

I  l ook  back  over  j t ,  I 'm  sure  nobody  wou ld  have  l i s tened  to  me.  They  jus t

d idn ' t .  Th is  was a  who lesa le  dea l  and,  "Jus t  g ive  them whatever  you can g ive
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them for a mi I  I  ion dol  I  ars,  "  you know.

What about some cornments on your staf f?

lde l l ,  I  th jnk  over  the  years  I ' ve  had bas ica l l y  a  very  good s ta f f .  I t  took  me a

long,  long  t ime to  ge t  sa la r ies  decent  enough to  a t t rac t  any  so-ca l led  pro fes .

s iona ls .  I  th ink  we 've  had  abou t  th ree  peop le  here  whom I  rea1 ly  ca l l  p ro fes -

s iona l .  I  had a  number  o f  degreed l ib ra r ians ,  bu t  no t  many o f  them ever  showed

any  p ro fess iona l i sm.  I  have  a  par t i cu la r  de f in i t i on  o f  tha t ,  Dav id ,  wh ich  I  don ' t

th jnk  rea ' l1y  i s  the  cu r ren t  in te rp re ta t ion  o f  i t .  Apparen t l y ,  l i b ra ry  schoo ls

nowadays are saying that when you get the degree, the Master of  L ibrary Science

o f  Serv ice ,  o r  wha tever  they  ca l l  i t . . .  Some o f  them are  ca l l i ng  i t  Mas te r  o f

In fo rmat ion  Serv ices ,  wh ich  is  p robab ly  ius t  as  good.  My degree f rom Co lumbia

Un jvers i t y  i s  a  Mas te r  o f  L ib ra ry  Serv jce ,  wh jch  I  l ' i ke  ve ry  much .  "Serv jce"

jmp l jes  a  number  o f  th ings  tha t  I  th ink  a re  qu ' i te  good,  even more  than L ib rary

Sc ience .  Bu t  ius t  ge t t ing  a  degree  doesn ' t  g i ve  you  the  qua l i f i ca t ions  o f  a

p ro fess iona l  l i b ra r ian .  You  a re  no t  a  p ro fess ' iona l  i n  my  mjnd ,  in  any th ing ,  uh-

t i1  you have worked a t  a  job  and proved yourse l f  to  have pro fess jona l  capab i l i . - .

t ies ,  to  be  ab le  to  g ive  what  peop le  can unm' is takeab ly  de f ine  as  pro fess iona l

adv ice ,  whe ther  j t  be  jn  the  l i nes  o f  research  (no  mat te r  wha t  the  sub jec t ) ,  j n

the  organ iza t ion  o f  mater ia ls ,  in  the  exped ' iency  in  ge t t ing  the  mater ja ls  to  the

pub l ic ,  and a l l  tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  These are  to  me pro fess ' iona l  iobs .  You

aren ' t  a  p ro fess iona l  because you can go  up  and p lan  the  mov ing  o f  a  per iod ica l

f i l e ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  when  the  mov ing  o f  tha t  f i l e  doesn ' t  make  any  sense  a t  a ' l l .

And when a  so-ca l led  pro fess iona l  separa tes  the  indexes  to  tha t  per iod ica l  f i l e

f rom the  per iod ica ls  wh ich  they  serve ,  th is  j s  a  b la tan t  ac t  o f  non-pro fess iona l -

j sm,  because he  has  unre la ted  the  two th ings  and has  fo rced the  pub l ic  to  a  g rea t

inconven ience.  I  hope tha t  someday th is  l ib ra ry  w i l l  aga ' in  have a  pro fess ' iona l
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l ib rar ian  in  charge.  I  don ' t  see  i t  in  s jgh t  a t  the  moment  among the  personne l

cur ren t ly  on  the  s ta f f .  i  th ink  there  is  p romise  f rom the  young man who took

the  th i rd  pos i t i on .

I 'm  s imp ly  say ing  th is  ob iec t i ve ly  because  I 'm  conoerned  abou t  th i s ' l i b ra ry ,

na tu ra l l y ;  I ' ve  g iven  my who le  l i f e  to  i t .  I  know tha t  p ro fess iona l  ac t i v i t y

is  recogn ized even ye t  by  peop le  who can de l ineate  be tween an  admin is t ra to r  who

has done perhaps  ra ther  impor tan t  work ' in  one o f  the  armed serv jces  fo r  the

mi l i ta ry  and can organ ize  th ings  tha t  you  cou ld  a l rnos t  count  ou t  by  a  march ' ing

band ,  then  i s  appo in ted  to  run  a  l i b ra ry .  Then  any  p ro fess iona l i sm tha t  m igh t

ex is t  in  tha t  l ib ra ry  i s  au tomat ica l l y  des t royed.  When the  who le  impor tan t

th ings  become the  keep ing  o f  supp ly  records ,  personne l  records- -such as  hours

ear ly  tha t  somebody leaves ,  tha t  they  s tay  over - long on  a  b reak ,  whether  o r  no t

they  have ac tua l l y  f i l l ed  in  the i r  t ime sheets  fo r  every  month  and whether  o r  no t

