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H:

C :

In te rv iew  w i th  Dav id  Car rasco  by  Tom Hoggan ,  j n  . | 973 .

Would  you p lease te l l  me when and where  you were  born?

Thank you,  Tom.  I  was  born  here  jn  E l  Paso,  ac tua l l y  a t  905 South

T6l  I  ez Street.

Sou th  T6 l lez?  Is  i t  i n  the  sou th  s ide?

I t ' s  the  south  s ide  o f  E l  Paso,  and by  another  hundred fee t  o r  so ,  my

p ' lace  o f  b i r th  wou ld  be  now in  the  Chamjza l .  I  on ly  m jssed  i t  by  a  th in

marg in .

Yes ,  in  re t rospec t ,  you  were  born  jn  M6x ico .

I  ' d  say  tha t ' s  r igh t .

H:

C :

Mr. Carrasco, when were you born,

December 29, l9 l  9.  So I  '  1 ' l  be 55

Did you at tend school  s here?

what  i s  the  da te?

years  o1d very  shor t l y .

H:

C :

I  d jd .  I  a t t ended  e lemen ta ry  schoo l  he re  i n  E l  Paso ,  and  E l  Paso  H igh

Schoo l  ,  and  the  then  Texas  Co l l ege  o f  t t l i nes .

D id  you  rece i ve  a  deg ree  f rom the  Texas  Co l l ege  o f  M ines?

I  d i d .  I  r ece i ved  a  deg ree  j n  Educa t i on  and  pu t  i n  a  l o t  o f  hou rs ,  r ea11y ,

i n  compe t i t i ve  a th l e t i c s ,  bo th  h i gh  schoo l  and  co l l ege  1eve l .

D id  you  p lay  mos t  o f  t he  ma jo r  spo r t s?

I  d j d .  I  p l ayed  baske tba l l ,  f oo tba l l ,  and  I  l i ked  box ing  a l so .

Swimmi ng?

l l l e l 1 ,  sw imming  i n  those  days  was  no t  an  i n te r - scho las t i c  spo r t ,  no t  an

U .

C:

C:
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' in ter -co l  1  egiate spor t

Basebal  I  ?

No ,  no t  i n  t hose  days .  The  b ig  emphas is  r ^ ras  p laced  i n  baske tba l l  and  foo tba l l ,

and some t rack.

Could you g ive me some background of  your  parents? h lere they born in  the Uni -

ted States?

C:  We11 ,  bo th  o f  my  pa ren ts  were  f rom M6x ' i co ,  ac tua l l y  f rom Ch jhuahua ,  t he  s ta te

o f  Ch ihuahua .  My  mo the r  was  bo rn  i n  a  m in ' i ng  town ,  Ba top ' i 1as .  I t ' s  r i gh t

down the va1 ' ley they ca l l  La Barranca del  Cobre.  My dad was born in  Chi -

huahua ,  i n  t he  ou t l y i ng  a rea  o f  t he  c i t y  o f  Ch ihuahua .

What  d id  your  fa ther  do?

My father was actual ly a good student as a young man, and took up electr ical

eng ineer ing .  He  rece ived  h is  degree  jn  e lec t r j ca l  eng ineer ing .  Then  he

devo ted  h is  t ime  to  be ing  in . . .more  o r  less  the  same k ind  o f  work  tha t  I 'm

H:

C :

H :

C :

u .

C :

u .

C :

H :

C :

i n ,  wh ich  i s  teach ing .

At what age did your parents immigrate to

Wel l ,  as  I  unders tand j t ,  my parents  came

[eens .

the  Un i ted  Sta tes?

to  the  Un ' i ted  Sta tes  in  the i r

Did your father complete h ' is  educat ion here in the Uni ted Staies?

Yes,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  my dad went  to  Aoy  E lementary  Schoo l .  I  don ' t  know

that  he  went  to  any  o f  the  loca l  h igh  schoo ls .  I  do  know tha t  he  took  cor res-

pondence courses ,  and s ta r ted  to  work  a i  an  ear ly  age,  l i ke  most  o f  the

Mex ican Amer ican fami l  ies .

Par t i cu la r l y  a t  tha t  epoch ,  tha t  po in t  i n  t ime .

By and 1arge, we talk about the t jme that we were poor when we were young.

In  th is  case,  I  th ink  bo th  o f  my parents  were  f rom poor  fami l ies .
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H:

C :

H :

C :

And d id  they  have to  s t rugg le  to  p rov ide  the i r  ch i ld ren  w i th  oppor tun i t ies?

They d' id.  I  have two brothers,  and speaking for them and mysel f ,  we are

certainly very grateful  to the ef for t  that  our parents made to he' lp us through

our  g rowing  years .  A l though my mother  has  passed away,  my fa ther  s t j l l  1 ives ,

and  I  s t i l l  re l y  on  h im heav i l y  fo r  adv ice .  He 's  81  years  o ld .

i s  he  very  luc id  in  h is  thoughts  and qu i te  ac t ive?

Yes ,  my  dad  moves  a round  very  we l l  fo r  h i sage ,  and  he 's  a  c lea r  th inker .

He must  have had a  lo t  o f  a th lec t i c  p rowess  a lso .

My fami ly  has  spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime in  spor ts - -my br ro thers ,  myse l f ,  my cous ins ,

the  who le  works .

I t ' s  a  fami l y  t rad i t i on .

I t  has  been.  Compet i t ion  was i r rs t ' i l l ed  in  us  a t  a  very  young age,  and the

des ' i re  to  exce l l  has  been a  par t  o f  our  g rowing  and coming in to  soc ie ty .

So you der ived  the  sp i r i t  o f  compet j r ion  and mot iva t ion  f rom your  paren ts?

Yes .  I  th ink  i t ' s  obv ious ,  th rough  my paren ts ;  and  then  th rough  the i r  s i s te rs

and bro thers ,  because o f  the i r  ch j ld ren .  t ^Je  a lso  p layed a  lo t  o f  compet i t j ve

a th l  e t i cs .

Are your brothers engaged in educat ion?

l^ le11,  yes ,  a l though my o ldes t  b ro ther ,  M ike ,  he 's  been w i th  the  Federa l  Govern-

ment  about  32  years  now.  He ' l l  be  re t i r ing  very  shor t l y .  Bu t  even though he

has worked for the Federal  Government,  j t  has been related to instruct ion.

I t4y other brother,  a couple of  years younger than I  am, his career has paral-

le led  my own qu i te  a  b i t .  He has  done coach ing ,  he  was in  the  Peace Corps ,

the  same as  I  was .  He is  now Peace Corps  d i rec to r  o f  Ch i le .

Rea11y?  Is  he  s ta t ioned  in  San t iago?

Right . .  He spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime in  La t in  Amer jca ,  the  same as  I  have.

H:

C :

u .

