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Miners snag Fresno transfer Zach Greenlee

1. Florence Uwakwe Event: 400m 
She took second in her event during the preliminary round with a time of 54.11. Her time was enough to make her 
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2. Jonah Koech Event: 800m 
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NCAA Championship with the school. He has been to the championship for cross country, indoor track and now outdoor.

3. Tobi Amusan  Event: 100m hurdles
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Ex-Fresno State quarterback 
Zack Greenlee was presented by 
the UTEP football program offi-
cially on Monday, June 6. Greenlee 
will join the quarterback core as a 
graduate transfer with two years of 
remaining eligibility.

Greenlee announced in mid 
April that he was going to transfer 

to UTEP. When he tweeted, “Very 
blessed to say I will be transferring 
to UTEP at the end of the semes-
ter,” along with photos from an ap-
parent visit to the program. 

“I got to attack this summer and 
get ready,” Greenlee said. “I took 
my visit at an odd time so I didn’t 
meet too many, but I made a few 
friends with the different receiv-
ers — Aaron Jones, my host, and I 
moved in with Jacquan White.”

Adding much talk to the already 
storied Miners quarterback chart, 
Greenlee brings to the table expe-
rience and expertise. He played in 
10 games for the Bulldogs, five of 
them as a starter during the 2015 
season. Throughout seven games 
in the 2015 season, the 6-foot-
2 gunslinger threw for 886 total 
yards and 13 touchdowns. Green-
lee completed 47 percent of his 156 
passing attempts last fall as well. 

“After this past season, I talked to 
my parents and we felt it was the 
best decision (to transfer),” he said. 
“I’ve had some of the best times at 
Fresno, but we felt it was time to 
move on. (The) Offensive coor-
dinator was fired and a coaching 
change led to the decision.” 

Greenlee, who was a former Elite 
11, top-150 and four-star ESPN 
prospect out of high school, has 
only known California football his 
whole life. He came out of Stock-
ton, Calif., and with his two years 
of collegiate eligibility, he can play 
as soon as the fall. 

“Taking the visit—I talked to 
some of the coaches before the visit 
and getting out here; after meet-
ing some of the guys and the feel-
ing of meeting the coaches helped 
with my decision,” Greenlee said. 
“I committed on my visit and I’ve 
been excited to get here ever since.”

What is impressive about Green-
lee is his ability to stay poised in the 
pocket, and also dance outside the 
pocket if necessary. He brings speed 
and versatility to the forefront.

After the spring football game, 
Kugler reopened the starting quar-
terback battle since there was not 
a quarterback who showed a dis-
tinct separation. During the spring 
game, quarterbacks Kavika John-
son and Ryan Metz combined for 
85 yards and both finished with a 
completion percentage under 50 
percent. 

Leftwich, who played in seven 
games last season, has already been 

ruled out for the 2016 season due 
to a shoulder injury.

Th is means that Greenlee can still 
win the starting quarterback position.

“At the college football level, 
there’s competition everywhere,” 
Greenlee said. “I’ve been in a (QB) 
battle the last couple of years and 
I’m ready to step into another one. 
I’ve got to attack it this summer, 
watch a lot of film, be focused, put 
in extra work and get ready for 
camp.  Coming in, I’m obviously 
the new guy, I’ve got to get estab-
lished, but I’m not an incoming 
freshman. I have experience, I just 
have to work hard.”

Along with Greenlee, Metz and 
Johnson, the Miners will have 
two more individuals at the quar-
terback position this fall—JUCO 
transfer Tevin Muse and Eastwood 
high school pickup Mark Torres. 
Muse has two years of eligibility 
and a redshirt available, while Tor-
res will be a true freshman in the 
fall if the Miners decide not to red-
shirt him. 

“I got to talk to coach (Brent) 
Pease and seeing how passionate 
he is, I think it is great and the pro-
gram is heading in the right direc-
tion,” Greenlee said. 

The Miners’ football camp will 
start Aug. 4. 

adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

Photo courtesY oF Fresno state athletics
Former Fresno State quarterback zack greenlee will be added to the miners’ quarterback mix.  
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NOW HIRING 
SPORTS WRITERS NEWS

CONTRIBUTORS

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT 

EXECUTIVES

OPEN TO UTEP STUDENTS • MUST HAVE A GPA OF AT LEAST OF 2.0 • ALL MAJORS ARE WELCOME TO APPLY

Pick up your application at 105 Union East Bldg. Submit application, resume and
 unofficial copy of transcript. Writers can submit writing samples.