a l l  the  f l oo rs  a re  c lean . . .  I f  they  don ' t  ca re  whe ther  the  books  a re  in  o rder ,

and whether  the  books  are  where  peop le  can f ind  them,  and whether  the  peop le

wa j t j ng  on  t he  pub l i c  a re  cou r teous ,  know ledgeab le  and  so  on ,  t hen  t hey  don ' t

have  any  p ro fess iona l i sm .  I f  t he re  i sn ' t  a  l i b ra r i an  who  has  t ime  t o  consu l t

w i th  the  bes t  m inds  on  the  facu l t y  and  even  the  good  m inds  among  s tuden ts ,

g radua te  o r  underg radua te , . . .  The  sp , ra r tes t  peop le  I  have  me t  he re  ove r  my  37

years ,  Dav id ,  and  I  say  th i s  hones t l y ,  have  a l l  been  underg radua te  s tuden ts ,

and  some o f  t hem a re  even  j us t  F reshmen .  Th j s  l ' i b ra r i an  has  go t  t o  mee t  a l l

t hosepeop leand  he lp  t hem i n  t he i r  c rea t i ve  wo rk ,  whe the r  t hey ' r e  t each ' i ng  o r

do ing  some th ing  e1se ,  /T {  doesn ' t  ma t t e r .  I f  a  man ' s  s imp l y  compos ing  a  poem

and  has  a  p rob lem- -he  shou ld  be  en thus ias t i c  abou t  any  resea rch  go ing  on .  He

shou ld  show th ' i s  en thus iasm a t  a l l  t imes ,  and  ce r ta in l y  h i s  doo r  shou ld  be  open

to  h j s  c l j en te l e .  I t  t akes  a  l o t  o f  ene rgy  and ,  by  go l l y ,  when  you  ge t  t o  t he

end  o f  t he  road ,  wh ich  I  have  now,  you  a re  t i r ed  and  you ' re  exhaus ted  i f  you ' ve
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done  a  good  job .  I f  you  j us t  wan t  t o  s i t  t he re  and  se rve  you r  t ime  and  l e t  a

few  un in fo r "med  m in jons  do  a l ' l  o f  you r  work ,  t hen  the re ' s  no t  go ing  to  be  any

au ra  o f  p ro fess iona l i sm  abou t  you r  l i b ra r y  a t  a l l .

I  i us t  saw the  repo r t  t he  o the r  day  f rom the  so -ca l l ed  P ro fess iona l  Eva lua -

t i on  Comm' i t t ee ;  i t ' s  we l l  wo r th  l ook ing  a t .  Nowhere  i n  t h ' i s  who le  body  o f  t he

th i ng  i s  p ro fess iona l ' i sm  eve r  de f i ned .  We  mus t  be  p ro fess iona l  a t  a l l  t imes - -

i n  t he  
' l i b ra ry ,  

i n  t he  commun i t y ,  eve rywhere .  Bu t  wha t  j s  i t ?  t r l ha t  do  they

mean?  I  r ead  t h i s  t h i ng .  The re ' s  seve ra l  so - ca l l ed  p ro fess iona l  l ' i b ra r j ans

on  i t ,  and  no t  a  one  o f  t hem has  de f i ned  the  word .  A  l awyer  i s  no t  a  p ro fess iona l

man unt i l  he 's  won a  few cases ,  done someth ing  wor th  no t ' i c jng ;  a  doc tor  i s  no t

rea1 ly  p ro fess iona l  un t i l  he  ge ts  a  reputa t ' ion  as  be ing  a  good surgeono a  good

GP,  a  good  d iagnos t i c ian .  You 've  go t  to  s tudy  no t  jus t  the  l i t e ra tu re  o f  your

so-ca l led  p ro fess ion ,  bu t  you 've  go t  to  s tudy  l j t e ra tu re  per iod .  You 've  go t  to

know things. What are the movements ' in contemporary wr i t ing? i , , lho are the great

h is to r ians  cur ren t ly?  Who are  the  peop le  do ing  the  bes t  research? Who are  the

wi ld  rad ica ls  tha t  a re  chang ' ing  the  wor ld?  Who are  they? And g ive  them quar te r .

F ind  ou t  who they  are .  I  haven ' t  found bu t  I  o r  2  peop le  on  the  so  ca11ed pro-

fess iona i  s ta f f  here  tha t  I  cou ld  even converse  w ' i th  about  any th ing ,  o ther  than

what  they  had fo r  lunch or  what  they  bought  a t  The Popu lar  the  day  be fore .  Th is

i sn ' t  p ro fess iona l  l i b ra r ian ism.  I  have  more  p ro fess iona l  conversa t ions  w i th

f r iends  in  the  cornmunj ty  than I  have r jgh t  here  in  th ' i s  bu i ld ing .  I t  seems to

me they ' re  a lways  in  a  s tew abou t  someth ing ,  some id io t i c  th ing ,  I  don ' t  know.