C :
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H :

C :

When you graduated from UTEP, did you go into teaching?

I  d jd .  I  was  coach ing  basketba l '1 ,  and teach ing  phys ica l  educat ion  a t  Bowie

H igh  Schoo l .

How long were you there?

A year  and a  ha l f .  And then w i th  Wor ld  l ^ la r  I In  I  en tered  the  U.S.  Navy ,  and

served in the Navy for almost three years.

In  the  Pac i f i c  theat re?

Yes .  Bu t  I  d idn ' t  go  in to  too  much  ac t ion .  I  guess  j t ' s  unders tandab le  in  a

way,  /6ecaus t  I  was  jn  a th le t j cs  a lso  w i th  the  Navy .

D' id you coach?

I  p layed compet i t , i ve  spor ts  in  the  Navy ,  and I  coached.  I  more  or  less  caught

the eye of  the higher of f icers,  because they seemed to want to hold on to me.

I  d idnr t  ge t  too  many t rans fers .

Where were you stat ioned most of  the t ime?

I  was s ta t ' ioned a t  San D iego,  in  Nor fo lk ,  V i rg in ia ,  and Mary ' land .  I  took  my

bootcamp t ra in ing  a t  San D iego Nava l  Tra jn ing  Sta t ion .  And I  was  d ischarged

f rom Cambr idge,  Mary land,  wh ich  is  a  nava l  s ta t ion  ,  / -aJ  very  h  j s i ,o r ica l

p ' lace i  n the mounta i  ns of  Maryl  and .

How long were you there?

I was there about a year.

Were  you in  jn te r -mi l i ta ry  compet i t ion  w i th  o ther  Navy  teams?

t le competed against  o iher armed services-- l4ar ines,  Army, Coast Guard, and

whatever .

Most  o f  your  du t ies  were  in  a th le t i cs?

Spec ja l  Serv iceso and what  a lso  is  ca l led  recru i t  t ra in ing ,  more  or  less  a

teacher .

H:

C :

H :

C :
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H:

C :

H :

C :

H :

C :

t-l .

C:

t-t .

C:

H :

C :

I  see .  And you t rave l led  around the  Un j ted  Sta tes?

I  t rave l led  overseas ,  bu t  no t  to  compete  w i th  the  f i rearm serv ice ;  aga in ,

most ly  w ' i th  spor ts .

And on a recrui t ing type of  game?

Yes .  The  emphas js  i s  to  do  rec ru i t i ng  by  v i s i t i ng  c i t i es  and  o ther  a reas ,  and

interest men and women to enrer the armed forces. The draft was very strong

then .

The Navy wasn' t  draf t ing too much in the Second l , ' lor ld l r ' lar?

No. The idea was that the Navy and other parts of  the ar ined forces had em-

phas ized compet j t j ve  spor ts - - I  th jnk  the  Navy  more  than the  o thers .

t r lhen you were discharged fron the l {avy,  d id you go back to teaching?

l ,Je l l ,  when I  was  d ischarged up  in  l t {a ry1and,  I  re tu rned to  E l  Paso w i th  fu l l  ex -

pec ta t ions  tha t  I  wou ld  be  the  basketba l l  coach a t  Bowie  H igh  Schoo l  aga in .

But  they  had another  coach,  and he  had done we l l .  h l i th  g rea t  d isappo jn tnent

I  le f t  E l  Paso and moved to  the  Wash ing ton ,  D.C.  a rea .  I  remained there  a l -

most f rom 
. l946 

to 
. |964, 

almost 20 years.

l^ lhat  induced you to go to Washington?

I t  was  the  fac t  tha t  wh i le  I  was  in  the  serv ice ,  I  mar r ied  a  g i r l  f rom Rockv i l le ,

Mary land.  My w i fe  saw I  was  f rus t ra ted  in  no t  re tu rn ing  to  Bowje  H igh  Schoo l ,

and she knew people in the Montgomery County of  Maryland, which is a suburb of

Wash in ton ,  D.C.  Through her  contac ts  and e f fo r ts ,  I  was  ab le  to  ge t  a  teach ing

job in the system there.

Did you coach the f i rst  year?

I  took  a  job  in  a  jun io r  h igh  and  I  s tayed ' in  tha t  sys iem fo r  12  years ,  and  I

d id  foo tba l l  and basketba l l  coach ing .  I  en joyed i t ,  and  cons idered tha t  I

wou ld  s tay  jn  tha t  a rea .
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How many years  d id  you say  you were  a t  the  iun io r  h igh?

I  was  a t  the  jun io r  h igh  fo r  four  years ,  and I  was  fo r tunate  in . . . I  guess  i t

was  a  p romot ion ,  I  went  to  a ' la rge  suburban h igh  schoo l  in  Mary land,  wh ich  is

Montgomery  B la i r  H igh  Schoo l .

Your  jun io r  h igh  team must  have been very  success fu l .

i  s tud ied  my record  as  a  baske tba l l  coach . . . I  th ink  I  was  a t  the  r igh t  p lace

at  the  r igh t  t ime.  I  had a  s t rong record  o f  coach ing  basketba l l  in  the  iun io r

h igh ,  sen io r  h igh ,  and  the  un ive rs i t y  1eve1 ,  and  a lso  a t  the  jn te rna t iona l  l eve l .

Have you compi led  a  won/ los t  record  o f  teams you 've  coached?

I  never  rea ' l1y  have,  fu11y .  The th ing  tha t  I  th r 'nk  i s  somewhat  ou ts tand ing '

par t i cu la r ly  in  the  co ' l leg ia te  and un jvers i ty  compet j t ion ,  i s  tha t  I  had fo r

three years vvon over 22 games, and that js a very f jne record.  I  have a very

f ine  team.  A t  Amer ican Un jvers i ty ,  where  I  coached in  Wash ing ton ,  D.C. '  th js

was the  f i rs t  un ivers i ty  in  tha t  a rea  tha t  in tegra ted .  Th is  was in  
. |956.  

So,

we were  ab le  to  b r ing  in to  our  un ivers j ty  the  ou ts tand ing  b lack  basketba l l

p layers  f rom the  area .  As  you know,  Wash ing ton ,  D.C.  has  pu t  ou t  some o f  the

greates t  basketba l l  p layers  o f  a l l  t ime.

In  nac ia l  compos i t i on ,  i t  i s  ve ry  heav i l y  b1ack ,  the  Wash jng ton '  D .C.  a rea .

Yes .  That  was very  he lp fu l  to  my coach ing  career .

Then a f te r  you  le f t  h ' igh  schoo l  coach ing ,  you  went  d i rec t l y  and en tered

Amer ican Un ivers i ty?