We are looking for 
sports enthusiasts with great 

writing skills. 
You will be covering UTEP 

sports events as well as the 
Chihuahuas' baseball games.

Students in this position will be 
covering UTEP and local news. 
We are looking for writers who 
can write unbiased, concise and 

engaging news stories.

Do you like advertising? Are 
you outgoing and self-motivat-

ed? We are hiring students 
who like challenges and have 

great communication skills. 
This is an advertising sales job.

Chihuahuas win seventh straight 
By adrian Broaddus
The Prospector

From what was once a roller-
coaster start to now being a de-
fining force; the El Paso Chihua-
huas have been riding high on the 
mound throughout the past month. 
They have won seven games in a 
row, significantly improved their 
pitching staff and rest atop the 
standings of the Southern division 
of the Pacific Coast League. 

“It’s a nightly thing for us and 
I’ll keep saying it,” said Rod Bara-
jas, club manager . “It seems like 
a new hero every night for us. 
That’s a sign of a good ball club–
one through nine–so we’re going to 
keep this thing going.”

The Chihuahuas (34-22) are 
tied for the best record in Triple-
A baseball, and lead the Las Vegas 
51s by four games in the division.

“I think we really are getting our 
stride as a team and it’s been show-
ing in the past month,” said third 
baseman Carlos Asuaje. “We won 
20 games and we are going to build 
off that. It’s tremendous for me 
personally and as a team.”

Last week, the Chihuahuas swept 
the Sacramento River Cats at home. 
Despite the three wins against the 
San Francisco Giants affiliate, each 
game featured a unique and thrill-
ing way of doing it. During the last 
game, on Friday, June 3, the Chi-
huahuas were down by as much as 
four scores going into the bottom 
of the seventh inning, when they 

steamed five unanswered runs to 
defeat the River Cats 7-6. 

“We find ways to win games,” 
Barajas said. “These guys are a 
broken record—they find ways to 
come back and make things excit-
ing if we don’t win.”

The sweep against the River 
Cats was only the second time the 
club has swept a team this season. 
The previous sweep came in April 
against the New Orleans Zephyrs. 

“It obviously feels good to sweep,” 
Barajas said. “If you sweep some-
body in this league, it’s four games. 
When you’re playing baseball, 
you have to take all the wins you 
can get. We’re finding ways to do 
things. Hopefully we can keep this 
ball rolling. We got a good road 
trip last time, now this road trip—
trying to keep this momentum and 
steer it in the right direction.”

Now on the road against the 
Fresno Grizzlies–Houston Astros 

affiliate—the Chihuahuas are on 
track for back-to-back sweeps. 
This season they have won three 
games against the Grizzlies and 
have dominated them on the hit-
ting board. 

The squad set a club-high on 
Sunday, June 5, with 23 hits in 
their 10-6 victory. They had at 
least one hit in eight out of nine in-
nings throughout the game, as Alex 
Dickerson flirted with the cycle—
hitting a single, double, triple and 

home run in a single game. Dick-
erson recorded a triple and two 
intentional walks, leaving him a 
home run shy of the cycle. 

Barajas has been instilling a com-
mon trait to his offense all season: 
consistency. According to Asuaje, 
that is what he and the rest of the 
batters are striving for. 

“Personally, consistency means 
having a quality at bat every time I 
go up,” Asuaje said. “Whether it be 
a walk, getting on base or hopefully 
help my team with a hit.”

While offensively the squad con-
tains depth, the pitching staff has 
done a 180-degree turn since the 
start of the season. The pitching 
has improved substantially and, ac-
cording to Barajas, their work ethic 
at practice is the key to rendering 
positive results in the game. 

“They have been dominating as 
a pitching staff,” Barajas said. “It’s 
been fun to see the turnaround that 
these guys have had and these guys 
go after it 100 percent. When guys 
put in that much effort, it’s going to 
translate in the game.”

After the road trip, the Chihua-
huas will return to Southwest Uni-
versity Park to face the River Cats 
from June 9-12. 

 adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

angel ulloa / the ProsPector
Chihuahuas third baseman ryan schimpf was named Pacific coast league Player of the Week on monday, june 6. 