Wel l ,  i  guess  I ' ve  sa id  enough  abou t  tha t ,  bu t  I  th ink  I ' ve  made i tp re t t y

c lear  wha t  I  th ink  i s  a  p ro fess iona l  l i b ra r ian .  H is  name wou ld  appear  in  the

pre faces  o f  books ,  and I  can  t ru th fu l l y  say  tha t  I  have been g iven c red i t  by

a lmost  everybody here  who 's  pub l j shed a  book  whom I  knew.  Dr .  Sonn jchsen,  I 'm

very  p roud to  say ,  ment ioned me f j rs t  in  h is  Pass  o f  the  Nor th .  I 'm the  f i rs t
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pe rson  men t j oned ,  and  t he re ' s  a  r eason  f o r  t ha t .  Sonn j chsen  h jmse l f  i s  a  p ro -

fess iona l  man ,  a  p ro fess iona l  w r j t e r ,  a  p ro fess iona l  t eacher  and  a  p ro fess iona l

f r i end .  I ' ve  neve r  known  a  man  more  p ro fess ' i ona l  t han  t ha t  man ' i s ,  ye t  he ' s

c leve r  and  he ' s  f un  and  he ' s  de l ' i gh t fu l .  Bu t  when  I  saw my  name,  the  f i r s t  men-

t i oned  the re ,  I  r ea l i zed  tha t  he re  i s  ano the r  man  /who7  has  recogn ized  the  fac t

tha t  I  had  p rac t i ced  my  p ro fess ion .  D r .  B raddy  had  acknow ledged  me ,  o the r  peop le

have .  We11 ,  i t s '  b ragg ing  on  myse l f  i n  a  way .  Bu t  I  had  a  j ob  o r  p ro fess jona l i sm

to  do ,  and  i  d ' i d  i t  p ro fess iona l l y .

I  hea r  f rom so  many  peop ie  who ' ve  hea rd  tha t  I 'm  l eav ing  tha t  t hey  i us t

f ee l  t ha t  i t ' s  a  g rea t  l oss ,  and  t hey ' ve  t o l d  me  t h i s ,  and  t ha t ' s  f j ne ;  bu t  I

t h r ' nk  I ' ve  se rved  my  pu rpose .  I  cou ldn ' t  poss ib l y  f i t  i n t o  t he  image  and  t he  a t -

t i t ude  and  t he  soc io l ogy  o f  t h i s  l i b ra r y  r i gh t  he re ,  now ,any ' l onge r .  I  cou ldn ' t

poss ib l y  do  j t .  I  don ' t  wan t  t o  be  a  l i b ra r y  m is f i t ,  and  i f  I  s t ayed  he re  I

wou ld  be ,  because  I  do  no  l i ke  any th ' i ng  t ha t ' s  be ing  done  i n  t h i s  bu i l d i ng  r i gh t

now .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t he  pub l i c ,  o ru  pa t rons ,  and  ou r  f acu l t y  a re  be ing  sho r t -

changed  eve ry  day .  And  I  ha te  to  see  i t  happen ing  because  a  l i b ra ry  i s  f o r  t he

s tuden ts  and  f acu l t y  o f  t ha t  i ns t i t u t i on .  I t  a l so  shou ld  be  f o r  t he  peop le  i n

th i s  commun i t y  because  they  pay  the i r  t axes ,  t hey  a re  w ' i 11 ing  to  suppor t  us ,  and

now they  have  to  pay  to  use  the ' l i b ra ry  o f  t he i r  t ax -suppor ted  i ns t i t u t i on .  And

I  t h i nk  t h i s  i s  c r im ina ' I ,  I  r ea l l y  do .  I  hope  somebody ' s  b i g  enough  t o  b l as t  i t

and  change  j t .  I t ' s  r i d j cu l ous .

I  ag ree  w i th  you ,  because  I ' ve  been  he re  i n  t he  L ib ra ry  bo th  t imes  when  you

were  he re  and  when  you ' ve  been  gone ,  and  I  have  fe l t  t he  d j f f e rence ,  ve ry  much  so .

We11 ,  t hank  you ,  Dav id .  A  l o t  o f  peop le  have  t o l d  me  t ha t .  I t ' s  j us t  a  d i f f e r -

ence  i n  a t t j t ude ,  bu t  I  t h j nk  t he  cu r ren t  a t t i t ude  i s  des i r uc t i ve .  I t  i s  l i ke

a  s l ow  l eak  i n  a  ce i l i ng ,  o r  l i ke  a  f ounda t i on  t ha t ' i s  g radua l l y  s l i pp ing  and

nobody  sees ' i t  un t j l  appa ren t l y  t ha t  s t ruc tu re  has  c rumb led .  When  you r  image
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gets  bu i l t  up  as  co ld  and jnd i f fe ren t ,  you  are  no t  wanted .  l , lhen  your  we lcome

mat  no ' longer  says ,  "WeJcome"  bu t  says ,  "Go away1" - -wh ich  v i r tua l l y  to  me i s

what  th is  one does- - then peop le  w j l l  eventua l l y  gg  away,  and you ' re  no t  go ing

to  ge t  g i f t s  o f  suppor t  f rom anybody.  Peop le  a re  cu t t ing  them out  a l ready ;  I ' ve

had  te lephone  ca l l s  say ing ,  " I  j us t  don ' t  cane  to  g ' i ve  tha t  l i b ra ry  any th ing  e1se . "

I 'm  sor ry  abou t  tha t .