Yes,  as  D i rec tor  o f  A th le t i cs  and basketba l l  coach.  They  dropped foo tba l l ,  so

the  b ig  emphas js  i s  on  basketba l l .  Footba l l  in  the  l , r lash jng ton  area  a t  the

co l leg ia te  leve l  had a  very  sad exper ience.  Georgetown dropped foo tba l l ,

George Wash ing ton  Un jvers i ty  d ropped foo tba l l ,  Catho l i c  Un ivers i ty  d ropped

foo tba l l ,  and  Amer jcan Un ivers i ty  d ropped foo tba l l .  I t  was  d j f f i cu l t  to

a .
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H:

C :

H :

compete in that  area wjth the l^ lashington Redskins and to compete wi th the

Univers i ty  o f  Mary land,  wh ich  has  a  very  s t rong foo tba l l  team.  So,  the  empha-

s is  ' in  tha t  a rea  has  a lways  been in  basketba l l .

Th is  was in  
.1956? 

In  regards  to  the  po in t  tha t  you  were  in  the  r igh t  p lace

at  the  r igh t  t ime,  you must  have done some good recru i t ing .

At  tha t  leve l  o f  compet i t ion ,  recru i t ing  is  rea l l y  the  answer  to  whether  you

win  o r  you  don ' t  w in .

And most  o f  your  p layers  were  recru i ted  f rom loca l  h igh  schoo ls?

We recru j ted  f rom the  Wash ing ton  area ,  Pennsy ' l van ja ,  New Jersey ,  and a  lo t

o f  your  youngsters ,  s tudent  a th le tes  and o thers ,  came out  o f  New York .  So

we recru l ted  in  New York  a lso .  We recru i ted  a  lo t  o f  Jewjsh  p ' layers ,  because

Amer ican Un ivers i ty  has  a  lo t  o f  Jewjsh  s tudents .

That ' s  in te res t ' ing .  You had a  ra ther  d iverse  a th le t i c  compos i t ion  in  your  team.

R jgh t ,  we  d jd .  One  o f  the  th jngs  tha t  i s  in te res t ing ,  l ook ing  back- - I  l e f t

there  in  1964,  th is  j s  now ten  years - -some o f  the  men tha t  I  coached are  now

' in  very  h igh  pos i t ions  as  fa r  as  p ro fess jons :  teachers ,  doc tors ,  and coaches,

o f  course .  Some o f  them are  jn te rna t iona l l y  recogn ized in  spor ts  and o f f i c ia t -

ing .  So I  look  back  on  the  years  o f  Amer ican Un jvers i ty  w i th  g rea t  fondness

and admi ra t ion  fo r  those boys  tha t  I  coached.

That  i s  a  g rea t  sa t is fac t ion ,  I  imag ine .  A  coach is  as  much a  teacher  o f

va lues  as  an  academjc  teacher .  So you can probab ' l y  c red j t  yourse l f  fo r  g iv ing

very  de f in i te 'ever las t ing  qua l ' i t i es  to  those  men.  I 'm  sure  you  le f t  your  mark

on them.

I  th ' ink  in  a  way,  maybe I  d id .  I t ' s  a  g rea t  ioy  to  see what  they  have been

ab le  to  accompl  i sh .

You were there for  e ight years?

I  was  jn  Amer ican Un ivers i ty  fo r  e igh t  years .
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And from there you went to the Peace Corps, or am I  get t ing ahead of  the story?

Actua l l y ,  wh i le  I  was  in  Amer ican Un ivers i ty ,  because I  spoke Span ish  and I

had prev ious ly  competed in  basketba l l  th roughout  La t in  Amer ica . . . I  p layed fo r

Ch ihuahua,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t .  The Dorados .

f t : Let 's  go  back  in  t jme to  when you were  p lay ing  fo r  the  Dorados .  Was th is  a f te r

h igh  schoo l  ?

C :  Th i s  was  du r ing  the  o f f -baske tba l l  season  wh i l e  i  was  p lay ing  fo r  t he  Texas

Mines,  and then one year  I  coached at  Bowie H' igh School  .  U ' lhen I  got  o f f  ,  I

wen t  and  p layed  fo r  Ch ihuahua .  Th i s  was  mos t l y  j n  t he  summers .  W i th  a

Span ish  su rname,  I  cou ld  eas i l y  b lend  i n to  the  l i ne  o f  t he  Ch ihuahua  Dorados ,

which  were  in te rna t iona l l y  famous th rough La t in  Amer ica .

H:

C :

Going  back  to  the '30s  and '40s ,  the  Dorados  were  p lay ing  qu i te  a  lo t  o f  baske t -

ba l l .

They  p layed qu i te  a  b j t  o f  basketba l l  and i t  was ,  in  those days ,  a  lo t  o f  teams

were  f rom the  U.S.  They  wou ld  come in  and we wou ld  p lay  jn  Ch jhuahua.  So,  my

M.0 . ,  so  to  speak ,  was  to  leave here  on  Fr iday  and hus t le  down to  Ch ihuahua

and p lay  Fr iday  n igh t  and Saturday  n igh t ,  and then p lay  Sunday n igh t  and

catch the late t ra in coming into Judrez and get to work.

I  th ink  you 've  had  a  rea l  pass ion  fo r  baske tba l l  a l l  your  l j f e ,  to  have  made

those sacr j f ices.  Basketbal l  has been very good to you.

I t  has ,  no  ques t ion  about  j t .  So  w i th  th is  p rogram-- i t  was  ca l led  Amer ican

Spec' ia l is ts,and the State Department sponsored i t - - I  went into Lat ' in America

when I  was  s t i l l  j n  Amer ican Un ivers i ty ,  dur ing  the  surmers ,  and I  he lped the

loca l  Amer ican Embassy  in  the  var ious  cap i ta ls  o f  La t in  Amer ica  to  conduct . . .

we  ca l led  them c l in i cs  and  con fe rences  in  phys ica l  educa t ion  and  in  baske tba l l .

So ,  I  had the  fo r tune o f  t rave l l ing  cons iderab ly  ro  La t in  Amer ica  be fore  I

H:

C :
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H :

entered  the  Peace Corps  jn  . l964 .

You were with the State Department program, and this was concurnent wi th your

coach ' ing  a t  the  Un ivers i ty?

Yes,  in  the  summer t ime,  I  was  ab le  to  go  down.

In  wh ich  count r jes  d id  you conduct  these c l  in ics?

Almost  th roughout  / t l l  o f  La t in  Amer ica ] :  M6x ico  C i ty ,  Guatemala  C i ty ,  Hondu-

ras ,  jn to  Co lombja ,  Venezue la ,  Argent jna ,  Peru ,  Sant iago.  I  fee l  fo r tunate

that I  had the opportuni ty to be in every capi ta i  of  Lat jn America,  to meet

wonder fu l  peop le ,  jus t  the  grea tes t  f r iends  tha t  I  s t j l l  have there .  I  cons i -

der  the  h igh l igh ts  o f  my l i fe  to  have been ab le  to  t rave l  in to  La t in  Amer ica ,

represent ing  our  U.S.  Government .