I  unders tand they ' re  no t  w i l l  ing  to  take  any th ' ing  e ' i ther .

We11,  we ' l l  see  what  happens .  I  was  asked  the  o ther  day  by  the  assoc ia te  l i b ran-

ian  i f  I  wanted  to  make a  f ' l owery  s ta tement  about  my re t i rement .  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,

I ' d  l i ke  to  say  one  th ing :  WHEEI  And  i f  you  can  spe l l  i t ,  quo te  me. "  Now,

imag ine  my do ing  my own eu logy ,  sha l l  we say? I  mean,  jn  o ther  words ,  tha t ' s

jus t . . .  I  have  been  jnsu l ted ,  rea1 ly  and  t ru1y ,  s ince  November  o f  1971 ,  and  I

don ' t  m ind  admj t t i ng  i t .  They  w i '11  f j nd  ou t ,  and  they ' re  beg inn ing  to  f i nd  ou t ,

some o f  the  th ings  I ,  d id  here .  They  have found ou t  a l ready  tha t  I  wasn ' t  s i t t ing

over  there  tw idd l ing  my thumbs.  I  was  even to ' ld  by  one o f  them tha t  when I  1e f t ,

my name and my image wou ld  be  grea t ly  missed.  And I  sa id ,  "We11,  I  can  assure

Vou,  I  am tak jng  my name and my image w ' i th  me.  I f  you  want  one,  ge t  busy  and

bu i ld  i t j  Bu t  i f  you  don ' t  have  an  image to  p ro jec t ,  then  you '1 . l  never  have  an

image.  There 's  go t  to  be  someth ing  ins ide  you tha t  wants  to  come out . "

We11,  tha t ' s  b ' i t t e r ,  I  know.  I 'm  no t  rea l l y  b i t te r ,  I 'm  jus t  so r ry  tha t . . .

I  won ' t  say  tha t  th ings  are  no t  what  they  used to  be ;  they  shou ldn ' t  be .  But  i f

change  j s  jus t  done  because  i t  has  to  be  changed ,  then  tha t ' s  po in t less .  I t ' s

l j ke  fa l l i ng  in  love  w i th  love .  I t ' s  s j l l y ,  because  i f  you  ius t  e rase  an  idea

by  mere ly  chang ing  i t - -and th is  has  been more  o f  an  erasure  o f  a  good th ing  than

i t  has  been  a  change  fo r  someth ing  be t te r - -and  ius t  smudge i t  ou t . . .  L i ke

peop le  who see a  landscape and s imp ly  can ' t  s tand j t  because they  fee l  they  have
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some power  to  change i t  and then p low i t  a1 l  down,  l i ke  they ' re  do ing  over  here

on l4esa /S t ree t7- -p lowing  down these h i l l s ,  these beaut ' i fu l  ,  na tura l  h i l l s  tha t

are  per fec t l y  1ove ly .  I f  they  had any  sense,  j f  the  loca l  a rch ' i tec ts  had any

ta len t ,  they  /eou1|  bu i ld  on  the  s ide  o f  these th ings .  I  heard  Frank  L loyd

l^ l r igh t ,  the  grea t  a rch i tec t ,  lec tu re  about  tha t  one t ime.  "Don ' t  le t  your  de-

ve lopers  tea r  down a l l  o f  your  landscape .  They  shou ld  lea rn  to  us_e ' i t  and  f i t

the j r  s t ruc tu res  in to  i t . "  He kept  ta lk ing  about  the  rhy thm o f  these ar royos

and the  rhy thm o f  the  grav i ty  a reas  around here ,  and how beaut i fu l l y  th ings  cou ld

s i t  on  the  s ide  o f  the  h i l l .  He  sa id ,  "Open c l i f f  dwe l le rs ,  i f  you  w j l l .  You

have  c l i f f s ,  so  you ' re  c l i f f  dwe l le rs .  Why  p low them a l l  down?"  And  i t ' s  the

same th ing ' i f  somebody comes in  and says ,  "0h ,  my goodness .  We have to  change

th is  and tha t  and the  o ther . "  Because tha t  i s  the  on ly  way,  apparent ly ,  tha t

they  can te l ' l  the i r  new pub l  i c  tha t  they  have ar r j ved ,  tha t  the  management  has

changed. I  keep remembering that quotat ion f rom Brown' ing,

year l ing  p lace  to  new,  les t  one good cus ton  shou ld  cor rup t the  wor ld . " I  suppose

tha t ' s  what  they  want  to  do ,  I  don ' t  know.

Wel l ,  l e t ' s  see . . .  I ' ve  had  some wonder fu l  s tuden ts  here  as  s tuden t  ass is t -

an ts ,  now ca l led  hour ly  ass is tan ts .  A  young lady  came back  to  see me the  o ther

day who had worked here f rom 
. |938 

to '42.  She was such an apt person l tna!  I

go t  he r  to  go  on  to  l i b ra ry  schoo l .  She 's  now a  very  success fu l  l i b ra r ian  in  a

h igh  schoo l  back  jn  Oh io  someplace.  And she came to  see me a f te r  a l l  these years

and  sa id ,  "Bax te r ,  you  sen t  me in to  th i s  p ro fess ion . "  Tha t ' s  ve ry  g ra t i f y ing .

0r to have somebody come back and say to you, "When I  was in school  here about

30  years  ago,  you dropped every th ing  you were  do inq  to  show me how to  use  the  l i -

b ra ry ,  because  I  d id  no t  unders tand  i t . "  Th is  was  an  o lder  man.  He  sa id ,  " I

wi l l  never forget you for that .  You took me around and showed me how to use the
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card  ca ta log ,  how to  use  the  magaz ine  indexes ,  and a ]1  the  resources  the  L ib rary

had.  And I  sha l l  never ,  never  fo rge t  i t . "  He knows about  my re t i rement .  And

I 'm get t ing  le t te rs  f rom peop le .  I t ' s  rea l ' l y  reward ing  when you 
' look  

back  over

those t jmes when you have ac tua l l y  he lped somebody ge t  go ing  on  someth ' ing .

There  are  two or  th ree  doc tors  in  town whom I  s t i l l  meet ' in  the  s t ree t  who te l l

rne ,  " I  wou ld  never  have made i t  th rough tha t  schoo l  and gone in to  med schoo l  i f

you  hadn ' t  g i ven  me a  job , "  fo r  example ,  as  p idd l ing  as  some o f  the  iobs  were

and as  l i t t le  money as  they  made.  But  they  go t  s ta r ted .  And tha t ' s  p ro fess jona l ,

too .  You have to  he lp  o ther  peop le  in  o ther  a reas  o f  p ro fess ions ,  ge t t ing  the i r

foundat ion ,  a l l  tha t  sor t  o f  th ' ing- - t ry ing  to  g ive  them as  good a  l ib ra ry  as  you

can ,  t r y ing  to  insp i re  them.  I t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  ta l k ing  to  peop le ,  f i nd ing  ou t

what  the i r  p rob lems a re .  Anybody ' in  a  top  pos i t i on ,  i f  he  doesn ' t  do  tha t  he 's

no t  do ing  h is  fu l l  j ob ,  he  rea11y  i sn ' t .  Because  you ' re  pass ing  l i f e  on  to

people and gett ing them involved in nev' l  th ings.

You he lped a  lo t  o f  peop ' le  here  w i th in  the  L ib rary ,  l i ke  Yvonne Greer .

Yes .  She was a t  tone t ime my secre tary ,  and I  saw what  a  rea l l y  b r i l l i an t  ta len t

she  had ,  and  I  ta l ked  her  in to  go ing  on  to  l i b ra ry  schoo l .  Jack ie  l ^ l ' i l l i ngham is

another who worked here as a student,  worked her way through, and I  got  her to

go to  schoo l .  Barbara  B la i r ,  Ken Hedman,  /Tn i l  Jess  Duggan,  who is  now gone.

I  d ' idnr t  ge t  h jm th rough schoo l  ,  bu t  I  gave h im h is  f i rs t  b jg  oppor tun i ty .  He

had  worked ' in  the  l j b ra ry  a t  A r l i ng ton ,  bu t  no t  in  a  top  pos i t i on ,  and  I  pu t

h im ' in  one  here - - fo r  be t te r  o r  fo r  worse .  I t ' s  odd- - I  haven ' t  heard  f rom h im

s ' ince  he  le f t ,  bu t  tha t ' s  a l l  r i gh t .  He  was  in  compet i t i on  w i th  me,  j t  tu rned

ou t  la te r ,  and  tha t ' s  okay  too .  He  d ' idn ' t  make  i t ,  as  we  a l l  know.

But  there 've  been jus t  a  number  o f  these peop le .  I  wou ld  /h -ave  l i kedT,  fo r

example ,  fo r  Frank  Scot t  to  have gone to  f ib ra ry  schoo l ,  and I  hope he  w i l l  ye t .
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I ' ve  heard  tha t  the re  i s  a  poss ib i l j t y  he  m igh t  ge t  a  scho la rsh ip  and  I  hope

th is  i s  t rue ,  because Frank  has  grea t  po ten t ia l .  He 's  been recent ' l y  demoted here

and I  was  very  sad to  see tha t ,  because he  is  the  one person in  the  area- -per iod-

ica ls  and ser ia ls - -who rea11y knows what  we 've  go t  in  th is  L jb rary ,  and has  tha t

pro fess jona l  a t t i tude  about  car ing  about  whether  o r  no t  peop le  ge t  i t .  And he

s t i l l  does .  But  you see,  tha t  k jnd  o f  serv ice  is  no t  recogn ized anymore ,  and

i t r s  the  mos t  impor tan t  th ing  anybody 's  do ing .  I  mean,  rea11y ,  ca ta logu ing  and

f i l i ng  i s  no t  tha t  impor tan t .  I f  peop le  canr t  ge t  a t  the  mate r ia l ,  wha t ' s  the

use  o f  do ing  a l l  th i s  techn ica l  and  h ' igh ly  sk ' i l l ed  ca ta logu ing?  I t ' s  po in t less ,

abso lu te ly  po in t less .  But  Frank  was an  eager ,  accomodat ing  young man,  f r iend ly

and  a l l  tha t ,  so  he  go t  demote .  I  w i l l  never  unders tand  tha t  as  long  as  I  l ' i ve .