You wou ld  go  down w j th  a  g roup o f  coaches or  ass js tan ts?

Somet jmes I  wou ld  go  w i th  o ther  coaches,  somet imes I  wou ld  go  by  myse l f .  My

wi fe  a lways  went  a long a lso .  She 's  seen more  basketba l l  games I  th ink  than

any  o ther  fema le  l i v ing .

Do you have any  ch i ld ren?

I  have  one  son  and  he 's  f j n j sh ing  h is  Doc to r  o f  Ph i losophy  a t  the  Un ive rs i t y

o f  Ch icago.  I  fee l  qu i te  p roud o f  h js  academic  pursu i ts .

What  i s  h is  name?

Hjs  name is  the  same as  mine ,  Dav id - -Dav jd  Lee.  The Lee came f rom my basketba l l

coachn whose name was Marsha l l  Lee.  Marsha l l  Lee Penn jng ton  was my basketba l l

coach,  bo th  a t  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l  and a t  Texas  Co ' l1ege o f  Mjnes .  So my son

took my f i rst  name and took the name Lee from my coach.

He coached you s ix  o r  seven years?

He d id .  He 's  a  remarkab le  man,  a lso .

He must  der ive  grea t  sa t is fac t ion  f rom your  success .

C:
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C:  We l l ,  t h i s  coach  tha t  we  had  a t  Texas  M ines  s tayed  ve ry  s t rong ly  i n  t he  m inds

and  hea r t s  o f  t he  youngs te rs  he  coached .

Then af ter  American Universi ty,  you were hired by the Peace Corps?

I  was  h i red  by  the  Peace Corpsn and I  went  to  Ecuador .  I  served in the  Peace

Corps for three years,  as the director of  a youth development program. t {e took

in to  Ecuador  a t  one t ime. . .as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  i t  had  more  Peace Corps  vo lun-

teers than any country in Lat jn America.

The government of  Ecuador must have been very sympathet ic to the purpose.

The Peace Corps  program,  wh i le  i t  has  d imin jshed in  emphas is ,  a t  one t ime was a

fan tas t ic  a rm o f  the  Fore ign  Serv ice  and D ip ' lomat ic  Serv ice .

H:

C :

You were  in  Qu i to ,  p r inc ipa l l y?

We l i ved  in  Qu i to ,  and  Guayaqu i l ,

tha t  I  superv ised and d i rec ted ,  we

and they were scattered throughout

l^ lhat  year was this?

Th is  was  f rom la te  '64  to  ' 67 .

l0
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and t rave l led

had up to 60

Ecuador.  So

al l  over Ecuador.  The program

vo lun teers  under  my superv is ion ,

I  rea l l y  moved around Ecuador .

u .

C :

t-t . Jus t  fo r  my own cur ios i ty ,  were  you ever  jn  contac t  w i th  the  peop le  who run

the  fac i l  i t i es  wh ich  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  New Mex jco  has?

Yes, they have a contract  wi th the government of  Ecuador to publ ish some books,

ac tua l ' l y ,  and to  p repare  teachers .  These books  were  jns t ruc t jona l  books  in  the

teach ing  o f  Eng l ish  and o ther  sub jec ts  o f  the  e lementary  and h igh  schoo l  leve l .

Soweworkedveryc1ose1ywi th theUn jvers j t yo fNewMex ico ,andweworked

a lso  w i th  the  Un ivers j ty  o f  S t .  Lou is ,  wh ich  had a  cont rac t  down there .

I ' ve  read in  b rochures  by  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  New Mex ico ,  regard ing  the i r  campus '

in  wh ich  they  chose Ecuador  and Qu i to ,  espec ia l l y ,  because they  found i t  to  be

a mic rocosm o f  a l l  La t in  Amer ica ,  as  fa r  as  e thn jc  ra t ios ,  language,  cu l tu res .

H:
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Would  you  f i nd  th i s  t o  be  t rue?  And  do  you  f i nd  a  l i t t l e  o f  a l l  La t i n  Amer . i ca

' in  
Qu' i to?

You  do ,  Tom.  They  ca ' l l  Ecuador  the  "Coun t ry  o f  Con t ras rs " .  I t  i s  t ha t  because

o f  i t s  c l jma te ;  i t sgeog raph i ca l  make  up ;  i t s  snow  capped  vo l canoes ,  r unn ing

up  to  2 ,200  and  3 ,000  fee t .  I t  has  the  Or jen te  w i th  the  deep  jung les ;  j t  has

the  c i t y  o f  Guayaqu i l ,  wh i ch  i s  t r op i ca l  a l l  t he  way .

I  d i dn ' t  know  tha t  j t  was  t ha t  t r op i ca l .

I t ' s  unbe l i eveab le ,  becuase  Ecuado r  j s  abou t  t he  s i ze  o f  Co lo rado .  So  you  can

imag ine  the  s ta te  o f  Co lo rado  hav ' i ng  t rop ' i ca1  c i t i es ,  and  then  hav ing  c j t i es

such  as  Denver  and  o the rs .

Qui to  wou ld  be  /7 i7  the  c l imate  o f  the  Andes.

Qu i to  i s  abou t  9 ,000 ,  a lmos t  
. |0 ,000  

fee t .  Guayaqu i l  i s  sea  leve l ,  and  Macha la

and  o ther  coas ta l  c i t i es  a re  sea  leve l .

That  i s  qu ' i te  a  cont ras t .  I t  must  have been an  env iab le  exper ience.

I t  was  tha t .  I  was  emot iona l l y  invo lved in  the  Peace Corps .  I  a lways  was a

great admjrer of  President Kennedy, who was the founder of  the Peace Corps,

a long w j th  V ice  Pres ident  Huber t  Humphrey .  He was a  Senator ,  then,  and together

they  founded the  Peace Corps .  I  be l ieved in  i t s  miss ion  and i t s  ob iec t ives ,

i t s  goa ' l s  and j t s  a jms.  So I  le f t  Amer ican Un ivers i ty ,  where  I  was  an  asso-

c ' iate profressor wi th tenure,  to enter the Peace Corps.

At  the  Amer ican Un ivers r ' t y ,  you  were  a lso  conduct ing  c lasses ,  in  hea l th ,  phys j -

ca l  educat ion ,  e tc?

Yes,  I  was  a  member  o f  the  facu l ty .

I t  wasn ' i  jus t  a  coach ing  job? You were  a lso  on  the  facu l ty?

Righr .  I  rea l l y  l i ked  my years  a t  Amer ican Un jvers i ty ,  bu t  I  saw th is  Peace

Corps as an opportun' i ty to expand my hor izons.
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H:  And  t ha t  was  an  exc i t i ng  pe r i od .  The re  was  a  l o t  o f  i dea l i sm  i n  t he  U .S .  a t

tha t  t ime .