I  hope tha t  they  w i l l  eventua l l y  recogn ' i ze  h js  ab j l i t y  and res tore  h im to  a

pos i t i on  o f  d ign i t y .  I  th ink  he  fee ls  a  l i t t l e  o f  h i s  d ign i t y  has  been  removed .

And tha t ' s  a  shame because the  young man had a l l  k jnds  o f  po ten t ia l  wh ich  I

recogn jzed and le t  h im have.  I ' ve  had more  compl iments  on  Frank  Scot t  than I ' ve

had on  most  o f  the  pro fess iona ls ,  because he  serves  and he  knows what  he 's  go t .

What about someof the facul ty here at  the Universi ty?

Wel l ,  I  th ink  over  the  years  we 've  had  some rea l l y  wonder fu l  peop le :  Sonn ichsen ,

o f  course ,  Dr .Ha ldeen  Braddy  have  been  good  f r iends  o f  m ine .  0 ld  Dr .  Boswor th

in Psychology I  was very fond of .  I  have some new fr iends in Psycho' logy now.

I  th ink  Dr .  H immels te in  i s  a  f i ne  man.  Dr .  Bachmann in  Language  i s  now dead ;

Dr .  Lake,  who used to  be  Cha i rman o f  Chemis t ry ,  / i s7  gone;  Dr .  Knapp is  re t i red .

There  were  jus t  lo ts  o f  very r  very  f ine  peop le  here .  Jess  Hancock ,  fo r  examp' le ,

was a  very  f ine  man.  He 'd  been in  poor  hea l th  recent ly  and hadn ' t  been too

ac t ive .  But  over  the  years  we 've  had some rea l l y ,  rea l l y  wonder fu l  peop le  here

on the  facu l ty ,  and I 'm very  happy to  say ,  Dav ' id ,  tha t  the  ones  most  h igh ly
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respected by the Universi ty commun' i ty and the El  Paso community were my closest

f r iends .  I  have had such love1y  compl  jments  f rom them about  my coopera t ion  as

a  l ib ra r ian  tha t  I  go  away w i th  a  good fee l ing .  Because the  peop le  I  fee l  tha t

rea11y  knew what  good l ib ra ry  serv ice  was had recogn ' i zed  what  I  had done,  and the

others - - i t  doesn ' t  make any  d j f fe rence.  These peop le  were  peop le  who d id  no t

seek  persona l  p r iv i lege  or  in te res t .  Those are  the  peop le  I  l i ke  most  to  work

w i th .

You ge t  donat ' ions  f rom some o f  these peop le .  To  name one,  Dr .  McNee ly .

Yes .  Dr .  McNee ly ,  I  shou ld  have ment ioned there ,  i s  one o f  my bes t  f r iends .  Dr .

S t r i ck land a lso  was,  as  a  nn t te r  o f  fac t .  Yes ,  Dr .McN-e ly  go t  very  in te res ted

in  the  L ib rary  when he  f i rs t  came here  back  in  the  la te  1940s,  and he  wanted  to

bu i td  up  the  Span ish  Language Co l lec t ion .  lT f ra t 'V  what  tha t  aJohn H.  McNee ly

Co l lec t ion /  was  o r ig ina l ' l y  des jqned  to  be- -books  pub l  i shed  in  Span ish ,  because

he thought  j t  was  a  shame tha t  we weren ' t  represent ' ing  one o f  the  major  languages

of  the  western  hemisphere .  0 f  course ,  we hadn ' t  done too  much about  i t  because

the facul ty in the Language Department and even in H' istory at  that  t ime had not

been too  in te res ted  in  bu i ld ing  tha t  up .  So l t l cNee ly  s ta r ted  j t  and then o ther

peop le  p ' i cked ' i t  up- -Dr .  T ' immons and some o thers  la te r .  Dr .  Sharp  became in te r -

es ted .  But  lF - lc t lee ly ]  s ta r ted  g iv ing  us  those books ,  and he 's  g iven  us  jn  the

ne ighborhood o f  $20,000 do l la rs  wor th  o f  books  and these f ine  pa ' in t ings .  But

they  recent ly  s ta r ted  d iv jd ing  up  h is  co l lec t ion  and he  go t  very  upset  about  i t ,

and  I  d jdn ' t  b lame h jm,  because  we had  p romised  tha t  tha t  co l lec t ion  wou ld  s tay

in tac t  fo rever - -anybody who had been tha t  generous .  Cer ta in ly  i t ' s  a  very  no tab le

co l lec t jon  because there  are  th jngs  represented  there  tha t  wou ld  no t  be  ava i l -

ab le  anywhere  e lse - - th ings  pub l i shed  in  Mex ico  and  some o f  the  o ther  La t in  Amer i -

can  coun t r ies ,  wh ' i ch  one  jus t  doesn ' t  f i nd  anyuhere  in  th i s  coun t ry .  So ' i t ' s
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a very  ts ro i l  co l lec t jon .  I 'm very ,  very  g ra te fu l  to  John McNee ly ,  and th is

who le  l ib ra ry  s ta f f  shou ld  be .  And I  hope they  w i ' I1  cont inue to  respec t  h is

g i f t s  and keep them where  they  are ,  and pub ' l i c ize  tha t  peop le  use  them.

You spoke about  the  Memor ia l  Fund.  When was tha t  s ta r ted?

The memor ia l  funds ,  we s ta r ted  in  about  1962 or '63 ,  and o f  course  we have sever -

a l .  The permanent  endowment  and mencr ia l  funds  are  l i s ted  in  the  cur ren t  Un iver -

s i t y  ca ta log .  I  be l jeve  there  a re  abou t  l5  o r  l6  o f  them now,  wh ich  i s  good .

I  es tab l i shed one to  my f i rs t  w i fe ,  and qu i te  a  few peop le  fo1 lowed tha t  up  w i th

memor ja ls  to  the j r  spouses ,  e i ther  husbands or  w ives .  The most  recent  was the

John Judy  Middagh,  se t  up  by  Mrs .  Middagh,  wh ich  was n ice .  Then Congressrnn

Whi te  se t  up  one to  h js  w i fe  who had d jed .  That  was n jce ,  ' cause we had t remen-

dous contr ibut ions to that .  Mrs.  Lockhart  set  up one to Ray Lockhart ,  who was

Pres ident  o f  the  E l  Paso E lec t r i c  Company fo r  years ,  and tha t  g rew to  qu i te  a

b ig  s ize .  Then the  D j tmers- - i t ' s  no t  a  men 'or ia l  ,  I  be l ieve  i t ' s  ' i n  honor  o f  her

s is te r  and bro ther - in - law,  the  l , Joodr idges .  And tha t  was  very  n ice .  Marsha l  l

l i l ' i l l  i s ,  h ' i s  w idow se t  up  one to  h ' im.  l , r le  s t i l l  ge t  con t r ibu t ions  to  a l l  those

funds and they are now invested so that the Library gets the earnjngs on them.

Then,  o r  course ,  we go t  the  Hocken,  ou t r jgh t ,  and the  Johns ton  endowment .

There ' l l  be  some o thers  coming  in ,  I 'm  sure .  They 'Ve  jus t  se t  up  one  to  Brooks

Trav ' i s .

Those are very useful  to the Library and I  hope that whoever takes my posi-

t i on  ( I  unders tand  they ' re  no t  go ing  to  rep lace  me,  rea l l y ) ,  whoever  i s  go ing  to

accept  g i f t s  w i l l  cer ta in ly  have to  be  fu l1y  aware  o f  who a l l  these peop le  a re

and  who dona ted .  Peop le  who 've  g iven  any th ing  a t  a l l  apprec ia te  i t ,  when  they ' re

seen even casua l ly ,  tha t  you  remember  they 've  cont r ibu ted  someth ing .  And I ' ve

a lways  made i t  a  po in t  to  do  tha t ,  to  say ,  "We ' re  to  g ra te fu l  fo r  what  you d id . "
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You know,  I ' ve  a lways  car r ied  tha t  a round in  my head.  But  as  I  say ,  i f  you  do

a good job- -p ro fess iona l l y ,  anywhere- -you ' re  go ing  to  be  exhausted  a t  the  end o f

your  day ,  and  you ' re  go ing  to  be  exhaus ted  a t  the  end  o f  your  run .  So ,  I 'm

very  t i red  and  I 'm  g lad  I 'm  leav ing .  I 'm  go ing  to  do  someth ' ing  e1se ,  I ' ve  done

a l l  I  cou ld  do  here .  I  don ' t  th ink  I ' l l  go  anywhere  near  a  l i b ra ry .  I  j us t

have  k ind  o f  an ' i l l - fee l ing  abou t  then  now- - they  k jnd  o f  haun t  me.  I  to ld  some-

body  the  o ther  day ,  "When I  wan t  to  read  a  book ,  I ' l l  j us t  buy  j t l "  I ' l l  g i ve

my verba l  suppor t  and  my sp i r i tua l  suppor t ,  bu t . . .

Did you want to make any other comments?

Dav ' id ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  jus t  say  one th ing  now.  I  have en joyed what  I ' ve  done

here .  I t r s  been  reward jng  fo r  me.  I ' ve  en joyed  the  peop le  I ' ve  met ,  peop le

have been extremely good to me, and extremely to lerant of  me, and they have

abided many of  my upsets and my bad temper.  Sometimes my bad temper got good

th ings  done ,  somet imes  i t  nesu l ted  in  no th ing  be ing  done .  I  have  l i ked  E l  Paso ,

I  l i ked  the  Span ish -Mex ican- Ind ian  e lements  here .  I  l i ke  a l l  o f  tha t ,  I  sha l l

m iss  j t  very  much.  I  mean,  I  jus t  ge l t  tha t  I  k ind  o f  me l ted  in to  the  communi ty

here .  And I  fee l  tha t  I  am as  equa l ly  loved among the  minor j t ' i es  as  I  am among

the major i t ies - -whoever  they  are  no t .  I  don ' t  know wh ich  is  wh ich  anymore .  But

I  do  fee l  tha t  I  go t  a long very  n ice ly  and very  we l l  because o f  ius t  my genera l

fee l ' ing  fo r  humani ty  among the  minor i ty  g roups  in  E l  Paso.