There was. The volunteers that  were in my group were very dedicated and

devoted, most of  them were col lege graduates,  and they were very capable.

They  had a  lo t  o f  ab i l i t y ,  imag ina t ion ,  and they  were  jus t  wonder fu l  peop le .

I  re fe r  to  them as  another  phase o f  my l i fe - -s ta r t ing  w i th  the  youngsters

tha t  I  coached a t  Bowie  H jgh ,  teach ing  in  Aoy ,  and then h igh  schoo l  in  Mary-

land,  and the  Amer ican Un ivers i ty ,  w i th  Peace Corps  jn  Ecuador .  So there  are

many pnases.

I  wou ld  th ink  now,  ten  years  la te r ,  j t  wou ld  be  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  the  emot iona l

sacr i f i ces  and a t t j tudes  o f  idea l i sm wh ich  were  so  preva len t  in  Peace Corps

vo lun teers  in  
. |964 

to  be  recaptured  in  the  fu tu re  genera t ' ion .  I  th jnk  i t  was

a very  spec ia l  t ime,  and you had very  spec ' ia1  peop l  e .

I , r le11 ,  i t  was .  The Peace Corps  a lso  had another  mean jng ,  one tha t  I  cons idered

to  be  o f  g rea t  depth .  Thar  was tha t  we were  go ing  in to  fo re ign  count r ies  w i th

a  new concept  as  fa r  as  the  fo re jgn  serv ice .  The Peace Corps  was never  very

popu lar  w i th  the  es tab l i shed t rad i t ion  o f  the  Fore ign  Serv ice ,  because the

vo lun teers  d id  no t  l i ve  in  n jce  homes;  they  d jd  no t  have money,  they  had

very  l jm i ted  a l lowances ;  they  l i ved  in  the  poor  a reas ,  the  bar r ios ;  conse-

quent ly ,  they  worked r igh t  w ' i th  the  peop le .  In  our  case- - I  was  the  superv isor

and d j rec to r . - l  never  f requented  the  p lush  ho te ls  o r  theat res .  My w i fe  and

I  d id  have a  n ice  home,  bu t  we spent  our  t ime w j th  vo jun teers .

D id  you f jnd  tha t  you  weren ' t  a lways  encouraged to  a t tend d jp lomat ic  func t ions

or embassy functr 'ons?

C:  More  o r  l ess  under  j ns t ruc t i ons  f rom the  d j rec to r ,  who  was  Sargen t  Sh r i ve r - -

he  was  the  na t i ona l  d i rec to r  o f  Peace  Corps - - the  ph i l osophy  o f  Peace  Corps

12
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was,  f i rs t ,  no t  to  en ter  the  t rad i t ' i ona l  way  tha t  the  d ' ip lomat ic  serv ice  op-

era tes ;  consequent ly  tn te  never  were  inv i ted .  So,  we spent  our  t ime work ing

wi th  Ecuador ians .

And  l i v ing  in  the  a reas  tha t  you  were  work ing ' in .  You  worked  in  the  ru ra l

a reas  as  we l  I  as  the  urban areas?

Yes ,  qu i te  a  b j t  j n  the  ru ra l  a reas .

More than in any other area?

t^ le l l ,  a  combjna t jon ,  rea11y .  The ins t ruc t ion  migh t  have been jn  the  ru ra l

a rea ,  bu t  the  compet i t i on  was  a lways  in  the  b ig  c i t i es ,  i n  Qu i to  o r  Guayaqu j l .

Were there special  projects which were assigned to you for complet ion by your

group?

C:  Wel l ,  i t  was  most ly  teach ing  in  youth  groups ,  and teach ing  was re la t i ve  to  phy-

s  j ca l  educat ion ,  and compet i t ' i ve  a th l  e t i cs  in  p rac t ica ' l1y  a l  l  spor ts .  You

know,  Ecuador ,  l i ke  a l l  La t jn  Amer ican count r ies ,  goes  fo r  spor ts  and phys ica l

educat i  on .

H:  There  is  a  lo t  o f  en thus iasm fo r  k jck ing  around a  homemade ba l l .  You improv ' i se

and use whatever equipment can be fabr icated at  the moment,  to start  a game of

one type or  another .

There  is  tha t ,  Tom.  One o f  the  th ings  tha t  cannot  be  over looked in  La t ' in

Amer ica ,  i s  tha t  spor ts  i s  a  means to  economjc  independence.  A l though i t  i s

jn  Amer ica ,  some,  I  th jnk  i t  s ta r ted  to  be  recogn ized w i th  peop le  o f  low econo-

mfc  incomes,  w j th  the  b lacks  in  our  count ry .  In  La t in  Amer ica ,  the  reason why

there  i s  a  des i re  to  exce l l  i s  because , ' i f  a  person  makes  i t ' i n  spor ts ,  then

he is  jn  a  be t te r  pos i t ion  to  earn  moneV,  to  ge t  a  be t te r  iob ,  more  so  than

in  Europe and more  so  than in  the  U.S.  So fo r  tha t  reason,  there 's  g rea t  de-

s i re  fon  La t in  Amer ican a th le tes  to  exce l l .

l3
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They know i f  they  can exce11,  no  door  w i l l  be  c losed.

0f  course, the Lat in American athletes were hampered-- in those years--by the

lack  o f  fac i l i t i es ,  the  lack  o f  coach jng ,  and  the  lack  o f  good  equ ipment .

I  reca l l  tha t  Pe l6  s ta r ted  p lay ing  soccer  us ing  a  ba l l  o f  rags  t ied  in to  knots .

That rs  the  s j tua t ion  w i th  a  lo t  o f  p rominent  f igh ters  in  South  Amer ica .  They

never  pu t  on  a  pa i r  o f  g loves  t l l l  t hey  ac tua l l y  had  a  bou t  in  the  r ing .  And

I  th jnk  to  be  good in  cer ta in  spor ts ,  you  do  need tha t  toughen ' ing ;  you  have to

have tha t  des j re  to  b reak  ou t  o f  the  cyc le  jn  wh ich  one 's  ances tor  had been

enmeshed fo r  genera t ions  and genera t ions ;  spor ts  p rov ide  an  escape.  You le f t

Ecuador  in  
. l964?

Wel l ,  I  le f t  fo r  Ecuador  jn  ' |964 ,  
and then someth jng  very  unusua l  and jn te res t -

in t  happened.  The Depar tment  o f  S ta te  de termined tha t  they  shou ld  have a  pos i -

t ion  in  M6x jco  C i ty ,  and fo r  lack  o f  a  be t te r  name,  the  pos i t ion  was t i t led

0 lympic  A t tache.  That  was jn  connect ion  w i th  the  1968 0 lympics  tha t  were

g iven to  M6x ico  C j ty  by  the  in te rna t iona l  0 lympic  commi t tee .  So the  Sta te

Department was lookjng for a pel"son who had a background jn sports,  who knew

Span ish ,  who  was  fami l i a r  w i th  La t in  Amer ica .  Th js ' i s  fu l l y  a  year  be fo re

the  01ympr 'c  Games even took  p lace- - I  rece ived a  le t te r  ask ing  j f  I  wou ld  be

in te res ted  in  th is  pos i t ion .  I  was  very  surpr ised .  Th is  was f rom the  Sta te

Department.  I  responded that I  was interested. I  received the 
' let ter  

on

November  
. |966,  

and I  was  f jna ' l1y  appo in ted  jn  June o f  1967.  So you can te11

a l l  tha t  went  in to  the  se lec t ion  process .  I  was  to ld  tha t  a round 60  cand ida tes

7|were consjdered],  and I  fe l t  honored to have been chosen as the 0lympic Attach6.

That 's  the  f i rs t  in  the  h is to ry  o f  the  Sta ie  Depar tment .  Each count ry  somet imes

has the  pos i t ion  o f  0 lympic  A t tach6,  bu t  tha t  person is  p icked one or  two months

before  the  0 lympic  Games,  and rea l l y  he lps  w i th  the  1og ' i s t i cs  o f  the  ind iv idua l

H .
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teams tha t  a re  en tered .  Th is  was a  much more  invo lved pos i t ion .

When dld you go down there?

I  went  in  June o f  1967,  and the  0 lympjcs  took  p ' lace  jn  0c tober  o f  1968.  And

I  le f t  M6x ico  f ina l l y  a t  the  end o f  the  year .  So,  I  was  a lmost  there  a  good

year  and a  ha l f - -a lmost  two years .

You took your" fami ly wj th you?

Yes,  we I  i ved  r igh t  in  M6x ico  C i ty .

Where  d id  you l i ve  in  M6x ico  C i ty?

We l i ved  in  the  area  o f  Po lanco,  no t  too  fa r  f rom the  Embassy .  But ,  Vou know,

the  t ra f f j c  o f  M6x ico  C i ty ' i s  fan tas t ic .  So ,  ge t t ing  in  and ou t  o f  the  heavy

t ra f f i c  i s  qu i te  an  exper ience fo r  anybody who v is i t s  M6x ico .  But  tha t  was  a

fantast ic jobl  The of f ice was jn the Embassy. ldhen I  f i rst  arr ived there

in June, 1967, there was the Attach6 and the secretary.  But by the t jme the

0lympics amjved, the of f jce had been expanded to jnclude two of f icers,  two

fore jgn  o f f i cens ,  in  add j t jon  to  myse l f .  We had four  o r  f i ve  secre tar ies ,

whe had a  chauf feur ,  messengers .  I t  was  a  b ' ig  opera t ion .

What  type  o f  secur i ty  was  prov ided to  your  g roup,  par t i cu ' la r l y  dur ing  the  up-

heava ls  in  the  Autumn o f  1968?

I ' l6x ico  has  a  fan tas t jc  cu l tu re  and jus t  a  remarkab le  h is to ry .  I  th ' ink  i f  you

look  a t  i t  i n  i t s  to ta l i t y ,  the  year  o f '1968  unques t ionab ly  w j l l  go  down as

one o f  the  grea tes t  jn  the  h is to ry  o f  M6x jco .  So many th ings  happened in

M6xico because of  the 0lympic Games. Things happened to l '16xico--student up-

r i s ings ,  s tudents  Were  express ing  themse lves .  Regre tab ly ,  in  my v iew '  some

of  the  rad ica ls  were  there  on ly  to  take  advantage.  M6x ico  was go ing  to  show

the wor ' ld  tha t  i t  was  no  longer  an  emerg ing  na t ion ,  bu t  an  es tab l ' i shed na t ion .

Before ,  the  Qlympic  Games a lways  took  p lace  in  a  s t rong,  es tab l ' i shed,  h jgh ly
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'industr ia l ized country.  And here,  now, M6xico had the 0lymp. ic Games.

H:  To  a  degree,  a  th i rd  and emerg ing  wor ld  power ,  as  cer ta in  po ' l i t i ca l  sc iences

re fer  to  i r .

H:

C :

Many peop le  in  spor ts  and d ip lomat ic  c i rc les ,  economic  c i rc les ,  wor ' ld  w ide '

fe1 t  tha t  M6x ico  cou ld  no t  pu t  on  such a  spor t  and cu l tu ra l  ex t ravaganza as

the  Olympjc  Games.  So,  ge t t ing  back  to  these s tudents  and o thers ,  I  th ink

they took advantage of  the fact  that  M6xjco had the stage; so they had these

upr i s ings  thene .

What type of  concern was expressed at  the Embassy?

l^ le l l ,  the  Embassy  was,  o f  course ,  in  a  very  de l i ca te  pos i t ion ,  because the

U.S.  has  a lways  been a  lead ing  power  jn  the  ou tcome o f  the  0 lympjcs ;  we a lways

had been the  w inners ,  a ' l though the  Russ ianshave cha l lenged us  in  the  number  o f

meda ls .  The U.S.  has  a lways  won the  most  go ' ld  meda ls .  So,  we were  under  a

tremendous strain.  Talk ' ing most ly about Ambassador Ful ton Freeman, I  was

spec ia l  ass js tan t  to  the  ambassador  and h is  adv isor  to  a l l  0 ' l ympic  mat te rs .

So anythr 'ng that had to do with the Olympics was channeled to my of f ice;  of

course ,  i f  the  mat te r  was  very  de l i ca te ,  the  dec is ion  was made by  the  ambas-

sador .  In  those c ruc ia l  days ,  the  wor ld  more  or  less  was tu rn ing  to  the  U.S.

to  make  a  dec js ion ,  re la t j ve  to  our  dec is jon .

In your exper ience, knowing the country of  M6xico as wel ' l  as you do, knowing

the  econon i ics  o f  the  Olympics  o f  
. l968 ,  

do  you th ink  tha t  the  01ymp' ics  d id  de-

pr ive  a ' la rge  major j t y  o f  low income Mex jcan c i t i zens  f rom greater  pub l i c  works

programs? Do you th ink  i t  took  more  f rom the  lower  economic  c lasses  than i t

t6
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gave?