To br jng  up  a  po in t  about  minor i ty  g roups ,  I  unders tand you were  one o f  the

f i r s t  ones  to  h i re  B lacks .

I  emp loyed  the  f j r s t  fu l l - t ime  B lack  on  the  s ta f f  a t  UTEP.

I  unders tand you had a  run- jn?

Yes,  qu j te  a  b i t ,  w ' i th  Personne l  Sec t jon  and the  Pres jdent ' s  secre tary  a t  the

t ime, Lnh!/  was very upset.  Quj te a number of  people were.  Some of the facul ty
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were  hor r i f ied .  One facu l ty  member  came over  to  ask  th is  g i r ' l  i f  she  were  French.

And  she  was  qu j te  dark ,  and  she  sa jd ,  "No ,  I 'm  Negro . "  And  o f  course  tha t  jus t

/u-pset that  persoLfr .  Yes, I  was the f i rst  one to do that.  I  a l  so worked w' i th

the  B lack  groups  in  town,  t ry ing  to  ge t  them in  th js  schoo l  as  s tudents ,  be fore

the  C iv i l  R igh ts  th ing  came ou t .  I  j us t  though t ,  i t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  consc ience ,

we ought  to  do  i t ,  no t  wa i t  un t i l  the  Federa l  Government  had to  fo rce  us  to  do

an  ac t  o f  k indness .  Peop le  who  ca l l  themse lves  Chr j s t ians  and  whatever  e lse

were  jus t  be ing  te r r iby  hypocr i t i ca l  about  a l l  tha t .  And so  I  exposed myse l f

qu i te  a  b ' i t  in  pub l i c  and go t  a  lo t  o f  c r i t i c i sm fo r i t .  Nobody ever  th rea tened

my job .  0 f  course  then we d idn ' t  have HEW as  s t rong as  i t  i s  now.  But  yes ,  I

do  have  the  d is t inc t ion .

I ' d  a lso  l j ke  to  add  th is ,  wh ich  I  th ' i nk  i s  te r r ib l y  amus ing .  There  was  a

sosor i ty  g i r l  here  one t jme,  an  Ang lo ,  t ry ing  to  ge t  a  iob  in  the  L ib rary .  I

jus t  f igured  a t  tha t  t ime we had so  few s tudent  iobs ,  /_Tha i l  I ' d  pass  them out

more  or  less  to  peop le  who were  fa i r l y  needy .  I  mean,  I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  ge t  per -

sona l  w i th  them,  bu t  I  cou ld  te l l  i f  the  s tudents  6ou l { /  te l l  me the i r  background

tha t  they  rea l ' l y  needed th js  k ind  o f  he lp .  And I  looked a t  i t  as  k ind  o f  a  s tu -

den t  a id  p rogram as  we l l  as  a  t ra in jng  p rogram.  So ,  she  d ' idn ' t  ge t  a  iob  and

she go t  very  angry  a t  me.  She went  over  and to ld  the  ed i to r  o f  the  Prospec tor - -

and he  pr in ted  j t - - tha t ,  " I t  seems nowadays  tha t  you  have to  be  a  Mex jcan to  ge t

a  job  in  the  L ib ra ry . "  So  he  ca l led  me abou t  tha t  and  I  sa id ,  "No ,  you  don ' t  have

to  be ,  bu t  i t  he1ps . "  And  I  go t  a  chance  to  pu t  tha t  d ig  in ,  You  know.  I  l ove

tha t  because tha t  endeared me o f  course  to  a l1  o f  my Mex ican Amer ican f r iends ,

and I  had a  lo t  o f  them.  But  th js  schoo l  was  no t  te r r ib ly  f r iend ly  toward  peop le

wi th  what  they  ca l l  Span ' i sh  surnames a t  tha t  t imea LT i l  rea11y  wasn ' t .  And,  I

mean,  you d idn ' t  f ind  many o f  them on the  facu l ty .  Texas  was s t i l l  coming f rom
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the  Revo l  u t ion .

I t  s t i l l  has  s t rong  h in ts .

0h ,  yes ,  Y€s ;  the re 's  s t i l l  a  p rob lem.  I  know there  i s .  Bu t  i t  wou ld  have  re -

mained the  way i t  was  j f  a  few peop le  l i ke  myse l f  and o thers  had no t  been bo ld

enough  to  sound  o f f  abou t  i t ,  and  jus t  s imp ly  say ,  " l t ' s  g ross ly  un fa i r ,  and

you ' re  le t t i ng  a  1o t  o f  ta len t  go  to  was te  tha t  you  cou ld  use , "  and  so  on .

Wel l ,  I  th ink  I  am very  loved by  those groups .  I  have some good enemies ,

too ,  and I  in tend to  keep theml