C:  Probab ly  so ,  Tom.  But  tha t  i s  no t  any th ing  tha t  doesn ' t  happen in  any  count ry

where  the  0 ' l ympics  i s  s taged.  As  fa r  as  the  0 lympic  v i ' l l ages '  those v i ' l l ages
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are turned over to apartments,  so there is no problem w' i th that .  Probably your

po in t  i s  we l l  made in  the  huge s tad iums;  a l though the  swimming poo ' l s  a re  be ing

used,  the  t ra jn ing  centers  a re  be ing  used.  Probab ly  the  huge spor ts  a rena is

too  la rge ;  un less  you  b r ing  in  a  spec ia l  ex t ravaganza ,  i t  doesn ' t  ge t  the  use

i t  normal ly  wou ld  ge t  i f  i t  were  smal le r .  In  sp i te  o f  tha t  fac t ,  money was

not  used to ta l l y  in  a  w ise  fash ion .  The fac t  tha i  M6x ico  organ ized the  01ympics ,

that  they were a t remendous success, that  M6xjco was able to show the world

tha t  i t  was  rea1 ly  an  o rder l yo  s t rong ,  admin is t ra t i ve ly  speak ing ,  na t ion  in

ab i l i t y - - I  th jnk  the  money  maybe  wasn ' t  used  w ise ly ,  ge t t i ng  back  to  my  po in t ,

has  to  be  over looked.

There  were  some less  obv ious  ind j rec t  advantages  accrued.

The people say,  "What good does the 0lympics do the poor farmer back down the

road here?"  I t  have h im an oppor tun i ty  to  fee l  p r ide .

I  observed tha t ,  jn  my exper ience,  tha t  Mex icans  d id  take  pr ide  jn  the  0 lympics

be ing  s taged  jn  M6x jco .  I  know tha t  the  s tuden ts 'ob jec t ion  was  th is  bas jc

one:  tha t  the  benef i t s  were  go ing  to  be  en joyed by  those who wcu ld  p ro f i t

f rom greater t rade, by recogn' i t ion of  Mdxico,  by import ing power.  I t  is  a very

compl ica ted  s i tua t ion .  In  re t rospec t ,  perhaps  i t  wou ld  be  in te res t ing  to  ge t

impress ions  f rom those c r j t i cs  o f  
. |968  

who saw i t  as  a  to ta l l y  need less  expense

and to ta l l y  un jus t i f ied ;  i t  was  tak ' ing  money wh ich  cou ld  be  used fo r  roads ,

fo r  t ranspor ta t ion  to  benef i t  the  lower  c lasses .  You le f t  ear ly ' in  '69  fo r

t l  Paso?

I  d id .  I  was  t rans fer red  to  E l  Paso s t f l l  w i th  the  Sta te  Depar tment ,  and I

worked as  a  reg ' iona1 d j rec to r  o f  the  U.S.  Commiss jon  fo r  Border  Deve lopment

and Fr iendsh ip .  I t  was  a  commiss ion  tha t  was  fo rmed by  Pres ident  Johnson w i th

Ambassador  Raymond Te l les  as  i i s  cha j rman.  I  was  re tu rn ing  to  E1 Paso a f te r
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12 long years .  I  was  very  happy w i th  tha t  job .

Was your father 1 iv ing here?

My fa ther  ac tua l l y  l i ved  in  Japan fo r  a  long t ime fo l low jng  Wor ld  h la r  I I ,

and my mother  l i ved  there .  My dad was work jng  w i th  the  armed fo rces .  So,

coming back to El  Paso, my two brothers were no longer here.  They also lef t

E l  Paso  w i th  the  se rv ice ,  and  then  d id  no t  come back  l i ke  a  lo t  o f  peop le  d id .

A  lo t  o f  peop le  who  d id  no t  l i ve  in  E l  Paso  moved  to  E l  Paso ,  and  a  lo t  o f

peop le  tha t  l i ved  jn  E l  Paso move e lsewhere .  So th is  happened to  many fami l ies .

Mob i  I  i t y  and migra t ions .

So I  came back  and worked w i th  the  commjss jon .  Unfor tunate ly ,  the  commjss ion

was no t  funded;  there fore ,  i t  las ted  one year  wh i le  I  was  w i th  i t .

This was a type of  prelude to the Chamizal  set t lement?

Par t  o f  i t .  R igh t  now in  E l  Paso,  there  are  a  lo t  o f  p rob lems w i th  Judrez ,

w j th  t ranspor ta t ion ,  w i th  border  c ross ings .  Th js  i s  a  bad  th ing  cer ta in ly

fo r  the  f r iend ly  ongo ing  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  the  two na t ions .  I  fee l  tha t  i f

r rye  d id  have tha t  commiss ion  s t j l l  i n  ex is tence,  tha t  these prob lems wou ld

cer ta in ly  be  min im ized .

And perhaps  the  cur ren t  p rob lems wou ld  have veen avo ided en t i re ly .

I  fee l  so ,  Tom.  The commiss ion  was es tab l j shed by  Pres ident  Johnson,  and Pres i -

den t  N ixon  jus t  cu t  i t  r i gh t  ou t .

I t  was establ ished to mediate these disputes?

Yes ,  r igh t ,  and  to  work  in  a  ve ry  c lose  fash ion .

|^ las th is bi-nat ional? l , . las there a corresponding agency in Judrez?

Yes,  and a l l  a long the  border .  I t  was  a  b i -na t iona l  miss ion .  l , . |e  had our  counter -

parts.  I t  t^ tas a fantast ' ic  ef for t  on the part  of  the Mexican foreign of f ice and

the  U.S.  S ta ie  Depar tment .
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t lhat  type of  problems did you deal  wi th?

We dea l t  w i th  a l l  t ypes  o f  p rob lems:  educat ion ,  commerce,  agr icu l tu re ,  immi -

g ra t jon ,  l i b ra r ies ,  cus toms,  hea l th ,  the  who le  gambi t  o f  human re la t ions ,  back

and fo r th .

What  was your  pos i t ion?

Regional  Director.  My area was part  of  Texas down to Del  Rio,  and New Mexico

and par t  o f  Ar izona.

D id  you have var ious  spec ia l  i s ts  on  your  s ta f f?

Yes,  these were  spec ia l i s ts  w i th  the  Depar tment  o f  Conmerce,  Agr icu l tu re ,  Labor ,

and o ther  depar tments .  We ca l led  on  them to  he lp  us"  I  rea l ' l y  en joyed tha t

work .

I t ' s  an  in te res t ing  po ' in t  you  make,  tha t  perhaps  many prob ' lems cou ld  have been

avo ided had tha t  agency  cont inued opera t ion .

I  th ink  so ,  Tom.

I t  ceased to  func t ion  a t  the  end o f  
, |969 .  

I t  was  d isbanded fo r  lack  o f  funds .

I  was  in  the  fo re jgn  serv ice ,  a i  the  Sta te  Depar tment .  Then I  went  back  to

Wash ing ton ,  and I  had an  in te res t  in  re tu rn ing  to  the  Peace Corps .  I  was  go ing

to  go  as  the  d inec tor  back  to  La t in  Amer ica .  S imu l taneous ly ,  the  Depar tment  o f

Labor  was open ing  a  corps  center  here  in  E l  Paso.  They  approached me,  the

Texas  Educat iona l  Agency  Foundat ion ,  wh ich  is  the  opera tor  o f  th is  center  and

two other centers in the state of  Texas. They approached me with the interest

o f  ask ing  me i f  I  wou ld  be  w j l l i ng  to  take  the  job  as  d j rec to r  o f  the  cen te r

here .  So i t  was  a  ques t ion  o f  dec id ing  whe iher  to  re tu rn  to  La t in  Amer ica ,  o r

to  s tay  here  in  E l  Paso.  My w i fe  favored very  s t rong ly  s tay ' ing  in  the  U.S. ,

and I  was  very  in te res ted  in  th is  job .

Yes ,  i t  was  a  new concept .  Jun io r  ones  had been more  on  the  CCC s ty le ' in  the
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ru ra l  a reas .

In  the  ru ra ' l  a reas  and urban areas .  They  were  ca l led  urban centers ,  bu t  ac tua l -

1y  they  were  loca ted  in  abandonded mi l i ta ry  a i r  f ie lds  o r  ver te rans '  hosp i ta ls .

So  th fs  was  an  en t j re l y  new idea .

I  have to say th is for  the Njxon admin' istrat ion.  They did cut  down on Peace

Corps, and they did do away with the commission for Border Development and

Fr iendsh ip ,  bu t  they  d id  s ta r t  the  Res ident ia l  Job  Corps .  So i t  ba lanced ou t ,

as  fa r  as  I 'm concerned,  as  re la ted  to  my in te res ts .

The good e f fec ts  o f  one more  or  less  cance l led  ou t  the  un for tunate  repercus-

s ions  o f  the  o ther .

They  do .  Th is  i s  the  concept  o f  p rov id ing  a  second oppor tun i ty  ro  youngsters

who are  economjca l l y  and soc ' ia11y  d isadvantaged,  and i t  i s  jus t  wonder fu l .

Th is  type  o f  work  does  have i rs  sa t js fac t ion .  I  remember  a  l i t t le  s to re  here

on l4esa,  and a  boy  wa l  ked  jn  the  o ther  day  and he  sa ' id ,  "Mr .  Hoggan. "  I

l ooked  a t  h im and  d idn ' t  recogn ize  h jm,  and  I  sa jd ,  "He1 lo ,  how a re  you?"

"Don ' t  you  remember  me?"  Then  I  l ooked  a t  h im.  " I  be l ieve  I  do ,  bu t  I  can ' t

p lace  where  we d id  meet . "  "You coached me box ing  a t  the  Job Corps . "  And then

I remembered. He told me that he had been working for a year for  an apartment

complex  and was very  very  happy,  and he  was do ing  we l l ;  he  was do ing  majn ten-

ance for a large apartment complex.  The other day a student at  UTEP was

go ing  to  g ive  a  repor t  on  juven i le  de l inquency .  She knew tha t  I  worked fo r

A l i v iane  and  fo r  Job  Corps ,  and  she  though t ,  " I ' l l  ask  Tom what  he  can  te l l

me abou t  how A l i v iane  and  Job  Corps  hand le  juven i le  de l inquency . "  I  to ld  her

tha t  I  cer ta in ly  cons idered bo th  ins t i tu t ions  to  be  a  fonce to  keep po tdn t ' ia ' l

de ' l inquents  f rom commj t t ing  ac ts  aga ins t  soc ie ty .  And ius t  see ing  tha t  fe l low

the other day somewhat reaff i rms the truth of  what I  to ld her.  I^ lhen he was
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here ,  he  was one o f  those who had prob lems;  he  was a  po ten t ia l  p rob lem fo r  so-

c ie ty .  Yet ,  a  year  1a ter ,  he  had comple ted  h is  course ;  he  was very  happy i  he

had mar r ied ;  he  had been work ing  fo r  an  apar tment  comp ' lex .  I  der ived  a  cer ta in

sa t is fac t ion  tha t  I  perhaps  had cont r ibu ted  to  h im f ind ing  a  be t te r  l i fe .  I

imag ine  in  your  pos i t ion ,  you  cou ld  a t t r ibu te  much more  in f luence on  the  boys

who gradua le  here  and are  ab le  to  b reak  ou t  o f  tha t  cyc le ,  and are  ab le  to

f ind  jobs  and have fami l ies  and become 1oya l  tax  payers .

We11,  th i s  i s  t rue ,  Tom.  We were  ta lk jng  abou t  a l l  these  phases  in  my  1 i fe ,

and th is  i s  another  one.  Werve  been here  fo r  four  years ,  and I  can ' t  rea ' l l y

say  th is  i s  the  grea tes t ,  bu t  cer ta in ly  i t  has  a  lo t  o f  mean jng  to  me.  There

are  so  many success  s to r i€S,  jus t  l i ke  the  one you ment ioned,  about  youngsters

who come through this program.

And I  th ink  they  jus t i f y  a1 l  the  t ime,  e f fo r ts ,  and mon ies  wh ich  are  ded ica ted

to programs of  th is type. I  th ink they redeemed one's ef for ts completely,

when there  are  severa l  who make i t .  I  th ink  even one person. . . to  be  ab le  to

g ive  a  be t te r  l j fe  to  one person and h is  descendants  ius t i f ies  a  lo t  o f  e f fo r t .

I t  does ,  Tom.  The th ing  about  our  center  i s  tha t  we have the  grea tes t  number

o f  comple ters ,  g raduates  than the  o ther  job  corps  centers  in  the  U.S.  So,

s ta t i s t i ca l l y ,  we  a re  ve ry  s t rong .

Yes ,  tha t ' s  a  ve ry  impress ive  de ta i l .

A l though the  program js  cos t ly ,  re tu rns  in  the  fo rm o f  income tax ,  be ing  tha t

the  youngsters  pay  now. . .

Tha t ' s  one  jus t i f i ca t ion  fo r  the  G. I .  B i l l .  Because  I  know,  i f  i t  hadn ' t  been

fo r  the  G. I .  B i l l ,  I  p robab ly  wou ldn ' t  be  ge t t ing  an  income tax  fo rn  th i s  year ;

they would just  have forgotten about me. So these programs are good. We are

coming to  the  end o f  the  tape,  and I  want  to  thank  you,  because the  in te rv iew
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exceeded my expectat ion.  i  knew I  was going to gei  a very interest ing bio-

g raph ica l  ske tch ,  bu t  I  wasn ' t  aware  o f  the  va r ious  ac t i v i t i es  jn  wh ich  you

have been engaged th roughout  your  l i fe .  I t rs  been a  very  in te res t ing  career

and I  t rus t  there  w j l l  be  new phases .

I  hope so ,  and I  have rea11y en joyed ta lk ing  to  you.

Than k you ,  s ' i  r .
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